
 
 

LATE REPORTS AGENDA 
 

Shire of West Arthur 
Ordinary Council Meeting 
Thursday 23 October 2025 

 

 
NOTICE OF MEETING 

 
Dear Elected Member 
 
The next Ordinary Council Meeting meeting of the Shire of West Arthur will be held on Thursday 23 
October 2025 in the Council Chambers commencing at 7.30pm. 
 
 
Vin Fordham Lamont 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

  
 

DISCLAIMER 
No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Shire of West Arthur for any act, omission or statement or intimation occurring during 
Council or Committee meetings or during formal/informal conversations with staff. The Shire of West Arthur disclaims any liability for any loss 
whatsoever and howsoever caused arising out of reliance by any person or legal entity on any such act, omission or statement or intimation 
occurring during Council or Committee meetings or discussions. Any person or legal entity that act or fails to act in reliance upon any statement 
ŘƻŜǎ ǎƻ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƻǊ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŜƴǘƛǘȅΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǊƛǎƪΦ 
 
In particular and without derogating in any way from the broad disclaimer above, in any discussion regarding any planning application or 
application for a licence, any statement or limitation of approval made by a member or officer of the Shire of West Arthur during the course of 
any meeting is not intended to be and is not taken as notice of approval from the Shire of West Arthur. The Shire of West Arthur warns that anyone 
who has an application lodged with the Shire of West Arthur must obtain and only should rely on WRITTEN CONFIRMATION of the outcome of the 
application, and any conditions attaching to the decision made by the Shire of West Arthur in respect of the application. 
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16 NEW OR URGENT BUSINESS INTRODUCED BY DECISION OF THE MEETING 

PROCEDURAL MOTION TO ACCEPT LATE ITEM 

That Council accepts the Late Item 16.1 Development Application ς Proposed Meteorological Monitoring 
Mast. 

 

 

16.1 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION - PROPOSED METEOROLOGICAL MONITORING MAST 

Author: Vin Fordham Lamont, Chief Executive Officer 

Authorising Officer:  Vin Fordham Lamont, Chief Executive Officer 

Date: 21/10/2025 

Disclosure of Interest: Nil 

Location: Lot 8 on Plan 16470 Gibbs Road, Darkan with all access via Lot 1710 on 
Deposited Plan 114867 Cordering Road North, Darkan 

Applicant: West Arthur Energy Pty Ltd 

Owner: Wunnenberg Nominees Pty Ltd 

Proposal: Construction and temporary use of a proposed meteorological monitoring 
mast. 

Attachments: 1.  Development Application Document and Plans 

 2.  Copy of Submissions Received During Public Advertising 

 

SUMMARY: 

This report recommends Council grant conditional approval to a development application received for the 
construction and temporary use of a proposed meteorological monitoring mast on Lot 8 on Plan 16470 Gibbs 
Road, Darkan with all access via Lot 1710 on Deposited Plan 114867 Cordering Road North, Darkan 

BACKGROUND: 

¢ƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘκǇǊƻǇƻƴŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ŀ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘƛƴƎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
construction and use of a proposed meteorological monitoring mast on Lot 8 on Plan 16470 Gibbs Road, 
Darkan for a period of up to seven (7) years only with all access via Lot 1710 on Deposited Plan 114867 
Cordering Road North, Darkan located immediately east. 
 
The proposed mast will be constructed to monitor wind speed and direction to help determine the suitability 
of the immediate locality for generating wind power and inform the design layout for a future proposed wind 
farm. 
 
The proposed mast will have an overall height of 160 metres above natural ground level with setbacks greater 
than 50 metres to all designated lot boundaries. It will be constructed using steel lattice framework on 
concrete footings and occupy an area of approximately 3.38 hectares to accommodate all the associated guy 
wires and anchor blocks. 
 
Specific details of the proposed development, including documentation and plans, are provided in 
Attachment 1. 
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Lots 8 and 1710 comprise a total area of approximately 393.6926 hectares and 64.8548 hectares respectively 
and are located approximately 6 kilometres south-west of the Darkan townsite in the locality of Darkan. 
 
Both lots are gently to moderately sloping, contain superficial natural drainage lines in various locations, and 
have been extensively cleared throughout aside from a number of small to medium size stands of native 
remnant vegetation that have been retained for land management purposes. Soils on Lot 8 appear suitable 
and capable of accommodating the proposed development with little to no risk of subsidence, landslip or soil 
erosion. 
 
Both lots have historically been developed and continue to be used for broadacre agriculture purposes (i.e. 
cropping and grazing) and contain cleared paddocks, numerous dams, internal access tracks and boundary 
firebreaks. Key built form improvements include two (2) farm sheds, a large volume rainwater tank, grain 
storage silos, all of which are located centrally on Lot 8 in close proximity to its eastern boundary. It should 
be noted no buildings have been constructed on Lot 1710 located immediately east. 
 
Lot 8 has direct frontage and access to Gibbs Road along its western boundary which is a local road under 
the care, control and management of the Shire that has been constructed to a basic rural standard (i.e. 
unsealed road carriageway). Lot 1710 has direct frontage and access to Cordering Road North along its 
eastern boundary which is also a local road under the care, control and management of the Shire that has 
been constructed to a basic rural standard (i.e. unsealed road carriageway). It is significant to note access 
to/from Lot 8 has also historically been obtained via Cordering Road North through Lot 1710 using an existing 
unsealed crossover and internal driveway which are proposed to be used to accommodate construction and 
use of the proposed meteorological monitoring mast. 
 
Both lots have not been identified as priority agricultural land, are not subject to inundation or flooding 
during extreme storm events and do not contain any buildings or places of cultural heritage significance 
within their designated boundaries. Large portions of both properties have been designated by the Fire and 
Emergency Services Commissioner as being bushfire prone with the proposed development to be undertaken 
on the edges of the designated bushfire prone areas in the southern portion of Lot 8. Notwithstanding this 
fact, given the proposed development is not habitable in nature and will not increase the potential bushfire 
Ǌƛǎƪ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ tƻƭƛŎȅ оΦт ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ Ψ.ǳǎƘŦƛǊŜΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ 
applicable. 
 
Immediately adjoining and other nearby land uses are predominantly rural in nature (i.e. broadacre cropping 
and grazing) on lots ranging in size from 40 to 890 hectares. The main exceptions to this are numerous 
conservation-type lots owned by the State of Western Australia to the north, west and south and a small-
scale tree farm immediately west that forms part of a larger conservation-type lot that is managed and 
controlled by the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation. It is significant to note the proposed 
development is well removed from all existing certified and uncertified aerodromes in the district, including 
the Hillman Airfield approximately 18.5 kilometres to the north-east, and will not therefore have any impacts 
on any controlled or designated airspace. 
 
COMMENT: 

.ƻǘƘ ƭƻǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ΨwǳǊŀƭΩ ȊƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƘƛǊŜ ƻŦ ²Ŝǎǘ !ǊǘƘǳǊ [ƻŎŀƭ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ {ŎƘŜƳŜ bƻΦн ό[t{нύΦ  
 
¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ [t{н ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ƭŀƴŘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ΨwǳǊŀƭΩ ȊƻƴŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ 
i) To ensure the continuation of broad-hectare agriculture as the principal land use in the district, 

encouraging where appropriate the retention and expansion of agricultural activities; 
ii) To provide for intensive agricultural uses and diversified farming which retain the rural character and 

amenity of the locality, and which are consistent with land suitability; 
iii) To help protect rural land from land degradation and further loss of biodiversity by:  
ω ƳƛƴƛƳƛǎƛƴƎ ŎƭŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǊŜƳƴŀƴǘ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǘƛƻƴΤ 
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ω ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ǊŜǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǊŜƳƴŀƴǘ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǘƛƻƴΤ  
ω ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊǎΤ 
ω ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳō-surface drainage works; 
ω ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎŀƭǘ-affected land; 
ω ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ǎƻƛƭ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƭŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎΤ ŀƴŘ 
ω encouraging identification and protection of wetlands; 

iv) To consider non-rural uses where they can be shown to be of benefit to the district and not detrimental 
to the natural resources or the environment; 

v) To allow for facilities for tourists and travellers, and for recreation uses; and 
vi) To have regard to use of adjoining land at the interface of the rural zone with other zones to avoid 

adverse effects on local amenities. 
 
It is significant to also note the proposed development will be undertaken on a portion of Lot 8 that is located 
on the outer edge of the Wellington Reservoir Catchment Special Control Area. Under the terms of LPS2 
development approval is required for any new development within the boundaries of this Special Control 
Area with the key aims being to avoid development of any land that could cause surface water pollution and 
to maintain or restore water quality to potable levels. The application was therefore referred to the 
Department of Water and Environmental Regulation in accordance with the procedural requirements of LPS2 
inviting feedback and comment within 42 days. The Department advised as follows: 

- The western portion of subject Lot 8 is within the 1 November 1976 Country Areas Water Supply Act 
1947 (CAWS Act) gazetted Wellington Dam Catchment Area clearing-controlled land; and 

- In view of the small scale development, no clearing of native vegetation, and minimal ground 
disturbance away from watercourses/wetlands the environmental impacts would be negligible. As 
such we have no comment or objection to this proposal. 

 
A meteorological mast is a use not specifically referred to in the Zoning Table of LPS2 and must therefore be 
considered and determined in accordance with clause 4.4.2 of the Scheme. As such, Council must determine 
whether the proposed development: 

a) ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨwǳǊŀƭΩ ȊƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ŀ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǘŜŘ 
in the zone subject to any conditions considered relevant; or 

b) Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨwǳǊŀƭΩ ȊƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
comment in accordance with the procedural requirements of the Deemed Provisions of the 
Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015; or 

c) ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨwǳǊŀƭΩ ȊƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
zone. 

 
Having regard for: 

i) the small area to be occupied by the proposed mast (i.e. approximately 3.38 hectares) and the 
fact the majority portion of both lots will continue to be used for broadacre agricultural purposes; 

ii) the intention to develop the proposed mast on a previously cleared portion of Lot 8 that is not 
salt affected and is well removed from any existing creek lines and wetlands (i.e. it will not be 
detrimental to any natural resources or the environment); 

iii) the relatively minor scale of the proposed development with minimal earthworks and surface 
drainage works required; 

iv) the advice received from the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation confirming it 
has no issues or concerns with the proposed development from an environmental perspective;  

v) the fact no express objections were raised by any immediately adjoining or other nearby 
landowners or the local community more broadly during the 28 day public consultation process 
which was a mandatory procedural requirement given the application is classŜŘ ŀǎ ΨŎƻƳǇƭŜȄΩ 
under the Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015; 

vi) ǘƘŜ {ƘƛǊŜΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ōȅ tƘƛƭƛǇ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ {Ŏƻǘǘ ƛƴ 
accordance with the Bush Fires Act 1954 and the Shire of West Arthur Annual Bushfire Notice; 
and 



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 23 October 2025 

 

Item 16.1 Page 6 

vii) the beneficial contribution the proposed development will have in facilitating the current 
transition to renewable energy sources and the long term development and growth of the local 
and State economy, 

ƛǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƭŀƴŘǎΩ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ΨwǳǊŀƭΩ ȊƻƴƛƴƎ 
classification and is therefore a use that may be permitted within the zone subject to any conditions Council 
considers appropriate. 
 
¢ƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŘǳŜ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƘƛǊŜΩǎ 
local planning framework including LPS2 and all relevant local planning policies, the Deemed Provisions of 
the Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015 and the outcomes from public 
advertising including advice received from the Civil Aviation Safety Authority, the Department of Water and 
Environmental Regulation, and Philip and Margaret Scott. This assessment has confirmed the proposal is 
compliant or capable of compliance with the following relevant requirements: 

- ¢ƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŀƛƳǎ ŀƴŘ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ [t{н ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƭŀƴŘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ΨwǳǊŀƭΩ ȊƻƴŜΤ 
- Land capability and land use compatibility including the continuation of broadacre agricultural 

activity; 
- Lot boundary setbacks; 
- Amenity of the locality including potential environmental, visual and social impacts; 
- Protection of the natural environment, water resources and cultural heritage significance; 
- Vehicle access and parking; 
- Aviation safety; and 
- Bushfire, flood risk and stormwater drainage management. 

 
Council should also note the following key points when considering and finally determining the application: 
 
1. The proposed mast will not give rise to any noise and air emissions (gases, dust and odours) once 

construction has been completed. As such there is no need to consider the requirements of State 
tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ tƻƭƛŎȅ пΦм ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ΨLƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ LƴǘŜǊŦŀŎŜΩ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ DǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ 
{ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ bƻΦо ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ Ψ{ŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ 5ƛǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ LƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ {ŜƴǎƛǘƛǾŜ [ŀƴŘ ¦ǎŜǎΩΦ 

 
2. All works associated with the proposed development will be undertaken over a two (2) week period 

using a small construction workforce comprising 5 to 7 people. Given the proposed works are temporary 
in nature, the proponent must comply with the requirements of the Public Health Act 2016 and 
associated guidelines for the management of public health risks associated with temporary toilets in 
Western Australia. A suitable advice note is recommended for inclusion in any development approval 
that may ultimately be granted by Council to alert the proponent to this requirement.  

 
3. No personnel will be on site during operation of the proposed mast. As such the need for ongoing access 

to the proposed development for routine maintenance purposes during the operational phase is 
expected to be minimal (i.e. 2 to 3 people only). 

 
4. The local road network is considered to be suitable and capable of supporting all heavy and light vehicle 

movements required during the construction and operational phases of the proposed development with 
the largest heavy vehicle expected to be a 35-tonne, 6-axle semi-trailer that will connect to a Hiab truck 
to facilitate delivery and construction of the proposed mast. 

 
5. The applicant has confirmed all guy wire foundations will be fenced off at the completion of construction 

to restrict access from livestock and reduce the risk of accidental damage from vehicle movements and 
ongoing farming activities on Lot 8. 

 
6. The Aviation Impact Assessment report submitted in support of the application and advice received from 
ǘƘŜ /ƛǾƛƭ !Ǿƛŀǘƛƻƴ {ŀŦŜǘȅ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ό/!{!Ωǎύ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎΥ 
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a) The mast structure should be constructed with alternating markings for at least the top third of the 
mast (i.e. alternating contrasting bands of colour); 

b) Marker balls or high visibility flags/sleeves should be installed on the upper third of the outside guy 
ǿƛǊŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǎǘΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƻŦ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊǎΤ 

c) Guy wire ground attachment points should be constructed using contrasting colours to the 
surrounding ground/vegetation; 

d) Low intensity obstacle lighting is recommended due to the potential for day time low level aerial 
agricultural flying, and during poor light and/or dusk. Consideration will need to be given to potential 
community impacts from the obstacle lighting during the hours of darkness; and 

e) 5Ŝǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǎǘΩǎ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƭŜǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ !ƛǊǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
proponent for possible inclusion in an obstacle database maintained by that agency and publication 
on aeronautical charts. 

Lǘ ƛǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƴƻǘŜ /!{! ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻƴŜƴǘΩǎ ŀǾƛŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
abovementioned safety measures are not mandatory but should be considered to ensure the proposed mast 
can be readily identified by pilots in low light atmospheric conditions and at night. Given Council has 
historically imposed conditions on previous development approvals granted for masts of this type requiring 
the installation of suitable markings and the provision of suitable information to Airservices Australia it is 
considered reasonable to again do so in this case. The installation of low intensity obstacle lighting has not 
been a requirement of any previous development approvals granted by Council given advice previously 
received from CASA however it is understood this will be a matter for further discussion between the 
proponent, CASA and Airservices Australia as part of the overall approval process. 
 
7. Given all access to/from the proposed development on Lot 8 will be via Lot 1710 located immediately 

east it is important to ensure unfettered rights of access between the two lots and all improvements 
thereon associated with the proposed development are maintained at all times in the event either of 
the two lots are sold to a third party during the life of the development to avoid any potential disputes 
or claims of trespass. As such it is recommended Council impose a condition on any development 
approval granted requiring the applicant to ensure legal rights of access between the two lots are 
formalised and maintained in accordance with the Transfer of Land Act 1893 (as amended) in the event 
either of the two lots are sold to a third party during the life of the proposed development. 
 

8. Given large portions of both properties have been designated by the Fire and Emergency Services 
Commissioner as being bushfire prone and the fire safety concerns raised by Philip and Margaret Scott 
in their submission, a suitable advice note is recommended for inclusion in any approval granted by 
Council advising the proponent of their obligation to ensure compliance with the Bush Fires Act 1954 
and the Shire of West Arthur Annual Bushfire Notice to help guard against any future potential bushfire 
ǊƛǎƪΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ƴƻǘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻƴŜƴǘ ƭƛŀƛǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ /ƘƛŜŦ 
Fire Control Officer prior to the commencement of development. 
 

9. Whilst the proposed development is likely to have a minor negative visual impact on the immediate 
locality due to the height of the proposed mast in its rural landscape setting and the various markings 
and visibility devices recommended by the Aviation Impact Assessment and CASA, this impact must be 
balanced with the benefits the mast will provide when planning for the future proposed wind farm. In 
this case it is contended the benefits outweigh the minor negative visual impact expected to arise which 
it should be noted are not permanent given the proposed development only has a lifespan of up to seven 
(7) years and was not identified as an issue of concern during the 28 day public advertising process. 
 

10. The proposed development is generally consistent with the objectives of the State Planning Strategy and 
State Energy Transformation Strategy in terms of ensuring the delivery of secure, reliable, sustainable 
ŀƴŘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩs growing demand. It is also consistent with the objectives 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƘƛǊŜΩǎ ²ƛƴŘ CŀǊƳǎ tƻƭƛŎȅΣ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ [ƻŎŀƭ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ƴŜǿ Wƻƛƴǘ [ƻŎŀƭ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 
Strategy which are aligned with the State Planning Framework. As such it is expected to make a 
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beneficial contribution to the current transition to renewable energy sources and the long term 
development and growth of the local and State economy. 

 
In light of the above findings it is concluded the proposal for the subject land is acceptable and unlikely to 
have any significant negative impacts on the general amenity, character, functionality and safety of the 
immediate locality subject to compliance with a number of conditions and associated advice notes. As such 
it is recommended Council exercise discretion and grant conditional approval to the application to ensure 
the development proceeds in accordance with the information and plans submitted in support of the 
ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƘƛǊŜΩǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪΦ 
 
An alternative to the recommendation for conditional development approval provided below is not 
considered necessary or recommended for the following reasons: 

i) The proposal is well founded, permissible and has scope to be approved immediately; 
ii) The proposal is capable of being implemented in accordance with the standards and 

ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƘƛǊŜΩǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 
conditions; 

iii) The proposal is unlikely to have any negative environmental, social, economic or governance 
impacts; and 

iv) The proponent is obliged to address/satisfy all other statutory and regulatory requirements to 
ensure the development is undertaken in an orderly and proper manner. 

 
CONSULTATION: 

The application was advertised for public comment in accordance with the procedural requirements of clause 
64 of the Deemed Provisions of the Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015 
for the minimum required period of 28 days. This process included: 

- tǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ƘƛǊŜΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΤ 
- tǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƘƛǊŜΩǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜΤ 
- Correspondence to all immediately adjoining landowners inviting their feedback/comment; and 
- Referral of the application to Airservices Australia, the Civil Aviation Safety Authority and the 

Department of Water and Environmental Regulation for review and comment. 
 
At the conclusion of public advertising submissions had been received from Civil Aviation Safety Authority, 
the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation, and Philip and Margaret Scott with no express 
objections raised. A copy of all submissions received is provided in Attachment 2. 
 
STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT: 

Planning and Development Act 2005 
Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015 
Shire of West Arthur Local Planning Scheme No.2 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS: 

State Planning Policy 2.0 ς Environment and Natural Resources Policy 
State Planning Policy 2.5 ς Rural Planning 
Shire of West Arthur Local Planning Policy No.5 ς Wind Farms 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 

There are no immediate financial implications for the Shire aside from the administrative costs associated 
ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƘƛǊŜΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƻŦŦǎŜǘ ƛƴ 
part by the development application fee paid by the proponent. All costs associated with the proposed 
development will be met by the proponent. 
 
Lǘ ƛǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƴƻǘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻƴŜƴǘκƭŀƴŘƻǿƴŜǊ ōŜ ŀƎƎǊƛŜǾŜŘ ōȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ 
they have the right to seek a formal review of that decision by the State Administrative Tribunal. Should this 
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occur for whatever reason, which is considered unlikely in this particular case given the recommendation for 
conditional approval, the Shire would need to respond. The cost to respond to an appeal cannot be 
determined at this preliminary stage but could be expected, based on the recent experience of other local 
government authorities in Western Australia, to range anywhere from $5,000 to $60,000 excluding GST and 
possibly more depending upon how far the matter proceeds through the review process. 
 
STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƘƛǊŜΩǎ [ƻŎŀƭ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 
Strategy (2006), Draft Joint Local Planning Strategy (2024), Strategic Community Plan Towards 2031, 
Corporate Business Plan 2021-2025 and Economic Development Strategy 2023-2033: 
Local Planning Strategy (2006) 

¶ Section 5.1 ς Support the diversification of agricultural production and other rural land uses that 
complement established farming practices and have potential to expand the economic base and 
population of the district; and 

¶ Section 6 ς Encourage and support environmental conservation and protection within the district. 
 
Draft Local Planning Strategy (2024) 

¶ Section 1.2.4.1 ς Protect, conserve and enhance environmental and landscape values for the benefit of 
current and future generations; 

¶ Section 1.2.4.3 - Manage land use to protect water resources for drinking water, amenity, environmental 
management, recreation, tourism, agriculture, mining, industry and cultural heritage; 

¶ Section 1.2.5.8 - Plan for strategic regional infrastructure which supports the ongoing sustainable 
development in the Strategy Area and surrounding region. 

¶ 1.3.2.14 - Support the protection and conservation of sites with significant heritage and cultural values 
ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ {ƘƛǊŜΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ 
 

Strategic Community Plan Towards 2031 
Local Economy Outcome 2.2 ς A growing, diverse business community; 
Local Economy Outcome 2.3 ς Existing businesses develop and grow; 
Natural Environment Outcome 3.1 ς Maintain and improve our key natural assets; 
Natural Environment Outcome 3.3 ς Our natural biodiversity is maintained and valued; 
Built Environment Outcome 4.1 ς Our road network is well maintained; 
Built Environment Outcome 4.3 ς Our cultural heritage is preserved and promoted; and 
Built Environment Outcome 4.4 ς Appropriate planning and development. 
 
Corporate Business Plan 2023/24 ς 2026/27 
Art, Culture and Heritage ς Maintain and preserve heritage buildings and places; 
Economic Development ς Support agricultural diversification opportunities; 
Asset Management ς Our built infrastructure, including road network, is well maintained; and 
Climate and Environment ς Maintain and improve key natural assets. 
 
Economic Development Strategy 2023-2033 
Priority 2: Infrastructure Development - Built infrastructure that is well maintained and meets the needs of 
our community; 
Priority 5: Strategic Industries and Diversification - Greater economic resilience through industry 
diversification; and 
Priority 6: Investment Attraction - New industry development and diversified job opportunities. 
 
RISK IMPLICATIONS: 

Risk management is the removal of uncertainty from business decisions. Risk is expressed in terms of 
likelihood it may occur and the consequences that may flow from it. The consequences may be positive or 
negative or simply a deviation from the expected. The risk or consequence may be related to health and 
safety; financial; business or service interruption; compliance; reputation; or the environment. Reference to 
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the risk matrix below will generate a risk rating by assessing the likelihood and consequence and 
multiplying these scores by each other. The greater the risk rating, the greater the risk and the higher the 
need for specific plans to be developed. All items with a risk rating greater than 10 should be added to the 
Risk Register and specific controls developed.  

Risk Themes: 

A risk theme is the categorising of risk. For example, the collection of risks that represent compliance failure. 
The risk themes in the shire Risk Register include: 

¶ Business Disruption 

¶ Community Disruption 

¶ IT or Communications Failure 

¶ External Threat or Fraud 

¶ Misconduct 

¶ Inadequate safety or security practices 

¶ Inadequate project or change management 

¶ Errors Omissions or Delays 

¶ Inadequate Document Management Processes 

¶ Inadequate supplier / contract management 

¶ Providing inaccurate advice / information 

¶ Ineffective Employment practices 

¶ Compliance failure 

¶ Inadequate asset management 

¶ Inadequate engagement practices 

¶ Ineffective facility or event management 

¶ Inadequate environmental management 
 
Risk Matrix: 

Consequence  Insignificant Minor Moderate Major Catastrophic 

Likelihood  1 2 3 4 5 

Almost Certain 5 Medium (5) High (10) High (15) Extreme (20) Extreme (25) 

Likely 4 Low (4) Medium (8) High (12) High (16) Extreme (25) 

Possible 3 Low (3) Medium (6) Medium (9) High (12) High (15) 
Unlikely 2 Low (2) Low (4) Medium (6) Medium (8) High (10) 

Rare 1 Low (1) Low (2) Low (3) Low (4) Medium (5) 

 

Description of Key Risk Development occurs in a manner not consistent 
with legislative requirements 

Risk Likelihood (based on history and with existing 
controls) 

Unlikely (2) 

Risk Consequence Minor (2) 

Risk Rating (Prior to Treatment or Control): 
Likelihood x Consequence 

Low (4) 

Principal Risk Theme Compliance failure 

Risk Action Plan (Controls or Treatment Proposed) Ensure compliance with conditions of approval and 
other applicable legislation and regulations. 

 

VOTING REQUIREMENTS: 
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Simple Majority 

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council: 

1. Determine the proposed development of a meteorological monitoring mast on Lot 8 on Plan 16470 
Gibbs Road, Darkan with all access via Lot 1710 on Deposited Plan 114867 Cordering Road North, 
Darkan is ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ΨwǳǊŀƭΩ ȊƻƴƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƘƛǊŜ 
of West Arthur Local Planning Scheme No.2 and may therefore be permitted in the zone; and 

2. Approve the development application submitted by West Arthur Energy Pty Ltd under the authority 
of Wunnenberg Nominees Pty Ltd (Landowner) for the construction and temporary use of a 
proposed new meteorological monitoring mast on Lot 8 on Plan 16470 Gibbs Road, Darkan with all 
access via Lot 1710 on Deposited Plan 114867 Cordering Road North, Darkan subject to the following 
conditions and advice notes: 

Conditions 

1. The proposed development shall be undertaken in accordance with the documentation and plans 
submitted in support of the application subject to any modifications required as a consequence of 
any condition/s of this approval or otherwise approved by the local government. 

2. Any additional development which is not in accordance with the application the subject of this 
approval or any condition of approval will require the further approval of the local government. 

3. The proposed development shall be substantially commenced within a period of two (2) years from 
the date of this approval. If the development is not substantially commenced within this period it 
shall not be carried out without the further approval of the local government having first being 
sought and obtained. 

4. This approval is valid for a period of seven (7) years only unless otherwise approved by the local 
government. 

5. The proposed mast shall be constructed with alternating markings for at least the top one third 
portion of the structure (i.e. alternating contrasting bands of colour) in accordance with Part 139 
(Aerodromes) Manual of Standards 2019. 

6. Marker balls or high visibility flags/sleeves must be installed on the upper one third portion of the 
ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ Ǝǳȅ ǿƛǊŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǎǘΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƻŦ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊǎ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ 
commissioning and use of the proposed mast for its intended purpose. 

7. Guy wire ground attachment points shall be constructed using contrasting colours to the 
surrounding ground and vegetation and fenced prior to commissioning and use of the proposed 
mast for its intended purpose. 

8. 5Ŝǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ƳŀǎǘΩǎ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƭŜǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ !ƛǊǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ 
by the proponent for inclusion in an obstacle database maintained by that agency and publication 
on aeronautical charts. Evidence of the notification required by this condition shall be provided to 
the local government within seven (7) days of the notification being provided to Airservices 
Australia. 

9. The removal and/or trimming of any native vegetation within any local road reserves used to access 
the proposed development is not permitted unless otherwise approved by the local government. 

10. The proponent shall, at its own cost, arrange for the immediate repair of any damage and/or 
extraordinary wear and tear on the local road network arising from the proposed development in 
accordance with any written directive and specifications issued by thŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ /ƘƛŜŦ 
Executive Officer. 
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11. All waste generated during the construction process shall be disposed or recycled at an 
approved/licensed waste disposal and/or recycling facility. No waste is permitted to be stored and 
disposed on the land. 

12. The proponent shall ensure a legal right of access to/from Lot 8 via Lot 1710 is formalised and 
maintained in accordance with the Transfer of Land Act 1893 (as amended) in the event either of 
the two lots are sold to a third party during the life of the development (i.e. the creation of a suitable 
ŜŀǎŜƳŜƴǘκǎ ōȅ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊύΦ ²ǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻƴŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ Ƴǳǎǘ 
be provided to the local government within 28 days of registration of the easement/s on the 
certificate of title of each lot. 

13. The proposed mast and all associated improvements shall be removed from Lot 8 in their entirety 
with the area they occupied reinstated to its original condition insofar as practicable within 90 days 
of expiry of this approval unless otherwise approved by the local government. 

Advice Notes 

1. This approval is not an authority to ignore any constraint to development on the land which may 
exist through contract or on title, such as an easement or restrictive covenant. It is the responsibility 
of the proponent and not the local government to investigate any such constraints before 
commencing development. This approval will not necessarily have regard to any such constraint to 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƭŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘǊŀǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΦ 

2. This is a development approval of the Shire of West Arthur under its Local Planning Scheme No.2. It 
is not a building permit or an approval to commence or carry out development under any other law. 
It is the responsibility of the proponent to obtain any other necessary approvals, consents, permits 
and licenses required under any other law, and to commence and carry out development in 
accordance with all relevant laws. 

3. The proponent is advised a building permit application for the proposed mast is not required given 
the exemption afforded by Section 70 of the Building Act 2011. Notwithstanding this fact it is 
strongly recommended the mast be constructed in accordance with plans prepared by a structural 
engineer to ensure it is structurally sound. 

4. The proponent is reminded of its obligation to ensure compliance with the requirements of the 
Public Health Act 2016 and associated guidelines for the management of public health risks 
associated with temporary toilets in Western Australia. To confirm the relevant requirements in this 
ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ IŜŀƭǘƘ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ ƻƴ фуфл лфлл or 
eho@narrogin.wa.gov.au. 

5. The proponent is reminded of their obligation to ensure compliance with the Bush Fires Act 1954 
and the Shire of West Arthur Annual Bushfire Notice to help guard against any future potential 
bushfire risk given portions of the properties the subject of this approval have been designated by 
the Fire and Emergency Services Commissioner as being bushfiǊŜ ǇǊƻƴŜΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻƴŜƴǘΩǎ 
employees and contractors must comply with any Shire of West Arthur Harvest and Vehicle 
Movement ban in place at the time of carrying out any work. It is strongly recommended the 
ǇǊƻǇƻƴŜƴǘ ƭƛŀƛǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ /ƘƛŜŦ CƛǊŜ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ 
of development. 

6. Failure to comply with any of the conditions of this development approval constitutes an offence 
under the provisions of the Planning and Development Act 2005 and the Shire of West Arthur Local 
Planning Scheme No.2 and may result in legal action being initiated by the local government. 

7. If the proponent/landowner is aggrieved by this determination there is a right of review by the State 
Administrative Tribunal in accordance with the Planning and Development Act 2005 Part 14. An 
application must be submitted directly to the State Administrative Tribunal within 28 days of the 
determination 
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