Expression of Interest
Business Development Opportunity
Darkan Light Industrial Area
Introduction
The Shire of West Arthur is committed to business development to support the local economy and
generate local employment. The Shire is willing to assist businesses to establish, relocate or expand
to support the growth of our community.
Light industrial businesses are sought to expand the Light Industrial Area in Growden Place in Darkan.
The Shire is willing to develop a site to accommodate the needs of a new or existing businesses.
Development
may
include
construction of buildings and/or
other infrastructure.
Background
Darkan is situated on Coalfields
Road, 204 kilometres from Perth.
Darkan is a comfortable 2 ½ hour
drive from Perth and can be reached
by road along Albany Highway, via
Williams or Arthur River. It is 65km
from Collie, 74km from Narrogin and
115km from Bunbury.
Darkan is the administrative centre for the Shire of West Arthur. The Shire of West Arthur is located
in the far south west of the Wheatbelt Region of Western Australia and covers an area of 2,850 square
kilometres. It encompasses the townsites of Darkan, Duranillin and Arthur River and has an estimated
total population of 900.
The Darkan Light Industrial Area (LIA) is located 1.5km east of
the townsite on Growden Place which has direct heavy
vehicle access to Coalfields Road from two directions. The
initial seven lots developed by the Shire in the 1990s have all
sold and are occupied by an engineering fabrication business,
a transport company, a school bus operator, Cooperative
Bulk Handling, and a rural supplies company.
The Shire has since acquired and rezoned adjoining land to
extend the LIA. Part of the additional land has been
developed into four serviced lots of approximately 3000sqm
by Landcorp. Two of the Landcorp lots have been purchased
and developed into a 24 hour fuel supply and two remain for
sale. Services available include 3-phase power, water, fixed
telephone, and ADSL and mobile broadband internet.
Landcorp can be contacted for further information on these
lots sales@landcorp.com.au or 1300 730 435.

Landcorp Industrial Lots
Lot #

Address

Land Size

Price (Ex GST)

GST

Status

27

Growden Place

3,001 sqm

$54,000

$5,400

Available

30

Growden Place

2,936 sqm

$53,000

$5,300

Available

The Shire owns the balance of the rezoned land as an unserviced larger 17,669 sqm lot. This site
could be subdivided and serviced to the requirements of potential businesses.
The Landcorp lots are shaded Green in the image below and the larger Shire lot is shaded yellow.

Development Opportunity
To encourage new and existing businesses to establish in the Growden Place Light Industrial Area, the
Shire will consider proposals for the Shire to purchase and develop one of the existing sites to
accommodate the needs of a suitable light industrial business under a lease arrangement.
The development may include construction of a building and or other infrastructure. At the end of the
lease period there would be potential for the lessee to purchase the developed site from the Shire.
Potential Uses
Broadacre cereal cropping and livestock production are West Arthur’s dominant economic activities
generating approximately 65% of the regions output and 70% of the regions employment. There is
also a strong manufacturing sector that generates 10% of the region’s economic output and employs
7% of the workforce. Darkan is close to mining activity presenting opportunities for development of
engineering businesses that service both the agricultural and mining sectors. Both gold and mineral
sands are mined in nearby Boddington and coal is mined in Collie.

Coalfields Road is a major east west link between Bunbury and the Albany Highway linking the South
West to the Wheatbelt and Great Southern. In excess of 500 vehicles per day travel this road
transporting passengers and freight including grain, fertiliser, livestock, timber and other goods.
Bunge is a leading marketer of Australian grains who
operate an export port terminal in Bunbury Port and
grain receival depots in Arthur River and Kukerin east of
Darkan. The majority of the Bunge grain is carted
through Darkan. Any future developments at the
Bunbury Port are likely to result in increased freight
movement through Darkan.
This is a “blank canvas” opportunity in a highly
affordable area for a start-up or existing business to
access land, buildings and infrastructure that can be
developed to meet particular requirements without
significant up-front costs.
The Shire of West Arthur will assist with planning approval advice, facilitating local contacts and site
selection. In accordance with the Town Planning Scheme the sites may be developed with Council
Approval for:
•
Rural industry (D)
•
Caretaker’s dwelling (D)
•
Service industry (P)
•
Fuel depot (P);
•
Service station (D)
•
General industry (D);
•
Storage (D)
•
Light industry (P)
•
Transport depot (P)
•
Motor vehicle, boat, or caravan
•
Warehouse (D)
sales (P)
•
Winery (D)
•
Motor vehicle repair (P)
•
Veterinary centre (P)
•
Plant Nursey (P)
(P) is a permitted use, subject to development approval being issued by the local government, and (D)
is a discretionary use which means that Council may consider granting planning approval.
Opportunities and development is not limited to those listed above and alternative uses may be
considered.
The minimum building setbacks are:
Front: 7.5m

Rear: 7.5m

Side: 5.0m on one side.

The development of the blocks will be required to comply with the Town Planning Scheme. This will
include a 5m landscaped setback on each lot and a separation distance from dwellings in accordance
with the guidelines of the Environmental Protection Authority. Additionally, a Bushfire Attack Level
Assessment will need to be undertaken as a result of adjacent bushfire prone vegetation.
Shire staff and consultants are available
to assist with queries regarding the sites,
development opportunities and other
requirements of the Scheme.
Enquiries to: Nicole Wasmann - ceo@westarthur.wa.gov.au or (08) 97362222

Submission Requirements for Expression of Interest
If you are seeking to invest, set up, relocate or expand your business in this area, then a submission
with the following documentation to the Shire should be made:
• Details of the requirements i.e. size of building and any specific requirements
• Identify the preferred term of lease and potential for purchasing the developed site at the end
of the lease period
• Company/consortium profile (with partners and roles clearly outlined)
• Business capabilities/credentials
• Business plan
• Three referees
Statutory Processes
Any lease opportunity will be required to meet statutory requirements of the Local Government Act.
The Shire is required to advertise its intention to dispose of its interests in the property by leasehold
tenure by giving local public notice and inviting submissions.
Community Profile
Darkan is a vibrant country town with a local population of
approximately 250 people. Reasonably priced housing is
available to purchase or rent. Local industries include wool,
sheep, timber, grain, forestry, beef, engineering and
earthmoving.
Commercial services in Darkan include 24 hour fuel supply,
hardware and rural suppliers, mechanic, supermarket,
hairdresser, hotel, post office, roadhouse/cafe, a
bookshop/café, and Bendigo Bank agency.
The West Arthur Health and Resource Centre has a number of medical services including visiting
doctor, chiropractor, physiotherapist and nurse. Other community services based at the Centre
include the Community Resource Centre, “The Bleat” community newspaper, library, meeting rooms
and Bendigo Bank Agency.
Darkan Primary School offers classes from Kindy to Year 6,
and is well run and resourced. A daily school bus operates
between Darkan and Collie Senior High School which
provides schooling from Year 7-12.
Assistance for Isolated Children (AIC) may be available for
children attending boarding school. Kids Central Childcare
operates from the Darkan Sport and Community Centre
three days per week. Kids Central takes enrolments for full
day, half day, regular and casual bookings.
The Shire of West Arthur is part of the Williams Police
District as no permanent police station is located in the
Shire. The Shire is fortunate to have a very low crime rate.

Community organisations are strongly supported in the Shire and include groups such as photography
group, volunteer fire brigades, St John Ambulance, playgroup, arts council, Mens Shed, Tidy Towns,
and West Arthur Lions.
Sport and recreation plays a major role and
there are excellent facilities provided in
Darkan and at Moodiarrup and Arthur River.
Sporting facilities include a 25m heated
swimming pool, grassed oval, community
managed gym, bowling greens, golf courses,
tennis courts, and a rifle range. Hillman Sky
Divers has been operating in the area for
over 30 years. Summer and winter sport is
available for children locally and there are a
number of local and regional sporting
opportunities including football with the
combined Wagin West Arthur team, cricket
in Williams and Wagin, hockey and soccer in
Collie, netball, tennis, golf and bowls.
The Shire of West Arthur is committed to supporting existing businesses and attracting new
businesses, residents and tourists to our area, driving economic jobs growth for our community.

