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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This Municipal Heritage Inventory has been prepared on behalf of the Shire of West Arthur by John 

Bird of Bird Communications, March 1997 and reviewed by Kerryn Chia in 2007/2008. The purpose of 

this report has been to satisfy the requirements of the Heritage of Western Australia Act 1990 as well as 

provide the West Arthur Shire Council and community with a comprehensive list of places within the 

Shire boundaries which are of cultural heritage significance. 

Cultural heritage significance is aesthetic, historic, scientific and social value a site may have for

present and future generations. This may be a place which has played an important role in history of the 

area, a building which has a particular architectural style or association with a person, or a natural

feature which should be conserved as a place for people to use. 

The Inventory can be seen as a heritage asset register which can be used in conjunction with the Shire

Planning Scheme to provide for individual places as well as precincts. The Inventory has an important 

role in the conservation of local areas especially when related to design guidelines, tourism studies and 

the community’s sense of place. 

1.1 Legislative Basis 

The Inventory is a local heritage list which has been compiled under a provision in the Heritage of 

Western Australia Act 1990. The Act requires public consultation in the identification of heritage 

places although the decision to enter places in the Municipal Inventory rests ultimately with the Shire 

Council. 

Municipal Inventories must be updated annually and reviewed every four years. Places in the Inventory 

of high heritage significance may also be included in the State Register of Heritage places. 

Although the Act requires a local Council to provide the Heritage Council with a copy of its inventory, 

the places listed will not be considered for entry into the State Register without further assessment.

1.2 Compilation    

The philosophical basis for the process of developing the Inventory is the International Council on 

Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) Charter for the Conservation of Places of Cultural Significance (the 

Burra Charter) which provides guidance on matters of definitions, assessment of significance, and the 

preparation of conservation policy. 

The process of compiling the Inventory list was carried out over many months and required the 

involvement of state and local public bodies as well as members of the community. A steering 

committee of local residents, which represented a broad diversity of community interests, knowledge 

and expertise, assisted in the process and overview all nominations, during the initial process and 

during the review.  

1.3 Historical Overview  

A history of the area was prepared in order to establish criteria to assess nominations and to locate the 

heritage places within a historical and architectural context. 

The thematic framework that has been produced is a comprehensive social history of the area which 

defines historic themes within which the heritage places can be categorized. 
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Essentially, the development of the history of the area was to ensure that the Inventory list represented 

all aspects of the community. 

1.4 Existing Documentation 

All previous heritage places have been reviewed and incorporated into the Inventory. This included 

listings from the Heritage Council of Western Australia and the National Trust of Australia (Western 

Australia). 

1.5 Place/Site Record Sheets  

Nominations for additional places/sites on the Inventory list were received from the steering committee 

and community. This list was supplemented by places/sites identified by the consultant where notable 

places were omitted or not represented. All individual community nominations were reviewed by the 

consultant and the Steering Committee and further information for each place was assembled in order 

to demonstrate reasons for inclusion. 

Management recommendations have been assigned to each nomination to assist the Council in policy 

decisions relating to the Shire planning scheme. 

In addition, a list of significant sites have been identified which should be reviewed regularly and, as 

appropriate, added to the Inventory. 

1.6 Heritage Provisions in the Shire Planning Scheme 

The purpose of the Inventory is to contribute to the management of the community’s identified and 

recognised heritage assets and resources. This can be achieved through appropriate integration with 

community planning and development control. 

Heritage precincts are appropriate for those areas where it is desirous to conserve the general 

environment and setting of heritage places. Precincts which have been identified in the Inventory can 

be included as conservation areas. This will ensure conservation of the building stock and control of 

building redevelopment and renovation. It will also allow for landowners be advised of the 

implications/recommendations affecting their properties. 

1.7 Further Reviews 

This document represents the beginning of a register of heritage places that will be continually 

expanded. In accordance with the Act, it will be required to be reviewed annually and updated every 

four years. Any additional properties and amendments will need to be adopted by Council. 

Where any works which may affect a heritage place are proposed, adequate assessment should be 

prepared in accordance with Heritage Council of Western Australia requirements.  

1.8 Review undertaken in 2007/2008 

The review process undertaken in 2007/2008 was completed in two stages.  This is the first review of 

the document since its original completion.  Stage one aimed to: 

• collate the existing document into an electronic format including digital photos of all sites 

where possible; 

• review each site, general information, its condition and its management categories; 
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• include additional information (such as Heritage Council Reference numbers) where 

applicable; and  

Stage one of the Project was completed in June 2007.  Stage two of the review aimed to: 

• establish a community working group;  

• have the working group undertaken a strengths and weaknesses assessment of the Municipal 

Inventory; 

• identify and prioritise any potential sites for inclusion on the Inventory; 

• research and document the sites proposed for inclusion on the Inventory; and 

• update the document based on the above information 

• update the indexing and mapping associated with the Municipal Inventory. 

Stage two was completed in June 2008. 
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2.0 WEST ARTHUR HERITAGE FRAMEWORK

This Framework is a time-line thematic overview of development within the West Arthur Shire from 

the time of European settlement to the present.  The overview not only  identifies themes as they 

emerge both in time and through time, but also describes major stories and events within themes. 

The framework is intended to be the basis of the Inventory of historically significant places within the 

Shire of West Arthur.  It is a guide for the establishment of a comprehensive list of significant 

buildings, features and places which reflect the history of the Shire and which its citizens may wish to 

protect or mark for the enjoyment and education of current and future residents and visitors. 

2.1 Themes in Time 

2.1.1.  To 1830:  Aboriginal Occupation 

For at least 35,000 years before the arrival of European man to Australia, small groups of Aborigines 

wandered all over the area, centring their nomadic movements on the various waterholes and river 

pools.  Usually in small family groups, they moved with the change of seasons, from place to place 

within their own territories, utilising the available animals and plant food.  Only at certain times of the 

year would they gather at selected places (eg. Darkan Rock) with the other neighbouring groups to 

discuss relevant happenings.  Camping at night always involved a fire and because of its importance, 

the women carried the smouldering slabs of bark from place to place, as the groups shifted their camp.  

Generally a shelter (mia-mia) would be built only if the weather was bad or if the group intended 

staying for some time.  The mia-mias were a framework of sticks covered with the available 

vegetation, such as paperbark, blackboy skirts, and the sedge species of grasses. 

The tools and implements for food gathering and preparation were sourced from local materials.  The 

adult male possessed several spears made from mallet or melaleuca; a spear thrower, and a throwing or 

killing stick which were all made from the jam tree.  The sticks were shaped and sharpened with their 

rasps of stone and with the aid of fire.  To preserve the wood, animal fat which prevented the wood 

drying and cracking, was regularly applied.  Stones of varied shapes and sizes were used for many 

purposes - millstones for grinding up the seeds of acacias for food; rasps for shaping the wooden 

hunting tools; flakes for skinning and scraping captured animals; and stones for a hand axe. 

The native animals provided the majority of the diet for the Aborigines - kangaroos, possums, 

wallabies, snakes, goannas, lizards, and birds, and their eggs.  The kangaroo was put to many uses.  

The meat was good food, the sinews in the tail were used for binding, the long front teeth formed the 

hook on spear throwers, and the large bones were used to make tools.  The skins were used to make 

cloaks and carrying bags.  To make a cloak, one to three skins were joined together with sinews from 

the kangaroo’s tail.  The garment was called a bouka or boca and would hang from the shoulders to the 

knee with the fur worn close to the body in winter, and reversed in the warmer weather.  It was durable, 

warm and waterproof; when it rained the wearer squatted and was immediately encased in a waterproof 

shell.  It was quite common to see the Aborigines walking along with a cloud of smoke coming from 

the bouka: they carried a lighted piece of jam bark to kindle a fire quickly (as it was carried under the 

cloak, it also gave them extra warmth). 

Many stories were told of the animals and birds, emphasising the position and importance of each of 

them.  These stories were handed down from generation to generation and as a consequence became 

legends.  Most of these legends and their significance have become lost during the period of European 

settlement. 

The Land 

The early European explorers into the hinterland wrote of open plains timbered with large trees, giving 

a ‘park like’ appearance.  Today an examination of the wandoo country which, after being ringbarked, 
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has regrown would tend to confirm this.  Amongst the sapling regrowth are well spaced dead large 

wandoo trees, which had been rung nearly a century ago. 

Many of the sandalwood trees which were valuable for their timber, were quickly removed and now 

only isolated specimens remain.  Other trees were soon found to have uses - either for building material 

(jarrah and wandoo), fence posts (jam), bark (mallet) or gum (manna wattle) and as a consequence, 

were exploited for these purposes.  While these trees are still generally fairly widespread many of the 

native shrubs have been cleared or eaten out by stock.  Only in the areas of protected bushland can the 

remnants of the original species be observed. 

Of the native animals, only the kangaroo has been able to survive in any quantity.  The once common 

possum is now rarely seen and the other marsupials are either extinct in this area or very limited in 

numbers. 

The larger birds such as the giant wedgetailed eagle and the various hawks are now rarely observed as 

the composition of the environment (the timber, animal life and farmers’ guns) have contributed to 

their demise.  Some of the smaller species of birds have also become relatively rare with the clearing of 

the land which offered them protection from the natural and introduced (fox and kookaburra) predators.

The introduction of the English Red Fin perch to the inland waterways had an adverse effect on the 

native fish and crustacean populations.  Not only did the perch seek out the smaller fish, such as 

minnows, they also ate the young marron and bred so rapidly that the competition for food made it 

difficult for the native catfish to survive. 

2.1.2.  1830 -1851: Exploration

The unsuitability of the land around Perth for agriculture pushed the settlement along the Swan River 

near Guildford.  As the colonial population continued to increase, immediate food shortages forced 

Governor Stirling to look beyond the Darling Range for tracts of arable land. 

Stirling was also anxious to develop an overland route to link the two colonial settlements, Perth and

Albany.  The latter with the natural harbour at King George’s Sound also had the advantage of being 

much closer to the Eastern Colonies.  Captain Thomas Bannister was entrusted to this task and his 

glowing and enthusiastic reports of the hinterland during his 1830/31 expedition prompted Stirling to 

send out further expeditions.  Bannister enthused: 

“In many places of a park like appearance, not possessing more timber than was sufficient 

for ornament, and covered with an abundance of the finest grass fit for sheep and cattle, 

from the summits of the hills we commanded a view for miles the picturesque and fertile 

appearance of which surpassed our most sanguine expectations.  Fancy yourself in a highly 

cultivated wooded district in England in harvest and you see this country.  The grass which 

was in large patches was yellow at this season, and at a distance did not look unlike ripe 

corn. 

The whole of this country is very free from underwood or shrubs consequently you can see 

a very considerable distance. 

I am afraid to say more, lest disappointment should be felt by an individual whose fortune 

may lead him to this remote part of the world, but unquestionably from the quantity of good 

land, the excellence of the water which I have no doubt when the country becomes known, 

might at all times be procured at convenient distances, it is a country deserving the closest 

attention”  (1) 

During the period 1835-1837, Surveyor Alfred Hillman made a number of expeditions between the 

settlements at Perth and Albany.  In March 1837 he was able to mark a route linking the main centres -

Albany, York (via Williams), Guildford and Perth. He then persuaded Governor Stirling to return with 

him the following month.  Anxious to verify Bannister’s and Hillman’s glowing reports, Stirling 

agreed.  He was indeed favourably impressed with the region, and on his return to Perth spoke at great

length of the country’s potential.  Stirling was quoted as ‘having seen a large extent of fine country

well watered’. 
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The importance of an overland link between the Swan River and the Sound had long been recognised.  

F.C. Irwin in his book The State and Position of Western Australia 1835, wrote:- 

“Once line of communication is opened, the King George’s Sound will become a station of 

great importance, being only 10 days sail from Van Diemen’s Land.  Consequently it will 

afford great facilities for the introduction of stock from that colony and Sydney, without the 

exposure to risk and loss that is often encountered in doubling Cape Leeuwin. 

The country the road will penetrate reportedly  is  abundantly  supplied  with  water  and 

places suitable for good stock stations.”  

The granting of mail contracts in 1841, from King George’s Sound to Perth, brought a new era in 

communications to the Western corner of the continent.  A monthly service, via Kojonup and Bunbury, 

was contracted to H.F. Johnstone.  The monthly service from the Sound via York and Guildford was 

awarded to Joseph Harris.  With his intimate knowledge of the country, Harris was admirably suited to 

this task. 

It has been said that as early as 1837, mail was carried on foot between Perth and Albany.  It may well 

have been that Harris played an active part in this, as he visited both settlements regularly.  The mail 

contracts were let to a number of different mail carriers in the 1840’s.  Among these were George 

Hancock (1844), Nathaniel Shaw (1845) and Richard Morris (1846).  In 1843, provision was made for 

some mails to be carried in spring carts in preference to horseback.  Also in 1846, tenders could be for 

as far as Williams or the whole route.  (2) 

2.1.3.  1852 - 1888  Era of Development  

A Busy Centre on the Albany Road 

The 1840’s had seen a period of stagnation for the Western Colony.  Many settlers became dispirited, 

abandoned their holdings and left the colony.  During this decade, the settlers had requested the 

introduction of convicts.  This was granted in 1850 and lasted until 1868.  This was a period of 

unprecedented activity in both public and private works and enterprises.  

January 1847 saw the first official mention of a new route to link Albany, when tenderers were notified 

of a probable alteration in the line of conveyance.  It was not until 1852 that major changes were made.  

In this year steam ships were introduced to the colonies run.  Consequently, when tenders were called 

for the twelve months from 1/1/1853, quotes had to include the conveyance of the mail from the bi-

monthly steam ships calling at the Sound: for which purpose the departure of mail from Albany would, 

if necessary be delayed (with a corresponding delay at Kojonup).  The Perth/Kojonup tender could, 

until Government line of road be declared, use the best route for the expeditious delivery of mail. (3) 

Steam ships accentuated the importance of Albany as the port of the colony.  This meant most overseas 

mail and passengers would be calling at Albany bi-monthly, but it would also lessen the time in transit. 

The construction of a serviceable road to accommodate the increased traffic became of prime 

importance.  After lengthy consideration and debate, a direct route from Kelmscott to Albany was 

chosen.  It had engineering advantages compared with the other possible choices (through 

York/Williams  or Bunbury/Kojonup) as well as being some  40 miles shorter.  

The new road brought with it the need of police presence and the first base in the West Arthur area was 

at the Beaufort. 

Police Barracks had been situated at the Beaufort River bridge in the 1850’s and was manned by two 

mounted European constables.  This outpost was the only police base between Albany and York/Perth 

and Bunbury, although bases at Bannister and Beverley were later established. 

The police barracks at the Beaufort was abandoned, and a mounted policeman stationed at the 125 

mile, Arthur River, from 1862 until 1867 when they relocated to the 131 mile (4) (5).  It is possible that 
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Sgt. Frances Roland Spratt was stationed here for a period.  The Spratt family of three sons and three

daughters arrived in the Victory, 1854, from County Cork, Ireland.  Spratt joined the Perth police 

force, and in 1866 was killed when he was thrown from his horse near the Narrogin Inn, Armadale. 

The importance of the Albany Road in the development of the Swan River settlement was responsible 

for the thriving settlement at the 125 mile - known then as Mount Pleasant - after the Inn of the same

name built for the Spratt family.  In time, the post office, blacksmith shop, Church and Piesse’s store 

were all to be built in this vicinity.  The 125 mile was also a key point in the changing of horses for the 

Mail Coach before the building of the Police Barracks at the 131 mile in 1867. 

Late in 1866 the Police Superintendent wrote discussing the redistribution of police stations along the 

Albany:- 

“At the 125 mile station, the Mounted Constable is at present living in a hired house some 

distance off the road, while his horse is supposed to be stabled and foraged at the Landlord’s 

house fully a mile distant”.  (6) 

Governor Weld in the same month remarked:- 

“Police supervision is necessary throughout the whole line of the road, now much resorted 

to by convicts, illegally at large, and other offenders.” 

Bushranging had not become a problem as yet, but the experience in the eastern colonies was sufficient

to move the government to act.  This, in conjunction with the policy of making full use of the 

remaining convicts before the British government removed their officials and finance, saw plans drawn 

up to build a series of Barracks along the road. 

Late in 1866, Warder McMahon and a party of convicts were detailed to build police stations at the 

Gordon River and the 131 mile.  The 131 mile site was chosen because of a good water supply from a 

water hole nearby.  This site had first been settled by William Harris. 

Sgt. Spratt’s eldest daughter, Mary Ann, was, on 16 January 1866, appointed postmistress at the 125 

mile, Arthur River.  She held this position for many years, although it was not gazetted as a post office 

until 1882.  James Spratt had the land opposite the Querending Spring, 125 mile, surveyed in 1867.  

This became location 36, and here the Mount Pleasant Inn was built in 1869. 

One very early traveller, whose journeys along the Albany Road were well documented, was Bishop 

Hale, Anglican Bishop of Perth.  On his first trip in November 1856, his party stopped at “Wayjarrup” 

(125 mile) where “they dug a waterhole and covered it with slabs”.  He also mentioned “a good number 

of emus and kangaroos”.  On his return, the 125 mile was referred to as “Waygerrup” and the party 

“camped under a large tree about the 118 mile near a creek with large holes”.  They had camped 

previously on the south side of the Beaufort River and held evening prayers at the Beaufort Barracks, 

136 mile.  (7) 

On his second trip nearly 10 years later, he again camped at the Beaufort and wrote:- 

“Old place, by Beaufort Bridge deserted  . . .  had a good breakfast at Spratts’ 124 mile, 

sandalwood cutters at Arthur Bridge.” (8) 

The First Pastoralists 

Governor Hutt’s policy of not allowing land purchases beyond the protection limits had not encouraged 

land exploration and development.  Good land belonging to the crown was becoming short as the fertile 

land around the established centres was quickly taken up. 

The practise of grazing sheep on vacant crown land (of which there was an abundance) became 

legalised in 1847 with the issuing of depasturing Licenses.  However it was not for another decade that 

any significant impact was felt in the West Arthur area.  By this time, ‘ticket of leave’ convicts or 

‘expirees’ (those who had finished their sentence) were available in considerable numbers to serve as 

shepherds.  The gradual build up of stock numbers in the Colony through natural increase also was an 
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important factor in the viability of running large flocks of sheep at the outstations.  Hitherto with the 

necessity to import sheep from Van Diemen’s Land or the other Eastern Colonies, the larger flocks 

were outside the financial capacity of all but the most wealthy. 

The conditions of a Pastoral Lease were five pound per annum and 10/- per 1000 acres per annum for 

eight years with right of renewal and first right of purchase.  Tillage leases by comparison were 2/- per 

acre per year. 

The minimum price of land was reduced from one pound to 10/- per acre in 1859.  Contributing factors 

to this were: 

• The poor state of the colony’s economy 

• Lack of sales of land due to very few new settlers 

• Acute shortage of fertile crown land 

• The much lower price being asked for private land (at this stage people were leaving the 

colony faster than that they were arriving.) 

The opening of the Perth to Albany Road brought a spate of pastoralists into the region in the 1850’s.  

Many of these had come from, or were, still based around York.  To expand, they had to go further 

afield, and reports of good grazing land, in what is now the Great Southern, quickly spread. 

The first group of pastoralists to take up leases in the area were Edward Hamersley, J.H. Monger, 

William Cornwall and George Kersley.  Hamersley took out a 20,000 acre lease at the junction of the 

Arthur and Beaufort Rivers in January 1854.  This lapsed in 1857 and thereafter Hamersley was more 

attracted to the Champion Bay area and also eventually gave up his other southern leases at Williams 

and Martup Hills (1857 - 1866) at the Beaufort.  Edward Hamersley was not only the first lease holder,

but also was the uncle of Malcolm Travis Hamersley, who was to settle near the Arthur some years 

later, who still has descendants farming in the shire. 

In 1852 the well known York merchant and pastoralist John Henry Monger secured a lease on the 

Arthur River some 6.5 miles west of the old York Road Crossing.  During the next two decades 

Monger’s sheep were grazing over scattered leases from the Hotham to the Beaufort Rivers. After his 

arrival in 1858, William Cornwall became a commanding personality on the Albany Road from 

Williams to Kojonup.  He made his base the Beaufort Station and later expanded his business interests 

to both Williams and Kojonup.  In 1861 George Kersley took over part of Hamersley’s leases near the 

Duranillin Pool but soon transferred his flocks to the Dumbleyung Lake as this was closer to his 

Beverley base and contained far less poison. 

Settlers 

Following the flocks of the first pastoralists were others who saw more permanent opportunities for 

settlement in the district.  Initially these were scattered near the Albany Road in the vicinity of the 125 

mile - possibly due to the presence of the police base here.  The man responsible for this was William 

Hogan (Superintendent of the Colonial Police Force from 1861) who himself selected land at ‘Mount 

Pleasant’ at the 125 mile.  In conjunction with his official duties, he ran this venture until his 

mortgagors foreclosed in mid 1867. (10)  The purchaser of the property (which included 560 sheep, 

300 lambs and equipment) and associated grazing leases was John Taylor, formerly of ‘Yangedine’ 

near York.  The Taylor family later concentrated their interests in the Wedgecarrup district. 

An adjoining neighbour of firstly Hogan and then Taylor, was Charles Claydon.  Claydon first 

obtained land in the district when he took over Monger’s lease on the Arthur River, in July 1863.  This 

he transferred to James Fleay in 1864, along with a lease south-west of the Williamsburg townsite, to 

W. Lavender.  However, in 1865 he formed a partnership with Charles Thompson to take up numerous 

leases on the Arthur River.  Thompson had, from 1863 also held leases west of Williamsburg townsite.  

About 30 leases were taken up by this pair in a six-year period, mostly near the 120 mile on the Arthur 

River.  Among these were several tillage leases that were later freeholded: Locations 44 and 61 at 120

mile, Arthur River Bridge; Locations 53 (Kokarrup Pool) and 180, later transferred to Mortimer New 

and E. Hooley, and finally to become ‘Wattle Dale’, the property of John H. Fleay and his sons.  
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Charles Claydon, as an unmarried farm labourer, had been sentenced for ten years on the charge of 

robbery and wounding in 1850.  He arrived aboard the ‘Sea Park’ some four years later, where he was 

immediately given a ticket of leave license. (11) He later found employment with John Taylor at York, 

as a shepherd, and while here met two other expirees, Charles Carpenter and Thomas Thompson. 

In time, these four were all to live near the 125 mile, Taylor buying William Hogan’s property in 1868, 

Thompson and Claydon to initially become partners as pastoralists before going their separate ways 

and Carpenter to live with his family near the Arthur Bridge. 

John Fleay, another York settler, in mid 1857, had been granted the lease of 23,500 acres on the 

Williams River.  In 1860 he added another 8,000 acres to this and made his first venture into the 

Wakegurrup (Wedgecarrup) area with a lease south of the spring.  In 1864, he took up 6,000 acres 

south of the 125 mile and took over from Claydon, Monger’s original river lease of 1853.  Further 

leases at the Arthur and Wakegurrup followed, but then he contracted his leases, transferring several to 

Thompson and Claydon, and to his son, Henry Walter Fleay. 

Henry Walter Fleay had previously established himself at the Arthur River in late August of 1863, 

receiving two leases east and south-east of the 123 mile post.  He was another to be impressed by the 

Wakegurrup district, and purchased a lease north of the spring.  Here, as at Arthur River, he would 

have William Hogan as a neighbouring leaseholder.  The interlocking of leaseholdings at the Arthur 

and Wakegurrup Spring over the next decade or two was remarkable.  Men such as William Hogan, 

John and H.W. Fleay, John Taylor, M.T. Hamersley, P. Lambert and the firm of Padbury and Loton all 

had lease or free holdings in both places.  H.W. Fleay took out leases on either side of Monger’s 1853

lease, and over the next few years took out many leases in the Arthur area as well as at Queerearrup 

Lake.  Among the Arthur leases were two tillage leases, later to be freeholded by the Brown family as 

Locations 135 (Mount Brown) and 183 (‘Coomal Wongy’).  The latter was later sold back to the 

Fleays.  Later, H.W. Fleay freeholded Locations 111 (‘Maybrook’) and 121 at the Arthur Bridge on the 

present Coalfields road. 

Pockets Of Development On The Albany Road 

Other areas were beginning to see pockets of development - towards Tarwonga where John Barron

established the Inn at the 113 mile in the 1870’s other pastoralists such as Police Constable Daniel 

Hegarty were also interested in this area.  Near the 131 mile John Bryant Fallon, Edward Smith, 

William Harris, Terance McKenna and Owen Hale were establishing themselves.   

At the Beaufort Bridge, Dr. Henry Harrison Brown became a well known and respected figure. 

His wife died at York in March 1867, and this may have prompted him, along with the need for the 

sons to find good grazing land, to leave that centre.  He had been acquainted with William Cornwall, 

who told him of good land in the Beaufort area.  With his eldest daughter Susanna and three sons he 

settled on the Beaufort River.  Here, Doctor Brown conducted a trading post with kangaroo and 

possum skins, as well as practising medicine. 

He rode on horseback to see his patients until he became too infirm (he had been wounded during a war 

prior to emigrating); then his sons used to drive him in a buggy.  Many people came to see him, but 

unfortunately some were beyond help due to the distance they had travelled, or the advanced state of 

their complaint.  It is unlikely that there was another doctor between the coast and York at this time.  A 

number of patients were buried at the Beaufort.  In the mid 1870’s, the family moved to about six miles 

west of the 125 mile.  The eldest son, Henry Harrison, elected to go east to the Woodanilling area.  In 

1877, Charles Frederick and William George, the younger sons, made their home at Location 135 

(formerly one of H.W. Fleay’s tillage leases), which became known as Mount Brown.  Doctor Brown 

died at the ‘Mount’ on 15 June 1880, and was buried on the property. 

C.F. and W.G. Brown were the first to take out a pastoral lease in what was to be known as the 

Dardadine area.  This lease included Quiliping Pool on the Hillman River and Carlycarling Pool on the 

Dardadine Creek. 

Charles Frederick Brown remained at ‘The Mount’ (Mt Brown) where he conducted a trading post for 

many years.  When the town of Darkan began to develop he moved to that centre to establish a store. 
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The Adventurers 

Meanwhile adventurous settlers were setting up their homes in the bush miles from neighbours or 

roads.  The Gibbs family moved from the Beaufort in late 1866, some 40 kilometres to the west to 

select land near Darkan Rock.  Nearly five years after their arrival at Darkan, the Gibbs family had 

their first neighbours.  Thomas and John Fisher, from Brunswick, selected land 1-2 miles south of the 

Gibbs holding: a tillage lease on the land they called ‘Nangip’. 

When William Gibbs’ second eldest son, William (Jr) married Sarah-Ann Fisher (sister of Tom and 

John) in 1874, he selected land a few miles west of his father’s property around a native water hole 

called ‘Boolading’.  The youngest son, Henry, stayed with his father and took over the property on his

father’s death.  William John Gibbs was buried at the nearest cemetery, Arthur River, following his 

death in June 1895, aged eighty-seven years and seven months.  Within a year his wife Harriet also 

died, aged seventy years. 

William (Jr) and Sarah-Ann set up residence at ‘Boolading’ in a hut made of sticks and rushes, and 

soon replaced that with a cosy, two-room home of split slabs, plastered inside and white-washed, which

lasted until September 1899.  They then moved into their new house, a comfortable home of 

mudbricks, the remains of which still stand today. 

‘Boolading’ was also a store for skins, which would be left by shooters until a buyer came, and were 

worth approximately 2/6 per lb at that time.  William Gibbs became a land guide, and showed 

prospective settlers around the district and Darkan, during the land boom at the turn of the century.  He 

also helped in the survey of the Collie/Narrogin railway line.  At this time, all kinds of gatherings were 

held at ‘Boolading’ - dances, weddings, parties, sing songs, church services and cricket matches.  The

mail was later brought out from Wagin, by horseback, and collected by the settlers from ‘Boolading’. 

William Gibbs later served on the Roads Board and used to travel to meetings with his neighbour, 

Herbert Spencer, to Arthur River (Mt. Brown).  His son, Thomas Henry Gibbs, also served for sixteen 

years on the Board.  A telephone exchange operated at ‘Boolading’ from 1925-1952, and  until it went 

automatic in 1956. 

Moodiarrup 

The first permanent settler in the Moodiarrup area was John Dearle.  In partnership with Peter 

Brooker, an ex convict, Dearle leased 10,000 acres surrounding Moodiarrup in 1868.  This partnership 

lasted about three years before Brooker withdrew and he returned to England in January 1876, from 

where he had been forced to leave a wife and two children more than twenty years before. 

Dearle next went into partnership with another expiree, Thomas Brandrick, who had previously held 

a tillage lease at Wedgecarrup.  Brandrick took out his own lease at the Beaufort/Arthur River junction 

in February 1874.  Two years later he left the area and established himself on the Hotham River. 

John Bowtell Dearle was born at Cambridge, England in 1830.  His father was a baker and young John 

was relatively well educated.  However, when he was about 18 he was sent to prison on the Isle of 

Wight, as a juvenile delinquent.  The following year he was transported with fifty two other ‘Parkhurst 

boys’ to the colony, classified as a Juvenile Government Immigrant.  The boys were indentured to 

settlers or anyone else who would look after them.  Dearle was apprenticed to J.H. Monger, of York, as

a domestic and later as a farm servant. 

In 1863 he took out pastoral leases north of Mount Saddleback.  He possibly stayed in this area before

joining Brooker in the Moodiarrup venture.  After a year, the pair selected a tillage lease at Moodiarrup 

to secure their future in the area.  This 100 acre lease later became Location 162, redeemed by the 

merchant and agent, George Glyde, in 1883. 

Dearle built a home at ‘Moodiarrup’ for his bride, the eighteen year old Emma Dewis, whose father, 

Josiah Dewis, was later to become the Master of the Invalid Depot at Mount Eliza.  The marriage took 

place in Wesley Church, Perth on 16 July 1871, and just three months later Emma died at 
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‘Moodiarrup’, while giving birth to a premature baby.  Emma Dearle was buried at ‘Moodiarrup’, 

about 200 metres from the original house. (12) 

In 1873, John Dearle, now aged forty three, again wed a young bride - seventeen year old Winifred 

Delaney of Bunbury.  By 1876, many of Dearle’s leases had been transferred to George Glyde, and 

some time later the family moved to Williams and then to Kojonup. 

In March 1876, ‘Moodiarrup’ was again the scene of a tragedy, when a young boy was drowned in the 

well. 

In 1881 Alfred George Horley came to ‘Moodiarrup’, having selected land from George Glyde with 

right of purchase over a number of years.  Horley lived in the house built by Dearle, and in April 1883 

married Eliza (Elizabeth) Barron at her parents’ Tarwonga Inn.  Their first child, John Henry, was born 

the following year.  George Horley (as he was known) had been born in the colony, at Guildford, in 

1849, where his father (George) was working as a sawyer.  A.G. Horley’s older brother, William 

Frederick (Fred), was the blacksmith at the 125 mile for a period in the 1880’s, before his marriage to 

Elizabeth Pollard in 1885. 

A.G. Horley, in partnership with F.E. Smith built the three churches in the Church of England circuit - 

Williams, Arthur River and Kojonup, during the early 1880’s.  They also built the ‘Tabelup’ homestead 

for Charles Piesse, completing it in 1882. 

Another resident of Moodiarrup, during the 1880’s, was Alfred Dale.  He emigrated from London in 

1870, at the age of eighteen and worked for a time at the 125 mile for Spratt.  In April 1879 he married 

Bridget Quinlan, who was also working at ‘Moodiarrup’ at that time.  They had a total of thirteen 

children, but three died at an early age and were buried in lonely graves in the bush.  About 1885, when 

Dale was shepherding for Thomas Haddleton and the family was at the Blackwood, two of the children 

(aged 3 years and 18 months) died after contracting whooping cough.  The children (probably Margaret 

and Alfred) were buried near the river.  Some twenty years later, their eight year old son, Charles, 

contracted measles, which turned to pneumonia, and he subsequently died.  He is buried at 

‘Moodiarrup’ near other graves at this historic site. 

Charles Marsh re-selected land at the Capercup Well in the 1870’s.  However, it was not until about 

1882 that he settled permanently here.  Owing to the abundant supply of fresh water at ‘Capercup’, the

sandalwood cutters and hunters used this as a base.  Marsh made many trips to Bunbury, carting 

sandalwood with his dray and two or three horses.  He would return with provisions, of which flour, 

tea, sugar salt and tobacco were the chief needs.  Charlie Marsh married Harriet Gibbs, of Darkan, on 

17 August 1884, at the Mount Pleasant Church.  This was the first marriage ceremony in the new 

church and was performed by the Rev. Joseph Withers, of the Bush Brotherhood, stationed in 

Williams.  Witnesses at the signing of the marriage certificate were Harriet’s brother, Thomas, and her 

sister-in- law, Sarah Ann Gibbs. 

Two more of Charlie’s family (his brother, John Marsh and Henry Miller) were later to come to the 

Moodiarrup district.  However, in the interim, it was his other brother, George, who was to make a 

discovery of great significance to the economic future of the Colony.  Around 1883, George, while 

shepherding for Arthur Perren on the Collie River, discovered coal in the river bed.(13) 

The same Perren family from Brunswick was also connected with the Moodiarrup district in the 

1870’s.  The brothers, Jesse and Arthur, had pastoral leases in the area, but eventually gave them away, 

when they couldn’t select the land they wished.  In fact, Jesse Perren was the first to select the land at 

Capercup Well, having a 100 acre tillage lease here surveyed in 1877, at which time a sheep yard and 

hut had already been built. 

‘Moodiarrup’ homestead became a gathering place for the isolated settlers and itinerant hunters and 

sandalwood cutters.  From about 1892, it became a trading post where skins and other produce were 

left to be traded, either on a local basis or transported to the port at Bunbury, Fremantle or Albany.  On 

a return trip, George Horley, or a teamster would bring back essential items such as flour, sugar, 

tobacco, matches, tea, boots, salt, axes, material and cotton.  From this beginning, ‘Moodiarrup’ 

operated as a general store until about 1910.  It was also the terminus for mail deliveries form Wagin, 

which commenced during the 1890’s, and encouraged the local residents to call at ‘Moodiarrup’. 
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The flour mill built by the Piesse Brothers in Katanning in 1891 was soon used by the isolated settlers 

at Moodiarrup.  The Horley, Marsh and Stewart families all carted wheat to Katanning and returned 

with flour, pollard and bran. 

Alfred Dale returned from the Goldfields in August 1893 and around this time selected ‘Clear Hills’, 

now called ‘Mokup’.  Dale had for many years shepherded flocks of sheep in the area, first for Dearle 

and also Haddletons. 

Another old family in the area were the Drapers.  It appeared that they had been residing in the area 

during the 1880’s, as the police, when compiling the annual stock returns in June 1884, noted: ‘Draper

away from Moodiarrup with team.’ (15) 

2.1.4.  The Golden Years 

The decades of the 1870 and ‘80’s could aptly be described as the golden years of ‘the Arthur’ and the

Albany Road.  Development along the road mushroomed due to its importance as the link between the 

capital, Perth, and the colony’s main seaport, Albany.  The prelude to the Arthur’s development came 

with the establishment of the Mount Pleasant Inn, situated at the old 125 mile peg.  The Inn became the 

focus for social life in the district and around it a thriving and prosperous village developed.  The 

culminating achievement in the late 1880’s was the creation of the Arthur Roads Board. 

The rapid progress of the settlement at the 125 mile, during the 1880’s, is described by the Arthur 

River correspondent for the West Australian:- 

The settlers in the neighbourhood of the 125 mile have, we hear, petitioned for a telegraph 

station.  There is scarcely any place along the line where a station would be better bestowed 

for the 125 mile is a rising locality with a considerable neighbouring population, and a 

population of the right sort, too, who would be likely to utilise the convenience.  This is by 

no means the ‘sleepy hollow;, which little bush centres usually are. 

They have race meetings, they have cricket meetings, they know how to enjoy themselves 

as well as to work, while the businessmen have confidence in the future of the place as 

evidenced by the fact that Messrs Piesse Bros have lately added to their business at the 

Williams, a branch establishment at the 125. (16) 

The hurry and bustle of shearing and harvesting have passed away once more.  

Sandalwooding, with its fluctuating profitableness is again the order of the day.  In this line 

Bunbury promises to do a good trade with our district, judging from the number of teams 

which come from that port and its surroundings, and the settlers reap a great advantage in 

the regular supply of vegetables during the summer months, which by this means, is 

secured. 

During the first week in February, or earlier, a blacksmith’s shop is to be opened here - a 

step in the right direction, furnishing a convenience of which it is to be hoped the settlers 

will show their appreciation by giving their patronage to Mr. Thackrah, the young and 

energetic proprietor. (17) 

Our Agricultural prospects, too, are, on the whole, much brighter than they have been for 

years.  The crops in most places are up and doing well; but the quantity of land under 

cultivation is somewhat limited, owing to the great scarcity and ruinous price of seed. 

The want of a mill is felt more than ever.  At the present there is no encouragement for the 

agriculturist, for his nearest mill would be upwards of 120 miles off, and it does not pay him 

to cart his produce that distance.  Therefore his only alternative is to fall back on 

sandalwood and neglect what is of really more consequence. (18) 
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The new year has not opened so brightly as could have been wished, owing principally to 

the continued depression of the sandalwood market.  There is not the slightest doubt that 

much good will eventually result from the depression in that line, but at present the outlook 

of our small farmers, here, is not a very pleasant one.  Their land certainly is as good as the 

general run of agricultural land in this colony, and their average yield per acre, this year, is 

second to none, but the question arises for those who have more corn than is required for 

their own use - ‘where is our market?’ Situated about midway between Perth and Albany it 

is an impossibility to deliver corn at either of those places at the paying figure.  There is no 

doubt, however, that the contemplated railway will help them over this difficulty - when it is 

built.  The cheap rates of transit that generally follow the ‘iron horse’ will leave it in their 

power to compete with other corn growing districts, opening up as it will a vast quantity of 

really good agricultural land which is at present lying idle except for pastoral purposes.  

Until the bright days of railway carriage arrive I would suggest that pork raising should be 

more largely entered upon.  This at any rate would help to do away with the surplus corn.  

The want of a flour mill is keenly felt. (19) 

I think the importance of this place is somewhat underrated.  Certainly we have no townsite, 

but it is to all intents and purpose the centre of the Arthur district.  We have a post and 

telegraph office, two stores, a public house, and a wheelwright’s, a blacksmith’s and an 

ordinary roadside place.  There are upwards of thirty settlers with their families and 

employees living within the radius of what may be called the Arthur district, who use this 

place as a centre in the course of their business transactions. (20) 

2.1.5  1889 - 1897   Decline 

However, the opening of the Great Southern Railway in July 1889, marked the beginning of the decline 

of the Albany Road settlements.  Not only did the Great Southern Railway make the road lose its 

importance as the link between Perth and Albany, and concentrate new development at the railway 

centres, but importantly it caused the district’s entrepreneurs like the Piesse Brothers and James Spratt 

to largely shift their commercial interests to Wagin and Katanning. 

The eagerly awaited railway was to prove a handicap to further agricultural development.  As part of 

the agreement for building the railway, the WA Land Company had been granted nearly 3 million acres 

of land between Beverley and Albany in large blocks.  Much of the West Arthur Roads Board was 

included in a huge grant stretching from the 80 Mile on the Sound Road east to the railway; and south 

to the junction of the Arthur and Beaufort Rivers.  Prior to this, all pastoral leases within the prescribed 

40 mile radius of the railway  had been phased out.

The WA Land Company’s strongest critic for its high land prices, poorly defined regulations and harsh 

administration of rents was Charles Piesse - a former partner in F and C Piesse in Williams and now a 

Member of Parliament. (21) Piesse’s persistence finally brought fruition when the Government bought 

out the WA Land Company on 1 January 1897. 

A result of the WA Land Company’s tenure was that there were virtually no new settlers in the 

Williams land district (east of the Sound Road) from 1885.  While other areas were benefiting from 

Forrest’s 1893 Homestead Act where 160 acres was to be granted if a new settler lived on it for 7 years 

and made certain improvements, the alienation of much of the land by the WA Land Company meant 

that little crown land was available to select from.  Even worse was the stifling of the existing pastoral 

and sandalwood activities by excluding them from the prescribed 40 mile distance from the railway.  

(62) 

2.1.6  1898 - 1914:  A District on the Move 

The 1890’s was a decade of significant changes for the colony of Western Australia as a whole.  

Responsible Government had been granted with John Forrest as the first Premier.  The population 

increased significantly due to the goldrushes hence rapidly improving the rate of development of public 

works such as railway construction, extension of telegraph communications, increased postal services 

and port improvements. 
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With the purchases of the WA Land Company’s assets, new settlers again came to the West Arthur 

area.  The period 1890 - 1897 had seen the arrival of only two new settlers to the district - James 

Stewart and his family to establish the ‘Glenorchy’ farm in 1891 and Harry Miller at ‘Darlingup’ in 

1895 - both properties being in the Moodiarrup area - outside the ‘Hordern Line’ which the WA Land 

Company’s blocks were known. 

Development of the Darkan Agricultural Area 

In 1894, agricultural land was opened for selection in the Darkan area which was west of the ‘Hordern 

Line’.  At that time there were only three settlers, and between them they had selected 865 acres.  

These three were the original Gibbs family on the ‘Darkan’ property, Mr and Mrs Tom Fisher at 

‘Nanjip’ and Mr and Mrs William Gibbs at Boolading.  For thirty two years these three families were 

the only settlers in the Darkan area. 

The Darkan Agricultural area was surveyed, and started from the Hillman River westwards to 

Boolading Farm, thence northwards for nearly two miles, then in a general direction eastwards back 

past Hillman Siding.  Land Guides were appointed, and the two main ones in the district were William 

Gibbs and William Fleay.  They received one pound for providing a horse and showing prospective 

settlers around the district.  Anyone over sixteen years could take up a homestead block (160 acres) 

without charge.  Later, one pound was charged for a survey fee, but this was more in the nature of a 

measure of good faith. 

During the late 1890’s several new settlers arrived in the Darkan area, including Charles Perry, Henry 

Baron Rodway, William Burrowes and Wilson.  In addition, two of Rodway’s original workmen, 

Charles Smith and Tom Lloyd, were to become long-term residents of the district.   

In 1879 Perry selected Lot 43 which he named ‘Ravenscroft’.  Charles Perry and his neighbour, 

William Gibbs, were the first settlers to introduce fine wool sheep into the district.  They imported 

Peppin blood rams by boat from Victoria, from the ‘Bridges’ stud. 

Perry’s uncle, Henry Baron Rodway, took up land near ‘Ravenscroft’ in 1898.  Rodway is said to be 

the first surgeon dentist to come to Australia, having been trained at Guy’s Hospital in London.  He 

practised in North Terrace, Adelaide for some years before taking up land at Darkan.  Rodway was the 

‘English Gentleman’ type and had his own ideas of farming based on the English pattern. 

It is believed that he bought some of his property in the Weld Club, Perth, without having seen it, from 

a Victorian named Lancel.  It is said that the price was 2/- per acre.  The land consisted of nearly 

18,600 acres, and encompassed ‘Boraning’, ‘Jennamarten’, ‘Wild Horses Creek’ and ‘The Extension’ 

(600 acres which connected ‘Wild Horse Creek’ to ‘Jennamarten’) to the north of Darkan, and 

‘Heartleaf to the south of Darkan. 

Rodway’s total holdings were probably in the order of 20,000 acres and some settlers believed that his

large holding was detrimental to the progress of the district.  Many stories are told of Rodway’s 

eccentricities.(22)  It was said that he would only employ South Australians and indeed many did come 

from that State including Tommy Fitzpatrick and Joe Symonds. 

At shearing time, a long cavalcade would set off from Darkan to his ‘Boraning’ property with Rodway 

in his buggy and about twenty men on horseback.  A stop would be made for lunch at Wild Horse 

Creek and apart from the first 10 miles from Darkan all the journey was through Rodway’s property.  

Rodway’s gun carriage, pulled by four horses with on outrider in front, always attracted attention when 

it came to Darkan, particularly from the children who tried to hang on to the back of the carriage. (23) 

It is said that Rodway spent over 100,000 pounds on the properties, which was a fortune at the time, 

but he died virtually penniless. 

The acquisition of the WA Land Company’s assets - Great Southern Railway and unsold land 

holdings brought a new era of development to the area. 

Farmers from the Eastern States who had been experiencing drought conditions joined with ex-

prospectors from the Goldfields in the rush to select land.  Most of this movement was in the period 
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1900 - 1905 although new selectors kept moving into to take virgin or partly developed blocks up until

1914. 

Thus new settlers began developing holdings throughout the West Arthur area and the new localities 

began to take their own identity - Boolading, Bennett’s Bridge, Lower Beaufort (Bokal), Hillman, 

Duranillin, Trigwell’s Bridge, Cordering, McAlinden, Bowelling and Dardadine.  Some areas derived 

their names from geographical features - pools, creeks, rivers and others from the early settlers. 

The new developments brought with it demands for an adequate transport system (the railway) to shift 

the farm produce and passengers, stores to service the settlers and schools to educate the children. 

The Railway 

The Railway Act passed through Parliament in 1904, part of which stipulated that the construction of 

the line would commence at Collie.  When the James Government lost power that year, the incoming 

Daglish Government stalled on the matter for some months before finally announcing that 25 miles of 

the line would be built connecting Narrogin with Williams. 

The initial inaction and the latter move angered the people of Collie, as the line would greatly increase 

the demand for coal by reducing freight costs to the Goldfields.  Although these expectations were not

to come to fruition, the new line (when finally completed) greatly increased the importance of Collie as 

a rail centre. 

The first survey made for the Collie-Narrogin Railway followed its present course, from Narrogin to 

about Culbin Siding, then turned south-west and straight towards Collie until joining the present 

railway near Cowcher siding, about 10 miles north-east of Collie.  This survey passed approximately 

12 miles north of the present site of Darkan. (24) 

Many possible routes were considered, even the possibility of the Narrogin-Darkan line continuing to 

Bridgetown or according to other stories, another line was surveyed from Wagin to cross the Collie-

Narrogin line at Rifle Downs, through Quindanning, and rejoin the Great Southern Railway at York or 

Northam.  This is very likely as this line would pass through the old settled areas of Arthur River, 

Quindanning and Marradong. 

The whole matter of the South West railway network became a political football, with parochialism 

and self interest of local residents often clashing with rational debate.  Later, in 1905, various proposals 

were submitted to the Royal Commission on Immigration, along with a plan of proposals for extending 

the railways in the South West corner of Western Australia.  A resume of the various proposals was 

given in August 1905:- 

“Mr. Muir (Inspecting Engineer of Surveys) is in favour of opening up the vast area of good 

first-class country to the westward of the Great Southern Railway, not by spur lines, but by 

connecting railways.  As shown on the plan, he would connect Narrogin with Bunbury, via 

Williams, Darkan and Collie; Wagin with Bunbury; Katanning with Darkan and with 

Bridgetown; and, by means of a grand trunk line, Wagin with Perth.” (25) 

Mounting political pressure from both ends of the line resulted in a decision in April 1905, to extend

the Narrogin-Williams spur to Darkan. 

The Narrogin-Darkan section was opened on 6 September 1906, and it is said that the steam engines 

from Narrogin initially burned wood to generate steam as coal was not immediately available in 

Narrogin.  Over twelve months later, the Collie-Darkan section was opened. 

For Collie residents, excitement built up as the line neared completion, reaching a climax on Monday, 7 

October, 1908, when at 1.30 pm the first train arrived at the Collie railway station to the 

accompaniment of three hearty cheers for Mr. J. Ewing (MLA). (26) 
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The new railway brought with it the necessity to formally declare and name townsites and sidings 

along its route.  The town of Darkan was officially gazetted on 7 December 1906, and took the name 

from the Darkan Rock, which was situated in the Darkan Gully. (27) 

The townsite of Darkan was surveyed south of the railway line, but the first building blocks were 

surveyed out of Bill Burrowes’ farm on the north of the railway line.  It was on these blocks outside of 

the official townsite that the first business houses in Darkan were built. 

Between Darkan and Williams, a further four sidings were situated - Hillman Siding, Dardadine, 

Tarwonga and Boraning. (28) As the latter two sidings were some distance from the localities from 

which they took their names, confusion resulted and it was decided to give the sidings their own 

identity.  Thus Tarwonga Siding became Kulbin (Culbin), and Boraning was changed to Josbury on 1 

June, 1908. (29) 

To the west of Darkan, with the extension of the railway, initially came two new sidings - Bulading

and Bowelling.  Later, Gibbs’ Siding, James’ Crossing and Cowcher were declared sidings. (30) 

Wagin-Collie Railway 

As controversial as the route of Narrogin-Collie had been, the route of the Wagin-Collie line reached 

new heights. 

The 1908 Roads Board elections saw the removal of James Stewart, a long time member.  The election 

of three members, with their interests centred close to Darkan, was probably a result of intense 

lobbying that was taking place, throughout the area, for a railway branch line to connect Wagin with 

the Darkan line.  Stewart, along with Tom Silver, was a staunch supporter for any new line to service 

the Moodiarrup district.  With a rapidly growing vocal population in the Darkan area, Stewarts’ plans 

for the Wagin-Collie line to bypass Darkan in favour of Moodiarrup, met strong resistance from the 

Darkan voters. 

The question of the railway routes had seemed to be settled in Darkan’s favour with the Railway’s 

recommendation in 1905, of a junction of the Collie-Narrogin and Wagin-Darkan lines at Darkan. 

The inclusion of the Moodiarrup district as an alternative route for the railway caused the proposal to 

be shelved for several years.  However, agitation by the Wagin Railway League for the line to go ahead

(through Darkan) saw the West Arthur Roads Board support the move when the issue re-emerged in 

late 1907.  A strong supporter of this route, Charles Davey, convened a meeting in February 1908 at the 

Arthur River Agricultural Hall, where he could be certain of local support.  This followed a decision of 

the West Arthur Roads Board to appoint Davey and Henry Gibbs to act as delegates to advance the 

districts claims. 

Never before in the history of the district had an issue been so bitterly debated as the route of the 

proposed new railway.  Throughout 1909 the battle raged unabated with the various factions using 

whatever tactics available to their cause. 

The Moodiarrup residents, led by James Stewart and Tom Silver, seemed to have an impossible task to 

win their argument, as the line had already been surveyed through Arthur River to Darkan.  Undeterred 

by the seemingly impossible odds, Stewart and Silver pressed forward.  Stewart visited Bunbury to 

urge that the route be from south of Wedgecarrup to the Moodiarrup bridge and thence direct to 

Bowelling Siding - a distance of 21 miles on the Wagin-Darkan-Bowelling line.  Despite this 

insignificant difference, the big argument remained that saving 20 miles of construction on the existing 

Darkan-Bowelling section would enable the Dumbleyung line to be extended by that distance.  ‘It 

would then serve far more settlers and open up a district where there are thousands of acres of cleared 

wheat fields, as compared to hundreds between Moodiarrup and Bowelling.’ (31) 

Arthur River was still pressing its claims and the local correspondent urged - “the people of Arthur 

River - the genuine workers to speak up and not accept the proposal of the railway going through 

Moodiarrup instead of Arthur River”. (32) 
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The importance of the railway extensions to the State was illustrated by a full page article devoted to 

the subject by “The West Australian”.(33) When the proposed line was not included in the 1909 

budget, it was clear that the ‘battle of the routes’ was the main factor.  This lead to a deputation to the 

premier in October, where the Mayor of Bunbury said the Arthur and Bunbury was the natural outlet 

for the area.  Tom Earp, as secretary of the Arthur River Railway League, submitted that within “10 

miles radius of the Post Office, there was 10,600 acres under crop (croppable land) and over 30,000 

sheep.  A 500-fold increase had occurred during the last five years.” (34) 

Earp believed the line would pay, due to the large number of settlers along the Wagin-Darkan route 

with improved holdings, and also because of the through traffic of wheat and produce from Wagin and 

Dumbleyung to Collie and Bunbury.  The return of coal and timber from those centres to the Wagin 

district and rail depot would also contribute heavily to the revenue from the line. 

The Premier, in response, said the delegation was not really necessary as the Government hadn’t 

deviated from its original proposals and the Wagin-Darkan extension had been practically decided 

upon.  The Premier also said it had always been part of his policy for the railway to go through. (35)  

Despite this assurance, the decade was to conclude without a decision, and due to other factors, such as 

more urgent claims from the newly settled wheat areas, changes of government, and the intervention of 

the Great War, the railway did not become a reality for almost another decade. 
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4.0 List of Sites 

4.1 Management Categories 

The Municipal Inventory, complied in 1997, listed a total of 33 sites.  These were all considered to be 

the same level of importance and were allocated a management category as stated below:   

“High level of protection appropriate: provide maximum encouragement to the owner under the town 

planning scheme to conserve the significance of the place.” 

As part of the review process it was noted that there was a fair degree of variance between the levels of 

significance and the state of repair of the different buildings listed.  It was therefore decided to 

implement some new management categories that reflected this variance.  These categories are based 

on those derived by Laura Grey, Regional Wheatbelt Heritage Adviser in 2003 to assist in the review of

Municipal Inventories.  These categories are outlined below. 

Category 1 A place of exceptional cultural heritage significance to Shire of West Arthur and the 

State of Western Australia, that is either in the Heritage Council of Western 

Australia’s Register of Heritage Places, or worthy of consideration for entry into the 

Register.   

 A development application needs to be submitted to Heritage Council for approval 

for any proposed development. 

 Recommend: Retain and conserve the place. Full consultation is required with 

property owner prior to making the recommendation. 

Category 2  A place of considerable cultural heritage significance to Shire of West Arthur that is 

worthy of recognition and protection through provisions of the Shire of West 

Arthur’s Town Planning Scheme.   

 Planning application needs to be submitted to Shire of West Arthur for any proposed 

development. 

 Recommend: Retain and conserve the place.

Category 3  A place of some cultural heritage significance to Shire of West Arthur.   

  

 No constraints. 

 Recommend: Encourage retention of the place, and document the place if retention 

is not possible.   

  

Category 4 A site without built features, but of some cultural heritage significance to Shire of 

West Arthur.   

  

 No constraints.  

 Recommend: Interpret the place.  

An additional 18 sites were added in 2008 during the review process and were also allocated 

management categories as described above.  These additional sites were selected by a Committee of 

Shire which included community members.  

4.2 Other Listings 

A number of the sites currently listed on the Shire of West Arthur Municipal Inventory are also listed

on other registers or inventories.  These have been noted for each site on the Site Record Sheets (in 

Section 4.4) and can be one of the following registers or inventories. 
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Organisation Level Heritage Lists Grants/Incentives

Heritage Council of WA State 

Government 

State Register of Heritage 

Places 

Heritage Grants Program 

Heritage Loan Scheme 

National Trust of 

Australia (WA)  

Non-profit 

community 

based 

List of Classified Places Tax Deductible Appeals 

Program 

Local Governments 

across WA 

Local 

Government 

Municipal Heritage 

Inventories  

Heritage Lists within Town 

Planning Schemes 

Individual local 

governments project 

incentives such as rate 

remissions and density 

bonuses 

Australian Heritage 

Council 

Department of the 

Environment and 

Heritage 

Federal 

Government 

National Heritage List 

Commonwealth Heritage 

List 

Register of the National 

Estate 

World Heritage List 

National Heritage 

Investment Initiative 

Sharing Australia’s 

Stories.  Other grants are 

also available 

periodically. 

Extract from Heritage Council brochure entitled “Guide to Heritage Agencies and Assistance” August 2005

It is also important to note that the Heritage Council of WA lists sites from the State Heritage Register, 

National Trust List of Classified Places and the Local Municipal Inventory on its website and allocates 

all of these sites and\ identification number.  This number has also been included on each Site Record

Sheet included in this Municipal Inventory.   

The National Trust has undertaken a number of surveys over the years and some of the historical sites 

in the Shire of West Arthur have been listed in these surveys.  This has been noted on the Site Record

Sheet where applicable. 

4.3 WA Heritage Council Requirements  

The WA Heritage Council released guidelines in November 2007 for Local Government Heritage 

Inventories.  These Guidelines are: 

Criteria for the Assessment of Local Heritage Places and Areas: A Practical Guide to Identifying, 

Grading and Documenting Places and Areas in Local Government Inventories Heritage Council, 

November 2007 

Basic Principles of Local Government Inventories Heritage Council, November 2007 

Local Planning Policies, Practice Note and Examples Heritage Council, November 2007. 

The assessment of the sites in this report has been undertaken based on the principles outlined in these 

reports.  The Heritage Council also requires that for each site Themes, Past and Current Usage and 

Construction Materials be based on a series of codes put together by the Heritage Council.  These codes 

are referred to in brackets in the assessment sheets and a full explanation is provided in Appendix 1.

4.4 Numerical Order of Sites 

In the original Municipal Inventory complied in 1997, the places were collated and ordered in the 

document according to the order of data collection.  As part of this review process it was decided to 

renumber the sites based on their locality making the document easier to use and sites easier to locate.  

An index is provided below outlining the sites listed in the Inventory (see Section 4.4).  This index 

provides a reference to both the old Place Number and the new Site Number 
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All sites listed and categorized in the following section are included for easy referencing in the 

following index.   

Site Name New Site 

Number* 

Old Place 

Number 

Location Management 

Category 

Old National Bank D1 1 Darkan Category 3 

Darkan Hotel D2 2 Darkan Category 2 

Darkan Railway Station D3 3 Darkan Category 2 

Darkan Station Masters House D4 4 Darkan Category 2

Darkan Saw Mill Cottages D5 6 Darkan Category 2 

West Arthur Roads Board Office D6 7 Darkan Category 2 

Darkan School  D7 9 Darkan Category 2 

Mrs Maude Kings House D8 12 Darkan Category 3 

Nangip Homestead D9 13 Darkan Category 2 

Sunnyhurst Homestead D10 14 Darkan Category 3 

Darkan Pioneer Hall D11 22 Darkan Category 2 

Six Mile Cottage D12 23 Darkan Category 2 

Tachbrook D13 24 Darkan Category 3 

Putland Motors D14 33 Darkan Category 3 

Crane D15 NA Darkan  Category 3 

Aboriginal Reserve  D16 NA Darkan Category 3 

Cemetery D17 NA Darkan Category 2 

Sarah Ann Gibbs Tree D18 NA Darkan  Category 4 

“Old Tillelan” (Piesse’s Shearing Shed) AR1 15 Arthur River Category 1 
“Old Tillelan” (Piesse’s) Shearing Quarters AR2 16 Arthur River Category 1 

Mount Pleasant Inn Kitchen AR3 17 Arthur River Category 1 

Arthur River Post Office AR4 18 Arthur River Category 1 

Arthur River Hall AR5 19 Arthur River  Category 1 

St Pauls Church AR6 20 Arthur River Category 1 

Sandalwood trees AR7 21 Arthur River Category 4 

Madden Homestead AR8 22 Arthur River Category 3 

Madden’s Cottage AR9 23 Arthur River Category 3 

Tabelup Homestead AR10 NA Arthur River Category 3 

St Paul’s Graveyard AR11 NA Arthur River Category 1

Woagin Homestead and Outbuildings AR12 NA Arthur River Category 3 

Moodiarrup Hall M1 5 Moodiarrup Category 2 

Glenorchy School M2 10 Moodiarrup Category 2 

Darlingup Homestead M3 30 Moodiarrup Category 3 

Traverse Point and Ford M4 31 Moodiarrup Category 4

Marsh’s Chimneys M5 32 Moodiarrup Category 3 

Towerrinning Homestead M6 NA Moodiarrup Category 3 

Lake Towerinning M7 NA Moodiarrup Category 2 

Duranillin Store DU1 8 Duranillin  Category 3 

Duranillin School DU2 11 Duranillin  Category 2 

Duranillin Railway Bridge DU3 NA Duranillin Category 2 

Duranillin Garage/Wool Store DU4 NA Duranillin Category 3 

Hillman Airfield H1 27 Hillman Category 3 

Hillman Dam and Channels H2 28 Hillman Category 2 

Hillman Railway Bridge H3 NA Hillman Category 2 

Boolading Homestead B1 29 Boolading Category 3 

Haddleton Homestead T1 NA Trigwell Category 3 

Haddleton Shearing Shed T2 NA Trigwell Category 3 

Haddleton School T3 NA Trigwell Category 3 

Bowellng Railway Station BW1 NA Bowelling Category 2 

Bowelling Dam BW2 NA Bowelling Category 2 

Kylie Water Tower and Dam BO1 NA Bokal Category 2 

*D = Darkan, AR = Arthur River, DU = Duranillin, M = Moodiarrup, H = Hillman,  

B = Boolading, T = Trigwell, BW = Bowelling, BO = Bokal, NA = Not Applicable 
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4.4 Site Record Sheets
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SITE  NUMBER: D1 

Name: Old National Bank 

Address/Location: Lot 7; No. 5; Coalfields Highway, Darkan 

Owner: Des and Ellen Gooding  

Heritage Council Listing Number: 8786 

Other Listings: None 

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied: Yes 

Public Access: Restricted 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description: Bank Premises 

Construction Date/Builder: c 1925 

Construction Materials: Timber framed and clad (1105), iron roof (606) 

Modifications: Extensive enlargements 

Extent of original fabric: Most (original ceiling has been replaced) 

General Condition: Good 

Past Use: Bank (0502) 

Current Use: Shop (0508) 

     

HISTORIC THEME 
Theme: Commercial and Service Industry (308) 

    

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 3 - A place of some cultural heritage significance to 

Shire of West Arthur.   
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING
  

Located on Coalfields Highway on one of the lots surveyed from Burrowes farm for the unofficial 

townsite. The original Bank was a one roomed, gable roof building with a front verandah. A picket 

fence ran along the edge of the footpath. A new bank in 1951 used the same roofline but was a far 

larger building. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
  

The building is closely associated with the provision of banking facilities for the area and played a 

significant role in the development of the town.  

  

Soon after the railway reached Darkan in 1906, local residents began petitioning for a branch of the 

National Bank to be established. 
(1)

  

The National Bank first opened in Darkan on 19 August 1909, as an agency of the Williams branch and 

was serviced weekly. At the height of the Second World War it was closed for six months before re-

opening on 7 January 1943, as a receiving office. This was a slightly different type of operation to an 

agency, but was still connected with the Williams branch. 

  

The building of the new National Bank premises at Darkan marked the conversion, on 20 September 

1951, to a full time branch under the management of G.S.S. Williams. The branch, from this time 

operated its own agency at Duranillin until 10 October 1963, when this facility ceased. 

  

Since 1951, the branch based at this building had eighteen managers who have averaged two years at 

Darkan. The managers since G.S.S. Williams have been G.S. Jackson, B.W.  Bloomfield, P.G. 

Cambell, D. Lane, R.M. Firth, R.F. Backhouse, A.F. Watson, B.L. Brownfield, R.W. Campbell, L.E. 

Hately, S.I. Jarvis, L.C. Manners, A.W. Jefferys, N.F. Cashell, G.L.Swain, D.J. Allen, G.E. Marshall 

and S. Guile.
 (2)

  

A new bank building was constructed in 1990 across the railway in Burrowes Street.  

  

A house for the branch manager was built opposite the railway station in Burrowes Street during the 

1960’s. 

The old building was used as a hairdressers premises up until 2002, when it was purchased by Des and 

Ellen Gooding. It is currently used as an Opportunity Shop (Oppy Shop) to raise funds for Charity.   

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Photograph List       Shire Archival Records (1928,1965,1970,1973,c1980) 

Bibliography/ References       (1)  John Bird,   West  of  the  Arthur,  pp   202,   204   (Southern   Argus  

               4/5/1907) 

 (2)  Correspondence between G.E.  Marshall  (National  Bank)  and  

T.O. Perry (Darkan) 
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SITE NUMBER: D2  
Name: Darkan Hotel 

Address/Location: Lot 3, 4 Coalfields Highway, Darkan 

Owner: Kim and Inga Arundal  

Heritage Council Listing Number: 2702 

Other Listings: National Trust – Statewide Hotel Survey conducted in 1997. 

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied: Yes 

Public Access: Restricted 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description: Hotel  

Construction Date/Builder: 1906 

Construction Materials: Stone (904) and iron (606) 

Modifications: Some brick 

Extent of original fabric: Most 

General Condition: Good 

     

Past Use: Hotel (0506) 

Current Use: Hotel (0506) 

     

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme: Commercial and Services industry (308) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 2 - A place of considerable cultural heritage 

significance to Shire of West Arthur that is worthy of recognition 

and protection through provisions of the Shire of West Arthur’s 

Town Planning Scheme. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING

Located on one of the lots surveyed off the Burrowes’ farm. It was built of local stone and opened on 5 

November 1906. It was described at that time  

   

“The most prominent building is the Darkan Hotel, belonging to Mrs. Francis, who has spared no 

effort in making it most comfortable in every way. It is built of stone, and comprises 14 large rooms,

seven of which are bedrooms, whilst the dining room measures 25 feet by 16. There are two bathrooms 

and three parlors for the convenience of travellers. Everything is up-to-date. There are two pianos, and 

the furniture is first-class throughout. Verandahs almost surround the building, and there are other 

conveniences such as a six-stall stable, wash house, large tank etc.”  
(1) 

   

Alterations have taken place over time, but the original building is still the hub of the hotel. A major 

brick extension to the SE corner of the old hotel in the 1960’s resulted in the bar being enlarged and

now faces the Coalfields Highway. Prior to this there were two smaller bars facing east. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place is significant on the following grounds: 

   

The hotel has played an important role in the community as a meeting place and venue for social 

events. 

A fine example of a country hotel, it makes a significant contribution to the streetscape and the 

architectural heritage of Darkan. 

Over the 101 years of operation the hotel has had many owners and licensees. 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Photograph List                  West of the Arthur, p 200

Bibliography/ References      (1) Southern Argus  3/11/1906,  4/5/1907 

          (2) John Bird, West of the Arthur, pp 200 - 205, 210 
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SITE NUMBER: D3   

Name: Darkan Railway Station 

Address/Location: Railway Reserve, Coalfields Highway, Darkan  

Owner: Currently in the process of being transferred from The Public 

Transport Authority to the Shire of West Arthur 

Heritage Council Listing Number: 2703 

Other Listings: Classified by National Trust in 2000 as Railway Station and 

House Precinct. 

 Assessed by Heritage Council of WA in 2001 and found to be 

below threshold therefore not included on State Register 

(Appendix 2) 

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied: Yes 

Public Access: Restricted 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description: Railway Station 

Construction Date/Builder: 1912  - H. Parker 

Construction Materials: Brick (201) and iron roof (606) 

Modifications: Few 

Extent of original fabric: All 

General Condition: Good 

     

Past Use: Rail infrastructure – other (0719) 

Current Use: Unused 

     

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme: Rail and Light rail transport (202) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 2 - A place of considerable cultural heritage 

significance to Shire of West Arthur that is worthy of 

recognition and protection through provisions of the Shire of 

West Arthur’s Town Planning Scheme. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING

The siting of the siding at this point dictated the position of the commercial buildings such as the 

refreshment rooms. The building has sash windows, overhanging eaves and wire covered vents to 

eaves. The east and north walls have modifications where a door/windows have been bricked in - 

possibly when being built as a variation to the standard design. 

The new railway brought with it the necessity to formally declare and name townsites and sidings along

its route. The town of Darkan was officially gazetted on 7 December 1906, and took the name from 

the Darkan Rock, which was situated in the Darkan Gully (Surveyor of W.A. Saw, April 1889). 

Similarly the name “Darkan”, given to the nearby home of William Gibbs, was taken from Darkan 

Rock. (1) 

The townsite of Darkan was surveyed south of the railway line, but the first building blocks were 

surveyed out of Bill Burrowes’ farm on the north of the railway line. It was on these blocks outside of 

the official townsite that the first business houses in Darkan were built. 

The contract to build Darkan was advertised in the “Government Gazette” on the 19 May 1911.  The 

successful tender from Mr. H. Parker, was accepted on the 17 August 1911 (His bid for 4 identical 

buildings was £1776-6-6, or about £444 each).  The completion date is recorded by the WAGR as 14 

December 1912, but this included the new Goods Shed and Ladies Waiting Room as well.  It is likely 

the station building was completed early in 1912. 

The Stationmaster’s house was commenced on 17 February 1912 and completed later in the year. 

Darkan is amongst a group of seven identical stations built during 1911-17.  They are Darkan, 

Bowelling, Popanyinning, Wickepin, Kondinin, Dumbleyung and Northamption.  Only Kondinin has 

been demolished.  (2) 

Following the closure of the Narrogin-Bowelling line the building lay idle. The Building was used as 

an ‘Op Shop’ for a period.  It is now used for “one-off” events held on the Railway Reserve. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The place is significant on the following grounds: 

The Station played an important role in the community providing a link to Perth, the Great Southern 

and the South West and for telegraphic communications in the early days. 

The building is an important part of the railway network that linked Collie and Narrogin. 

The building is a good example of the building style from the period. It is an important part of the 

town’s original building stock and makes a positive contribution to the streetscape. 

The first survey made for the Collie - Narrogin Railway followed its present course, from Narrogin to 

about Culbin siding, then turned south-west and straight towards Collie until joining the present 

railway near Cowcher siding, about 10 miles north-east of Collie. This survey passed approximately 12 

miles north of the present site of Darkan. This was later changed to the present route. 

Mounting political pressure from both ends of the line resulted in a decision in April 1905, to extend

the Narrogin-Williams spur to Darkan.  The Narrogin-Darkan section was opened on 6 September 

1906, and it is said that the steam engines from Narrogin initially burned wood to generate steam as 

coal was not immediately available in Narrogin. The Collie-Darkan section was opened on Monday 7 

October 1908.(3) 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Photographs List     A 17, 18; CA 22, 23 

Bibliography/References         (1) Nomenclature File Lands & Surveys Office 

 (2) Australian Railways Historical Society (letter to Jan Leopold 20 

May 1995) 

 (3) Bird: West of the Arthur pp 190-206 

 Laura Grey (2002) Conservation Plan Darkan Railway Precinct, 

Prepared for the Shire of West Arthur 
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SITE NUMBER: D4  

Name:  Darkan Station Master’s House 

Address/Location:  Railway Reserve 

Owner: Currently in the process of being transferred from The Public 

Transport Authority to the Shire of West Arthur 

Heritage Council Listing Number: 2703 

Other Listings: Classified by National Trust in 2000 as Railway Station and 

House Precinct. 

 Assessed by Heritage Council of WA in 2001 and found to be 

below threshold and therefore not included on State Register 

(Appendix 2)  

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied:  Yes  

Public Access:  Restricted 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description:  Dwelling 

Construction Date/Builder:  1912 

Construction Materials:  Brick (201) and iron roof (606) 

Modifications:  Some 

Extent of original fabric:  Most 

General Condition:  Good 
     

Past Use: Rail infrastructure – other (0719) 

Current Use: Unused 
    

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme: Rail and Light rail transport (202) Early Settlers (603) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 2 - A place of considerable cultural heritage 

significance to Shire of West Arthur that is worthy of 

recognition and protection through provisions of the Shire of 

West Arthur’s Town Planning Scheme. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING
Situated to the east of the Railway Station on the railway reserve in the centre of Darkan. The front of 

the house (west facing the station) has a straight pitch verandah which has been partially enclosed in

later times.  

Darkan had been chosen by Muir (Inspecting Engineer of Surveys) in 1905 as a junction centre of the 

Wagin-Collie/Narrogin lines with another southward route running to Bridgetown via Moodiarrup.  

The railway opened on 7 September 1906 with the first Stationmaster appointed 1/2/1911 and the 

station closed 1/8/1919 with the Stationmaster transferred to Bowelling.  Stationmasters were C.J. 

Wilkinson (1/2/1911 – Nov 1911), C.W.H. Copley (Nov 1911 – Nov 1915), E. Davey (Nov 1915 – 

April 1918), E. Seddon (April 1918 – 1/8/1919).  In the classification of stations at the time (Grades 1-

9, Perth being Grade 1), Darkan was a Grade 8 station.  Mr Copley was paid £150 p.a. as SM, Darkan. 

(1) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The building is closely associated with the provision of railway facilities. It was built initially for the 

station master and was later occupied by other railway staff.  The building is a good example of the 

building style from the period, it is important part of the town’s original building stock and makes a

positive contribution to the streeetscape. 

The extension of the Narrogin - Williams line to Darkan in 1906 and the construction of the remainder 

of the line to Collie two years later, was part of the State’s rapidly mushrooming rail system. However, 

the whole matter of the SW railway network became a political football with parochialism and self 

interest of local residents clashing with rational debate. 

The question of the railway routes had seemed to be settled in Darkan’s favour with the Railway’s 

recommendation in 1905, of a junction of the Collie-Narrogin and Wagin-Darkan lines at Darkan. 

However, manoeuvring taking place at Wagin, which was destined to the depot, placed this route in 

doubt. Wagin was keen to see the eastern extension spur through Dumbleyung go ahead before the 

connection to Darkan.  The proposed Wagin-Darkan line was surveyed in 1908 running through 

Wedgecarrup, Arthur River and Maybrook. However by 1909 there was a groundswell of support for a 

“Deviation” with the line running from Wedgecarrup to the 131 mile and then to Darkan. Residents in 

the Moodiarrup area were still fighting to have the line passing through their district. 

In 1908 James Stewart was elected President and Tom Silver, Secretary of the Moodiarrup Railway 

League. In December of that year, a deputation from Moodiarrup met the Premier to discuss the 

railway, without gaining any real satisfaction. Never before in the history of the district had an issue 

been so bitterly debated as the route of the proposed new railway. Throughout 1909 the battle raged 

unabated with the various factions using whatever tactics available to advance their cause.  When the 

proposed line was not included in the 1909 budget, it was clear that the ‘battle of the routes’ was the 

main factor. This led to a deputation to the Premier in October, who in response, said the Government 

hadn’t deviated from its original proposals and the Wagin-Darkan extensions had been practically 

decided upon. However nothing was to materialise for a number of years due to the more urgent claims 

of the newly settled areas, changes of Government and outbreak of the Great War. (2) 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Photography List A 19; CA 24 

Bibliography/References (1) Australian Railway Historical Society (letter to Jan Leopold 20 May 

1995)

 (2) Bird: West of the Arthur pp 244-250 

 Laura Grey (2002) Conservation Plan Darkan Railway Precinct, Prepared 

for the Shire of West Arthur 
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SITE NUMBER: D5  

Name: Darkan Saw Mill/ Mill houses 

Address/Location: Pt Location 101 Lot 1 Coalfields Road, Darkan 

Owner: Craig and Janet Coles 

Heritage Council Listing Number: 8787 

Other Listings: None 

SITE DETAILS 
Occupied: Yes 

Public Access: Short stay accommodation - visitors 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description: Saw Mill/ Dwellings 

Construction Date/Builder: 1952 (Mill rebuilt 1964)

Construction Materials: Weatherboard (1105), iron roof (606) 

Modifications: Some – three cottages restored and furnished 

Extent of original fabric: Most 

General Condition: Fair  

     

Past Use: Single Storey Residence (0101), Housing or Quarters (1302) 

Current Use: Accomodation (commercial – 0599) 

     

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme: Timber Industry (304) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 2 - A place of considerable cultural heritage 

significance to Shire of West Arthur that is worthy of 

recognition and protection through provisions of the Shire of 

West Arthur’s Town Planning Scheme. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING  

Located about 1.5 km east of Darkan, the six houses which are typical mill dwellings adjoin the 

Coalfields Highway with the mill a little to the south. The westerly most cottage has been used as an 

office/quarters for the mill manager. The eastern most cottage is a different design and materials (fibre 

clad). The three houses in the centre are nearly identical except for the front verandah- the house on the 

west has a full verandah and not straight pitched, while the two houses to the east (no. 3 and 4 in the 

complex) have a straight pitched 3/4 verandah. The fifth house is larger and appears to be originally 

designed for single quarters rather than as family home. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The mill is an important local industry providing building materials and local employment. It is 

representative of a number of saw mills which were located throughout the western half of the Shire 

until recent years. 

In 1951 Guiseppi (Jack or Joe) Coli approached the Doudle family, who had just arrived from South 

Australia, to buy land on the edge of Darkan for a new mill. When this was finalised, the new mill was

built, being completed in 1952. With both his existing Quindanning Road and the Darkan Mills 

operating, about forty men were employed by Coli at the mill sites, and cutting and hauling timber.  

The Darkan mill burned down in 1964 and was rebuilt in six weeks, and opened again in January the 

following year. Approximately one hundred guests comprising business associates, workers and local 

residents, enjoyed high tea and barbeque to celebrate the reopening.  

The Darkan Mill at this point mainly supplied railway sleepers, and railway requirements in the manner

of building materials and fence post.  

The Coli family also operates mills at Argyle, Mandurah, Dale River and Gosnells. The Company is 

now owned by Cecil Coli: while his father returned to Italy. Coli came to Western Australia from 

Tuscany, Italy, in 1926, to establish a paper mill for an Italian firm. However, this project did not 

receive a great deal of support and Coli spent the next two years cutting hewn sleepers for Millars 

Timber Company. He then purchased a small truck to cart sleepers, which his men cut at Darkan, 

Cordering and Bowelling 
(2)

. 

Coli liked the country, so his family joined him in 1931 and they lived on a farm near Cordering for 

twelve months. However, being in depression times, there were no orders for sleepers, so the family 

moved to live in Collie. In 1936, Coli opened up a mill four miles from Darkan on the Quindanning 

Road, on what was Billy Cunningham’s farm. Three years later it was pulled down and rebuilt a further 

fourteen miles towards Quindanning. This mill operated through until 1964, when it was closed due to 

the shortage of logs suitable to cut sleepers. 

Several of the cottages have been restored and are used for short stay accommodation.   

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Photographs List                    C 13, 15, 16, 17

Bibliography/References        (1) Bird: West of the Arthur pp 382 

         (2) Ida Spencer: Darkan Early Days  
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SITE NUMBER:  D6 

Name:  West Arthur Roads Board Office 

Address/Location:  Lot 23, 29 Burrowes St, Darkan 

Owner:  Shire of West Arthur 

Heritage Council Listing Number: 2700 

Other Listings: Classified by the National Trust in 2000. 

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied:  Community Development and Meeting Room attached to the 

Health and Resources Centre 

Public Access:  Yes 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description:  Office and board room 

Construction Date/Builder:  1929 

Construction Materials:  Brick (201) and iron (606)

Modifications:  Few (Doorways) 

Extent of original fabric:  Floorboards have been replaced and some restoration had been 

undertaken.  Access available through the Health and Resources 

Centre since 2000.  The original counter in the front room has 

been removed. 

General Condition:  Excellent 

     

Past Use: Office or Administration building (0720) 

Current Use: Office (0501) 

     

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme: Settlements (107), Road Transport (203), Early settlers (603) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 2 - A place of considerable cultural heritage 

significance to Shire of West Arthur that is worthy of 

recognition and protection through provisions of the Shire of 

West Arthur’s Town Planning Scheme. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING

Situated in Burrowes Street it replaced the old weatherboard offices on the same site. The building has 

a distinctive parapet wall with a pediment over the front entrance. The walls are buttressed and the 

building features a central fireplace which is part of the dividing wall between the front office section 

and the rear meeting /storage room. Since the new Shire Complex was built in the 1960’s, the building 

has been used as archival storage and local newspaper (Bleat) in the rear, while the front office has 

been used by the Police the local APB officer,  and for a short period the Darkan Toy Library.  With 

access now available through the Health and Resources Centre the building is used for meetings, as a 

board room or for presentations.   

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The building is closely associated with the provision of local government services. It was built initially 

for the Road’s Board and was later occupied by the users. 

The building is a good example of the building style from the period, it is an important part of the 

town’s building stock and makes a positive contribution to the streetscape. 

The mid-20’s brought to a head some of the complex problems facing the West Arthur Roads Board. A 

number of widely scattered localities were developing their own communities, and some resentment 

was felt towards the centralised operations of the board in Darkan. In March 1925, a special meeting of 

ratepayers overwhelmingly carried out a motion of no confidence in the Board. 

Evidently discontent was due to the inequitable expenditures in the various wards, and the 

representation of the wards on the Roads Board 
(1)

.  The direction by the Minister for Local 

Government that an increase of board members from seven to nine guaranteed at least two new faces 

on the Roads Board and when two of the old Board 
(2)

 declined to stand for re-election, a new-look 

Board was guaranteed. 

The following April (1927), a referendum was held to determine “the desirability or otherwise of the 

removing the Roads Board office to Duranillin.” The result was a resounding “NO” vote of 335, to a 

“YES” tally of only 147 votes 
(3)

.  The majority of more than 2:1 in favour of the office remaining in 

Darkan had settled this question, which had been simmering for a number of years. 

At the monthly meeting of the Board in February 1928, Board Members Johnson and Curnow put 

forward a motion that the new office of either brick, stone or cement bricks be built at Darkan, at an

estimated cost of about seven hundred and fifty pound.  However, Robert Ness successfully moved an 

amendment that the matter of building a new office of brick or stone be referred to the ratepayers at the 

Annual General Meeting to be held at Darkan on 15 March. This matter was apparently deferred until a 

referendum was finally held in December of that year. A narrow majority of 26 gave the go ahead for 

the new offices 
(4)

. Tenders were called early the following year for the brick office and board room, 

and work commenced in mid-1929. 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
Photographs List        A 11; CA 16

                                   Bird: West of the Arthur pp 309-311 

Bibliography/References        (1) Wagin Argus  23/3/25 

         (2) Ibid  10/4/25 

         (3) Ibid  16/4/26 

      (4) Ibid  18/12/28 
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SITE NUMBER:  D7  

Name:  Darkan School (first section) 

Address/Location:  Burrowes St, Darkan  

  

Owner:  Education Department 

Heritage Council Listing Number: 8789 

Other Listings: None 

SITE DETAILS 
Occupied:  Yes 

Public Access:  Restricted 

BUILDING DETAILS
Description:  School 

Construction Date/Builder:  1908 (H Marsh of Narrogin) 

Construction Materials:  Timber framed and weatherboard (1105), iron roof (606) 

Modifications:  Some (attachment to later additional buildings) 

Extent of original fabric:  Most 

General Condition:  Good 

     

Past Use: School (306) 

Current Use: School (306) 

     

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme: Education (402) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 2 - A place of considerable cultural heritage 

significance to Shire of West Arthur that is worthy of 

recognition and protection through provisions of the Shire of 

West Arthur’s Town Planning Scheme. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING

The school is located on the western outskirts of Darkan fronting the Duranillin road. The location was 

possibly chosen to also serve children to the farming districts to the west, south and north of the town.  

The first building was later incorporated into two additions- the first joined to it on the north side and 

the major extensions to the east. The old building was then used as the office and administration centre.  

It is a timber framed, hip roof building with a wooden dado and fibre cladding. The dado and cladding 

probably occurred with the additions to give a uniform appearance. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The building is closely associated with the provision of educational facilities. It is the first school in the 

West Arthur district. 

The building is a good example of the building style of the period. It is an important part of the town’s 

original building stock and makes a positive contribution to the streetscape. 

The increasing population accompanying the railway to Darkan saw the approval of a school building 

for the township. In early 1908 it was announced that H. Marsh of Narrogin was the successful tenderer

at the cost of 475 pounds (21). The Boolading residents considered the school should have been built at 

their centre and renewed their representation with enthusiasm. Finally, after two years of agitation, the 

Education Department granted 20 pounds for the materials on the condition that the Boolading settlers 

erect the building. 

Until 1929, the school was run by just one teacher. In that year a ‘probationer’ was appointed as an 

assistant. The growth of the town’s population and the advent of the school buses after WW II saw a 

rapid expansion in student and teacher numbers. In 1962 the school was given ‘Junior High’ status and 

in 1974 reclassified as ‘District High School’ 
(1)

. 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Photographs List           A 24, CB 4, 5, 6

         West of the Arthur pp 204, 286, 380

Bibliography/References       (1) Bird: West of the Arthur pp 209, 379 
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SITE NUMBER:  D8  

Name:  Mrs Maude King’s House 

Address/Location:  Lot 42 (Number 46) Hillman St, Darkan 

Owner:  Russell King 

Heritage Council Listing Number: 8791 

Other Listings: None 

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied:  Yes 

Public Access:  Restricted 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description:  Dwelling 

Construction Date/Builder:  c 1930 

Construction Materials:  Timber framed, weatherboard cladding (1105), iron roof (606) 

  

Modifications:  Few 

Extent of original fabric:  Most 

General Condition:  Good 

     

Past Use: Single storey residence (0101) 

Current Use: Single storey residence (0101)  

     

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme: Early settlers (603), local heroes and battlers (604) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 3 - A place of some cultural heritage significance to 

Shire of West Arthur.   
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING
The dwelling faces the laneway which runs between Hillman and Burrowes Streets, indicating it was 

the first building in this area.  Timber framed and weatherboard clad, the building features three hips 

with a front and back verandah.  

It was built for the Lynch family. Mr Lynch came from Rushworth in Victoria in 1925 to cut sleepers 

and camped at Waining Pool.  Later he was appointed foreman of the Roads Board and lived in this 

house until the 1940’s when he left to work in the Collie coalmines.  Here he was gassed which 

precipitated his early death at the age of 55 years in 1950.  

The house was purchased by Mick and Maude King. It is now owned by Russell King. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The residence for many years of Mrs King a much respected local citizen.  The house is a good 

example of the construction style of the period and is an important part of the town’s building stock.   

In 1947 Mick and Maude King left the farm to live in Darkan, as Mick had been ill with a heart 

condition for some years.  Maude‘s mother had also lived the last few years with them on the farm, but

shortly after moving to Darkan, she passed away at the age of eighty eight years, only being ill for the 

last week of her life.  Several months later Mick also died, and later Maude took in local school 

teachers and bank clerks for company and a little extra income.  After turning 90 she was unable to 

look after herself and being an independent person, she decide to go to the newly opened Narrogin 

Nursing Home, where she lived to be in excess of 100 years at the time of her death. 

Maude King played the organ for the Anglican church as a young lady and continued until she was well 

into her seventies. At ‘Breezy Peaks’ members of the Williams Brotherhood or the Minister would stay 

overnight when they visited the district and on these occasions after tea at night, hymns would be sung.  

Mrs King was honoured with life membership of the Country Women’s Association and the Red Cross 

in recognition of her services to these organisations. 

Her husband Michael (Mick) King had come from Echuca, Victoria, to the goldfields just after the turn 

of the century.  However, gold was not as easy to come by as he had hoped, so he moved to the South-

west timber country.  Initially he was sleeper cutting at Holyoak, near Dwellingup, and later at 

Worsley, near Collie.  Here he became an official of the Timber Workers Union for a short time before 

teaming up with his mates to take on the railway contract. 

King named his selection ‘Breezy Peaks’, and after some time in the area, married Maude Brown 

(daughter of pioneers Charles Frederick and Elizabeth Brown, settlers at ‘The Mount’ [Mt. Brown]. A 

timber-framed galvanised iron house was constructed, where they raised 10 children. 

King was the inaugural president of The (West) Arthur Football team founded in 1907 at a meeting at 

Maybrook. Mick King became the first President of the West Arthur Agricultural Society and the 

inaugural show at Darkan, in 1929, attracted 2000 people.  A tireless worker for the show over many 

years, on show day Mick and the older children would leave before dawn with the exhibits etc.,  in the

horse and cart, while Maude would follow a little later with the younger children in the sulky.  King 

was also a member of the Roads Board until ill health forced his retirement, and during the second war

was chairman of the Patriotic Committee in Darkan. 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Photographs List       West of the Arthur, pp 224, 226.     

         A 13, 14: CA 18, 19  

Bibliography/References       (1) Bird: West of the Arthur pp 213, 214, 224, 225, 305. 
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SITE NUMBER:  D9  

Name:  Nangip Homestead 

Address/Location:  Location 59, Darkan South Road, Darkan 

Owner:  J and R Kelliher 

Heritage Council Listing Number: 8792 

Other Listings: None 

SITE DETAILS 
Occupied:  Yes- by Phil and Beryl Harrington 

Public Access:  Restricted 

BUILDING DETAILS
Description:  Dwelling 

Construction Date/Builder:  1905/6 

Construction Materials:  Brick (201), iron roof (606) 

Modifications:  Extensions to rear 

Extent of original fabric:  Most 

General Condition:  Good 

     

Past Use: Single storey residence (0101) 

Current Use: Single storey residence (0101) 

     

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme: Early settlers (603) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 2 - A place of considerable cultural heritage 

significance to Shire of West Arthur that is worthy of recognition 

and protection through provisions of the Shire of West Arthur’s 

Town Planning Scheme. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING

The building is located near the east bank of a tributary of Nangip Gully, several kilometres south of

Darkan. The kiln used to make the bricks was later used to make the bricks required for the Darkan 

Hotel.  

The house was built in two stages - the front section using the Flemish bond brick pattern and the rear 

English bond. Further extensions have been added to the rear. The original windows are still there, 

however the front wooden verandah posts have been replaced with tubular steel. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Fisher family was one of the very early pioneers of the Darkan area and linked with the Marsh and 

‘Gibbs’ families to open up the district for further settlement. It is now owned by the Kelliher brothers, 

descendants of the Fisher family. 

Thomas Fisher had been born in Essex, England, in March 1841/42 and arrived in the colony with his 

parents (Henry and Mary Anne), and brothers and sisters. Three more daughters were born in the 

colony, bringing the number of children to six (another died on the voyage). (Henry Fisher, who had 

been a labourer in England, settled at the Brunswick River, where he became a shepherd. Brunswick 

became the base from which many flocks were grazed inland through the forest country, as far as the 

upper reaches of the Collie River. His wife, Mary Anne, was a Marsh, and later another branch of this 

family were to become neighbours at Brunswick with the arrival of William Marsh and his family from 

England in 1854.) Thomas Fisher, being the oldest child, took over the role of bread winner for the 

family, on the death of his father in September 1862. 

With his move to ‘Nangip’ in about 1871, the Gibbs and the Fisher families became closely associated. 

Seventeen years after his sister Sarah-Ann married William Gibbs, Thomas (aged 50) married 

William’s sister Sophia (then aged 42), in May 1891. The couple had no children, but unfortunate 

circumstances within their extended family were later to see them raise four children. 

The illness, and the subsequent death, in 1899, of Harriet Marsh (wife of  Charles of ‘Capercup’) 

resulted in the two young Marsh girls, Bella and Rachel, being brought up by their aunts, Sophia Fisher 

and Sarah-Ann Gibbs respectively. 

Bill Marsh (Charles and Harriet’s second son) married Elizabeth Elliott from Kulikup. They had two 

children, Rene (now Mrs Rudi Schinzig) and Charlie, but Elizabeth died at the birth of Charlie in 1915. 

Tom and Sophia Fisher then brought up these two small children. 

The Fishers also fostered their nephew Charlie (whose mother, Emma Fisher, later married William 

Marriott); then Bella Marsh, and later Bill Marsh’s two children.   

In 1916 Thomas Fisher died while attending a sheep that was down. His wife marked the spot with a 

wooden cross which is still evident.  

Bella Marsh eventually inherited ‘Nangip’ after the death of Tom and Sophia Fisher. Charlie Fisher 

inherited Hillman Downs but managed Nangip for Bella.  Bella eventually married Bill Kelliher, whose 

sons today run the property in conjunction with their Wandering properties. Bill Kelliher was born in 

Sydney 1881. His parents emigrated from Ireland in the 1870’s. Bill Kelliher had a blacksmith and 

engineering shop in Narrogin. 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Photographs List       West of the Arthur, pp 78, 130    A 23: CB 1, 2, 3  

Bibliography/References       (1) Bird: West of the Arthur pp 76, 77, 131, 132, 167, 289. 
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SITE NUMBER:  D10  

Name:  “Sunnyhurst” Homestead 

Address/Location:  Location 38, Coalfields Highway, Darkan 

Owner:  Heather Gibbs 

Heritage Council Listing Number: 8793 

Other Listings: None 

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied:  No 

Public Access:  Restricted 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description:  Dwelling 

Construction Date/Builder:  c 1900 

Construction Materials:  Stone (904) with iron roof (606) 

Modifications:  Few 

Extent of original fabric:  Most 

General Condition:  Poor 

     

Past Use: Single storey residence (0101) 

Current Use: Unused (17) 

     

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme: Early settlers (603) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 3 - A place of some cultural heritage significance to 

Shire of West Arthur.   
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING

Situated near the Darkan Gully which took its name, as did the farm and later the township, from the 

Darkan Rock a flat granite rock.  It is the only steep granite rise along the gully and probably accounts 

for the location of a large stone well (about 3-4 m in diameter) which was the source of water for the

family (it is situated near the south west corner of the home). 

The house has no eaves and is notable for the elevation of the front which has a landing, initially 

wooden steps.  The timber floor was supported by stone pillars. Internal cladding is crimped iron.  

Corner fireplaces served the three large rooms on the west side of the central passageway.  A 

weatherboard extension to the rear of the house served as the kitchen, it is also crimped iron clad on the 

inside.  Surrounding the homestead (which is about 200m west of the Williams/Darkan Road and 100m 

east of the Coalfields Highway) is an extensive orchard and on the east there are remnants of a tennis

court. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The building is notable as it stands on the first location taken up in the Darkan area and is still owned 

by descendants of the original pioneers - William and Sarah Gibbs.  It also is a good example of 

construction styles of this period and is an important part of the district’s building stock.   

The William Gibbs family originally set up camp approximately two and a half miles west of Darkan.  

The well at the camp was unreliable, and a better one was sunk further down the creek, and camp was 

shifted to the new place. They decided to settle permanently and on 25 June 1867, applied for a tillage 

lease of 100 acres, one mile from Darkan Rock.  Other land was selected in later years.  The Gibbs’ 

also made a living from kangaroo skins, which they took to Perth and traded for provisions etc.
 (1)

The death of the Darkan pioneer, William John Gibbs in June 1895, and his wife, Harriet, just seven 

months later, was the end of a very significant chapter in the district’s history. 

Their youngest son, Henry, who was then 37 years of age, took over the running of the ‘Darkan’ 

homestead farm and in later years extended the boundaries west of the Quindanning Road to take in 

1600 acres of land.  In 1896, Henry Gibbs became a member of the re-constituted Arthur Road Board 

and served on that body for 29 years.  About this time, he married Eleanor Harris and the couple were 

to produce 10 children with the eldest, Herbert, being killed in action in France in June 1916, when 

only 18 years of age. 

In 1912 a travelling correspondent reported  

 - “Darkan House”, residence of Henry Gibbs, one of the oldest in the district, 40 years 

standing. Of late years, nice stone house erected ... one hundred acres late sown.  Horses,  cattle  help  

keep  pot boiling. 

 With crops and high price of wool, most Darkan folk should be in a position to visit the Royal 

next year in their motor cars (22). 

Henry and Eleanor’s third son George married Linda Lynch in 1935.  He took over ‘Darkan’ farm (now 

‘Sunnyhurst’) from his father.  George served in World War II and had two sons, Don and Stewart, the 

latter running the property until his death in 1987. 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Photographs List         West of the Arthur, p 127

         CB 9, 10, 12, 13, 14  

Bibliography/References    (1) Bird: West of the Arthur pp 76, 126, 258 
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SITE NUMBER: D11  

Name: Darkan Pioneer Hall 

Address/Location: Lot 25, No. 32 Hillman St, Darkan

Owner: Shire of the West Arthur 

Heritage Council Listing Number: 3327 

    Other Listings: None.  This building was originally nominated for inclusion on the 

State Register in August 1992.  It was given a preliminary assessment 

and then considered not to be suitable for inclusion on the State 

Register.  The building was renominated and assessed through the 

Heritage Council’s backlog review process in 2003 (after the cement 

render had been removed) and, based on the information provided at 

the time, the Hall did not appear to cross the threshold for inclusion in 

the State Register.  

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied: Yes-currently used by the Darkan Toy Library 

Public Access: Restricted 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description: Hall 

Construction Date/Builder: 1910/ George Cuthbert 

Construction Materials: Stone walls (904), timber floor (1102), iron roof (606) 

Modifications: Some (new roof, stonework on upper side walls was cut for new roof, 

cement rendering was applied in 1964 which was subsequently 

removed around 1996) 

Extent of original fabric: Most 

General Condition: Good 

Past Use: Community Hall (208) 

Current Use: Community Hall (208), Toy Library (0312) 

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme: Community services and utilities (404), Sport, recreation and 

entertainment (405) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 2 - A place of considerable cultural heritage significance to 

Shire of West Arthur that is worthy of recognition and protection 

through provisions of the Shire of West Arthur’s Town Planning 

Scheme. Whilst this building is not considered by the Heritage 

Council of WA as being suitable for inclusion on the State Heritage 

Register, the working group considered this building to be a very 

important part of the Shire’s cultural heritage. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING

One of the first substantial buildings constructed in the official townsite south of the railway line. The 

original gable roofed building had stone walls, timber floor and iron roof.  The hall used to have a stage 

on a pulley system which was raised into the roof when it was not required (M. Quill Pers Comm.) 

During the 1960’s restructuring and raising the roof line took place and later it was joined to the new 

hall built at that time. An entrance door at the North East corner facing Burrowes Street was bricked in 

and the exterior cement rendered.   

In the mid 1990’s the Pioneer Hall working group was formed as a Shire Committee and facilitated 

actions to conserve the hall.   The cement render was removed from the walls around 1996.
(3)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The building is of significance as one of the early venues in Darkan for social and civic occasions. 

These included weddings/receptions, church services, picture shows, and balls. Much of the district’s 

social history took place as it was the town’s only public venue. The building is a fine example of a 

local hall from the period. It is an important component of the stock of the original buildings in Darkan. 

The years 1910-12 saw a number of developments in Darkan which not only aided the facilities 

enjoyed by the local residents, but also signified the growing population and associated development of 

the region. 

The want of a hall for Darkan led to tenders being called for its construction in July 1910. William 

Burowes, the Secretary of the Darkan Progress Association advertised, at the time, that the plans could 

be inspected at the Darkan Hotel. The hall was built by George Cuthbert and officially opened the 

following year, by James Mitchell, Minister for Lands. 

George Cuthbert and his brother, Martin, had come to Western Australia in 1908. The land guide 

brought them out to the Beaufort River and they selected land there. The Beaufort had the attraction of 

fresh pools of water, but the soil was very sandy and poor. George Cuthbert started a market garden on

his block four miles south east of the present Bokal Siding:- the grading area, and the engine on the 

stand can still be seen today. However, due to the lack of markets and the price of 2/- per case landed in 

Collie and Wagin, this venture failed. Martin Cuthbert eventually settled closer to Moodiarrup, and 

George moved to Bennett’s after puchasing that property near the Hillman/Arthur junction. In 1912 he 

built the stone sheds for Bennett. 

The brothers had spent some time in America and were in San Fransisco during the 1906 earthquake- 

being builders and stone masons, they were kept very busy after this catastrophe. George Cuthbert built 

many houses in the West Arthur area, including Bert Orr’s (‘Fair View’), Alfred Holmes (Duranillin) 

and plastered Piesse’s sheds at the Arthur. 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Photographs List       A 12: CA 17  

        West of the Arthur pp 164, 328

Bibliography/References      (1) Bird; West of the Arthur pp 164-165 

        (2) Bird; West of the Arthur pp 251, 406 

  (3) Gray, Laura; Conservation Plan Darkan Pioneer Hall February 2000 
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SITE NUMBER:  D12  

Name:  Six Mile Cottage 

Address/Location:  Location 3518, Darkan- Quindanning Road, Darkan 

Owner:  K Duffield 

Heritage Council Listing Number: 8795 

Other Listings: None 

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied:  No 

Public Access:  Open.  Regularly visited by people both in and out of the Shire.  

Records kept in a visitors book. 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description:  Dwelling 

Construction Date/Builder:  c 1905 

Construction Materials:  Timber slab walls (1104), stone chimney (904), iron roof (606), 

wooden floor 

Modifications:  Few (wooden floor) 

  

Extent of original fabric:  Most  

General Condition:  Poor – chimney has major cracks due to slab movement.  

Termites are in the slab. 

Past Use: Single storey residence (0101) 

Current Use: Unused (17) 

     

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme: Early settlers (603), Grazing, pastoralism and dairying (301), 

Timber industry (304) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 2 - A place of considerable cultural heritage 

significance to Shire of West Arthur that is worthy of 

recognition and protection through provisions of the Shire of 

West Arthur’s Town Planning Scheme. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING
     

Situated 10 kms north west of Darkan on the Quindanning Road. The cottage consists of two rooms. 

The interior has white washed hessian lining. 

The cottage was built in the early 1900’s by Dick Strange, brother-in-law of Joe Symonds. He was a 

sleeper- cutter- to supplement his farm income. 

Bert Bingham came to work for Joe Symonds, and each weekend, Mrs Bingham and her family of four 

used to drive over in a spring cart and horse from Boddington, and stay with him. All their school 

holidays were spent in this place. 

A Darkan resident recently recalled: 

 When Bill and Vi Kirk were here, (1950’s), we used to come out Sundays and spend with 

them. The cottage was very, very nice- like a  little  doll’s  house-  all  muslin  curtains  

hanging  here  and there, and the furniture was all homemade. They used to have a pine safe to 

keep food in- just a small table and four chairs, and an iron bed. They had a built-in corner for 

a wardrobe. For lighting, all they had were hurricane lamps- and kerosene table lamps- these 

had an iron stand and a little floral bowl. 

 Inside the cottage it was all painted white and looked so nice. They had shelves up, and a kind 

of a mantle piece. The fireplace was white washed over, and the walls of timber slab were all 

cut with the broad axe- you can still see the marks. The stove was there in Kirk’s time. In the 

very old times there was only an open fire place, and they used camp ovens to cook in. 

 The floor was of earth originally, as I remember, and the wooden floor would have been put 

down after Mr Coli (about 1925-30) started the mill. When it was first built, the windows had 

wooden shutters, which fastened in the centre and had to be propped out. 

 There was a 100 gallon tank for drinking water, and they would cart water from a dam for 

washing. The wash basins were on benches out the back.  The dam outside the cottage was 

probably put down by Bert Gibbs (in the 1930’s) with a team of horses. Anyone who came to 

the cottage added a lean-to of hessian, or bought tents to stay in. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
    

The building is a good example of one of the building styles and use of local materials by pioneer 

selectors of that period. Restoration work and being open to the public as tourist attraction enhances it’s 

significance. 

Dick Strange was a pioneer selector of the area near the junction of the Hillman and Arthur River, as 

was Joe Symonds. (2) Further research is needed to link this and the cottage and later occupants. 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Photographs List       A 25: CA 7, 8  

Bibliography/References      (1) Extracts from “Slab and Stone Cottage- Memories of Mrs Dorrie 

Gibbs”               (Shire of West Arthur brochure) 

        (2) Bird; West of the Arthur (see under Strange and Symonds) 
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SITE NUMBER:  D13  

Name:  Tachbrook Homestead 

Address/Location:  ‘Tachbrook’, Coalfields Road, Mt Brown 

Owner:  R Prowse 

Heritage Council Listing Number: 8796 

Other Listings: None 

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied:  Yes 

Public Access:  Restricted 

BUILDING DETAILS
Description:  Dwelling 

Construction Date/Builder:  1909 

Construction Materials:  Brick (201), iron roof (606) with stone (904) cottage attached 

Modifications:  Some 

Extent of original fabric:  Most 

General Condition:  Good 

     

Past Use: Single storey residence (0101) 

Current Use: Single storey residence (0101) 

     

HISTORIC THEME 
Theme: Early settlers (603), Grazing, pastoralism and dairying (301) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 3 - A place of some cultural heritage significance to 

Shire of West Arthur.   
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING

Located to the south of the Coalfield’s Highway, halfway between Arthur River and Darkan. The 

homestead is almost midway between the road and the river Arthur. Much of the 1km road to the 

homestead passes through “Maybrook” paddocks. 

The homestead is built of brick (painted cream) and later additions have joined an old stone one 

roomed hut to the main building at the back. The north and east verandahs were enclosed with brick in 

the 1950’s to add more bedrooms. In 2005 all but one of these was removed and verandah posts now 

replace the brick uprights.  The south side features a bay window covered by a bullnosed verandah over

the jarrah tongue and grooved flooring. Modifications have also been effected to the west side near the 

rear entrance. 

To the west of the dwelling is an old stone walled (0.3 m thickness) and mortar shed with a distinctive 

parapet on the back. Some internal rendering has been carried out over time. This long shed (18m x 

4.5m) has the south end enclosed in brick with a long narrow vertical window to the west. The iron 

roof is on sawn timber rafters and is supported by bush timber uprights on the open eastern face. 

    

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
    

The building is a good example of the construction and architectural style from the period and is an 

important part of the district’s early building stock. The property is part of an early selection and has 

been owned by a number of prominent citizens. 

The property was originally taken up by Henry Walter Fleay in conjunction with Maybrook. The 

property was originally known as Bocalarrup after the spring and creek of the same name in the 

vicinity. Fleay lived at Bocalarrup for many years before letting it to his sons and moving to Wagin due 

to failing health. After this, it was to have a quick succession of owners W.F. Finey (who leased it to 

Kinmorley 1905-1908), W.C. Witte, Audrey Fleay (son of William of “Tarwonga” and “Maybrook”) in 

1911, John Le Cornu and Arthur Dall 1913. After surviving war service, Dall was killed in a traffic 

accident in 1919. 

James Woodville Darling, the next owner of ‘Tachbrook’, came from Beechworth, Vic. to buy the farm 

from Le Cornu in 1920. Darling had distinguished himself on active service. He had won a Military 

Cross in the 1st World War, and later became a squadron leader in the Air Force, in the 2nd World 

War. Darling completed the consolidation of land which Finey had begun, by buying two blocks of 

land which were surrounded by ‘Tachbrook’ land, from the Bennetts (location 447 and 842), bringing 

the acreage to 4629. 

Several years after the war the property was again sold to Don Pascoe and then to Edgar Prowse in 

1949. Prowse was elected Senator for Western Australia, representing the Country Party from 1961 to 

1973. Tachbrook was owned by his son Trevor and his family who have in recent years bought the 

‘Maybrook’ property in the early 1980’s.  Trevor’s son Russell now owns ‘Tachbrook’ and his oldest 

son Graeme owns ‘Maybrook’ and part of ‘Tachbrook’.

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Photographs List       West of the Arthur p 403  

Bibliography/References      Bird; West of the Arthur pp 68, 164, 219, 317-320, 352, 390, 402-403. 
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SITE NUMBER:  D14  

Name:  Putland Motors 

Address/Location:  Lot 34 at 35 Burrowes St, Darkan

Owner:  JW and LD Putland 

Heritage Council Listing Number: 8813 

Other Listings: None 

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied:  Yes - Stuart and Kerrie Putland  

Public Access:  Restricted 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description:  Motor Garage 

Construction Date/Builder:  1933 

Construction Materials:  Timber (1105) and iron frame, iron roof (606) and cladding 

Modifications:  Many 

Extent of original fabric:  Part (small room fronting Burrowes St)  

General Condition:  Good – some cladding needs replacing 

     

Past Use: Shop/retail (0508) 

Current Use: Shop retail (0508) 

     

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme: Road Transport (203) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 3 - A place of some cultural heritage significance to 

Shire of West Arthur.   
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING

Situated on the south side of Burrowes St. almost opposite the Stationmaster’s House. The only 

remaining section of the original structure is a small room fronting the street. The rest of the building 

was purchased and removed by Don Telfer. 

Originally constructed in the period 1933-35 by Tom and Fred Curnow using timber cut on the family’s 

‘The Angle’ property at Boolading. Later owners have made extensive alterations and modifications 

since that time. After the Second War the business was sold to Dorsett’s Motor Agency- Fred Curnow 

managed it for a time, then CL Elias and Pat Chapman. The next owner was George Elias then Alf 

Galloway and the present owners- the Putland family since 1963. (1) 

At the rear of the garage is the old lighting plant shed- timber framed weather clad with iron gable roof. 

There is one opening, a double door made of wooden planks. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Notable as the site of the first garage/mechanical repairs in Darkan and its association with transition 

from horse drawn vehicles to the motor age. It is also significant that the original building used local 

timber and was constructed by pioneers. 

The original builders and proprietors Fred and Tom Curnow were two of 12 children of Jim and Sophia 

(nee Gibbs). Each of the seven sons displayed a strong degree of technical ability- a trait inherited from 

their father who made a valuable contribution to the district for many years as a 

wheelwright/blacksmith. Jim Curnow had learned this trade as a young man on the Goldfields after 

leaving the family farm in Victoria and teamed up with his brother-in-law Jim Wunnenberg to set up a 

blacksmith business in Kookyine. 

In 1937 the Curnow brothers introduced the first 32 volt lighting plant to the district. Fred served in the 

Air Force during the Second World War and it was left to the younger boys to carry out most of the 

district’s mechanical and electrical repairs. 

Tom went to Quindanning and served a term as President of the Boddington Shire Council. He later 

retired to Bunbury and served on the bench of the Children’s Court. 

In later years Fred continued with his inventions and had success with a grain dryer and seed cleaner 

inventions. 

Other owners have included Norm Dorsett, Geoff Elias and Alf Galloway.  The current owners 

purchased the garage from Alf in 1963. 

  

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Photographs List       A 15, 16: CA 20, 21

Bibliography/References        (1) Bird: West of the Arthur p 378   

        (2) Bird: West of the Arthur pp 155-156 
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SITE NUMBER: D15  

Name: Railway Crane and Loading Ramp 

Address/Location: Darkan Railway Reserve, Coalfields Hwy 

Owner: Currently in the process of being transferred from the Public 

Transport Authority to the Shire of West Arthur  

Heritage Council Listing Number:  2703 

Other Listings: Assessed by Heritage Council of WA in 2001 and found to be 

below threshold therefore not included on State Register 

(Appendix 2) 

SITE DETAILS 
Occupied: No 

Public Access:       Open  

BUILDING DETAILS

Description: Railway loading ramp and block crane.    

Construction Date/Builder: Ramp 1908, 1965 Crane 

Construction Materials: Ramp – railway sleepers (1199), earth (499): Crane – steel (610) 

  

Modifications: None known.  A request was made in 1963 for a new loading 

platform but is not know if this request was agreed to  

Extent of original fabric: most  

General Condition: Good 

Past Use: Rail infrastructure – other (0719) 

Current Use: Unused 

     

HISTORIC THEME 
Theme: Rail and Light rail transport (202) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 3 - A place of some cultural heritage significance to 

Shire of West Arthur.   
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING

The crane and ramp lie on the southern side of the Railway Reserve and on the southern side of where 

the railway line was located. It is situated close to where the rail track goods shed and yards were 

originally located (these are no longer visible). 

The Ramp is built up and retained by timber railway sleepers and iron railway line construction.  The 

finished surface of the ramp is gravel 
(1)

.  The ramp was built in 1906.  A request was made for a new 

ramp in 1965 but it is not known if this request was agreed to
(1)

.   

In 1949 the Farmers Union of WA requested a crane for the loading ramp to handle the offloading of 

heavy machinery and goods.  But the request was refused.  Other places were deemed more in need 

than Darkan.  In 1963 another request for a crane was made and this time the request was successful  

The crane provided was a second hand three ton steel crane that was removed from a station that was 

being upgraded to a six ton crane.  It was 1965 before the crane was eventually installed at Darkan
(1)

.   

The crane is a three ton steel crane set onto a concrete plinth with timber surrounds.  It has a detachable 

hand and is still in working order.  

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The ramp and crane were used extensively for lifting goods (particularly fertilizer, grain and stock) 

arriving and departing by rail and for the piles of sleepers stacked in the station yard for onward 

delivery.  The railway continued to operate until 1988.  It is one of the few buildings or structures on 

the railway reserve that have remained on site (together with the Station Masters House and the 

Station). 

It is an important part of the Railway Precinct which contributed so greatly to the development of the

Darkan Townsite.   

SUPPORTING INFORMATION

1  Grey, Laura and Sauman, Irene (2002) Conservation Plan Darkan Railway Precinct.   
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SITE NUMBER: D16  

Name: Aboriginal Reserve and Nissan Hut 

Address/Location: Location No. 187 and 133 Coalfields Highway (reserve 37824 

and 10341).

Owner: Shire of West Arthur  

Heritage Council Listing Number: None 

Other Listings: None 

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied: Location 187 currently used as a Caravan Park.   Location 133 

used as a Pony Club 

Public Access:       Open  

BUILDING DETAILS

Description: Nissan Hut   

Construction Date/Builder: circa 1966 

Construction Materials: Corrugated Iron (606), Timber (1099) 

Modifications: None  

Extent of original fabric: Most 

General Condition: Fair 

Past Use: Other (cement huts) (199), Park Reserve (16) 

Current Use: Commercial other (caravan park) (0599), park/reserve (16), Shed  

(Ram Sale Shed) (1504), Other sports building (pony club, club 

house) (211) 
    

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme: Aboriginal Occupation (102), Sport Recreation and 

Entertainment (405), Hospitality industry and tourism (311), 

Grazing Pastoralism and dairying (301) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 3 - A place of some cultural heritage significance to 

Shire of West Arthur.   
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING

Location 187 amd 133 are located on the Coalfields Highway 2 km west of the Darkan Townsite.  The 

area comprises 3 hectares which was originally part of one block (Loc 187).   

Lot 133 was truncated from the Pony Club Ground in the 1982 for use as a caravan park.  A shed for 

ram sales was later erected. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Location 187, was originally vested with the Shire in 1929.  It was then vested on the 3
rd

 July 1964 as 

an Aboriginal Camping Ground. The Department of Native Affairs erected a few small cement houses 

for the Aboriginals and a Nissen Hut for recreational purposes.   The exact date that these were erected 

is unknown but it is thought to be a few years after the vesting 
(1)

.  

Previously an agreement had been reached at a public meeting that a permanent camping site should be 

offered by Council to the Department of Native Affairs for the Aboriginals (and those following 

seasonal work) camping within the town.  In 1969 it was noted that between 50 and 60 Aboriginals 

were camped in the area. 

In 1972 the Reserve was closed following the drift of residents to larger towns. The place had played a 

significant role as a meeting place and often housed up to fifty Aboriginals at any one time. 

In 1975 the Pony Club and Girl Guides applied for and were granted use of the land and hut. 

The hut is significant as it was built in the style of the Nissen Hut designed to reflect shrapnel and to 

house bombed out victims in World War Two. It was cheap and quick to erect. It is half the size of the

original design and rests on stumps rather than a concrete floor. 

The Pony Club operated from1975 and then closed its doors in the 1980’s.  It recently reopened and the

grounds are once again being used as a pony club.  

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
1 Mrs S. Curnow, Pers Comm.  2008 
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SITE NUMBER: D17  

Name: Darkan Cemetery 

Address/Location: Location 147 Darkan South Road 

Owner:  Shire of West Arthur 

Heritage Council Listing Number:  None 

Other Listings: None 

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied: No  

Public Access:       Open  

BUILDING DETAILS

Description:  Graveyard and niche wall 

Construction Date/Builder:  1914 (earliest known grave) 

Construction Materials:  variable  

Modifications:  The cemetery has evolved over time 

Extent of original fabric:  Most 

General Condition:  Good (although some graves are beginning to collapse as a result 

of rabbit burrowings.  Some individual graves appear to no 

longer be maintained by family members) 

Past Use:  Monument/cemetery (12) 

Current Use:  Monument/cemetery (12) 

     

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme:  Land allocation and subdivision (104), religion (406), early 

settlers (603) 

     

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 2 - A place of considerable cultural heritage 

significance to Shire of West Arthur that is worthy of 

recognition and protection through provisions of the Shire of 

West Arthur’s Town Planning Scheme. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING

The Cemetery is set in  4  ha of land surrounded by a thin strip of bushland on three sides. 

The area was initially divided into the three denominations of the Founding era, Protestant, Roman 

Catholic and Methodist faiths. This practice is not conformed to as strictly these days.   

The main entrance on the eastern side is covered by a portico and is used as an assembly area for burial 

parties. To the west of the entrance is a small Niche Wall of brick construction erected in 1982/83 and 

the first deposit was made on 10 May 1983 (Patricia Hall). 

There is a plaque on a rock at the front of the cemetery which reads: 

“To commemorate the memory of the pioneers of the West Arthur Shire.  West Arthur 

Bicentennial Community Committee 1988” 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The gravestones of the cemetery record the history of local residents especially that of pioneer families 

and their descendants. 

  

The first burial recorded in the cemetery was that of Pearl Ivy Brown in 1914.  Pearl was 24 years of 

age, the wife of Henry Harrison Brown Jnr. of Mt. Brown, Arthur River, killed in World War 1
(1)

. Pearl 

was one of the daughters of Mrs. Johnson of Darkan (she was well know as Mrs 17 Johnson because of 

the number of kids she looked after –not all of them her own).   

The oldest citizen buried in the Darkan Cemetery is Maude King who was 103 years of age.  She was 

the wife of Mick King and daughter of C.F.Brown and wife Elizabeth. 

The strong Christian faith of some of the early settlers is represented by tall iconic headstones with

scrolled wrought iron surrounds and appropriate wording. As the century progressed burial inscriptions

tended to reflect the growing secular society and denomination burials became less apparent. 

From 1921-56 fourteen children under the age of seventeen were buried in the cemetery.  Several 

babies were still born or lost within a few days and several mothers died in labour. An eleven year old 

girl was murdered on her way to school.  

The only serving Aboriginal soldier buried is Frank H. Smith whose headstone records ‘Lest We 

Forget.  He served in the AIF during WW1. 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
1 Bird, J. (1990) West of the Arthur., West Arthur Shire Council 
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SITE NUMBER: D18  

Name: Sarah Ann Gibbs Tree 

Address/Location: Darkan Railway Reserve 

Owner: Shire of West Arthur 

Heritage Council Listing Number: None 

Other Listings: None  

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied: No 

Public Access:       Open  

BUILDING DETAILS

Description: Seedling Pine tree 

Construction Date/Builder: Original tree was planted in 1906 and removed in 1990, 

replacement tree was planted in 2000. 

Construction Materials: NA 

Modifications: A new tree has been planted to replace the original tree which 

was deemed unsafe. 

Extent of original fabric: None 

General Condition: Good 

Past Use: NA 

Current Use: NA 

     

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme: Early Settlers (603) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 4 - A site without built features, but of some cultural

heritage significance to Shire of West Arthur. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING
A pine tree was planted on the Railway Reserve on the northern side of the Railway Station in 1906 by 

Mrs Sarah Ann Gibbs the wife of pioneer settler William Gibbs.  A plaque was erected on the tree in 

1947 and it read: 

“This tree was planted in 1906 by Mrs. Sarah Ann Gibbs, wife of pioneer 

settler William Gibbs. Born near Brunswick in 1854.  Mrs. Gibbs lived at 

Boolading Farm for over 70 years and died on 30
th

 July 1946 at the age of 92 

years. Erected in memory of a pioneer country woman by the Darkan Branch, 

CWA.” 

The Pine tree was deemed unsafe by the Shire Council and was felled in 1990 and a 1m stump left in 

the ground.  The stump was later removed.  Members of the community considered the tree so 

important that it was replaced with a young pine tree that was transplanted from the Boolading Siding 

in 2001.   

A second plaque was attached to the stump of the felled tree and it read: 

“This plaque marks the site of the Sarah Ann Gibbs tree removed 1990. 

Another pioneer tree and several native trees have been planted nearby to 

replace this tree.” 

These plaques are both currently stored in the Shire strong room.   

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Sarah Ann Gibbs Tree is an important representation of the pioneering women of the district.  The 

following excerpt was taken from the Collie Mail circa 1947: 

“On a pine tree at the entrance of the Darkan Railway Station a 

memorial tablet to the late Mrs. Sarah Ann Gibbs was recently unveiled. 

Mrs. Gibbs who died l8 months ago lived in the Darkan district for over 

70 years. 

The unveiling ceremony was organised by the Darkan CWA and the 

branch president Mrs. J.H.Spencer presided. Branch members, together 

with many relatives and friends of the late Mrs. Gibbs were present. 

The memorial tablet was unveiled by the West Arthur Road Board 

chairman Mr. Don Johnston.” 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Council Minutes – 21 June 1990 pg 330 

Council minutes – 2001 
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SITE NUMBER: AR1  
Name:  “Old Tillelan” (Piesse’s) Shearing Shed 

Address/Location:  Cnr Wagin Rd/ Albany Highway, Arthur River 

Owner:  GW Robinson 

Heritage Council Listing Number: 8804  

Other Listings: State Heritage Register (part of the Arthur Wool Shed Group).  

See Appendix 3. 

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied:  No 

Public Access:  Restricted 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description:  Shearing Shed 

Construction Date/Builder:  1912 

Construction Materials:  Timber frame, weatherboard clad (1105), iron roof (606) 

Modifications:  Currently being restored 

Extent of original fabric:  Most – new zinc alum roof, some weatherboard has been 

removed and reused on the walls where possible. 

General Condition:  Good 

     

Past Use: Shearing shed (1504) 

Current Use: Unused (17) 

     

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme: Grazing, pastoralism and dairying (301), early settlers (603) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 1 - A place of exceptional cultural heritage 

significance to Shire of West Arthur and the State of Western 

Australia, that is either in the Heritage Council of Western 

Australia’s Register of Heritage Places, or worthy of 

consideration for entry into the Register.   

OTHER A conservation plan has been completed for this site.  

Restoration is being undertaken privately. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING

Large weatherboard shed, with corrugated iron roof and timber floor; 34 bush timber posts for roof 

supports, roof-centre gable-skillions off it on three sides. 

Wooden wool press bolted to floor - roof has extra piece elevated above the press, to house the ram 

shaft for the press. Very large wide loose box type doors at South end of shed with a drop beneath - 

possibly where bales were loaded. Some original wooden pen divisions and gates.  Old wooden wool 

table.  Some small (four pane) original windows - colonial type - 20 small panes.  Eight stands 

(outlets). Grating in very good condition. 

It was described in 1913 -  
The shearing shed commands the best position in the district, and is one of the most prominent 

landmarks of the pastoral industry on the Perth to Albany route. It is furnished with eight Wolseley shearing 

machines, recently installed, the driving power for which is provided by a 6.5-h.p. Tangye oil engine, and the 

general outfit and appointments are equal to any shearing shed in Western Australia.  It may be mentioned in this 

connection that beside shearing its own flock the firm of Messrs.  Piesse Brothers undertakes this work on contract 

terms for many of the larger sheep owners in the district. (1) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The building is an important part of the Arthur River settlement that was linked to Perth and Albany. 

The building is a good example of the building style from the period. It is an important part of the 

district’s building stock and makes a positive contribution to the streetscape. 

Its association with the Piesse family who were prominent in the affairs of the Great Southern and the

State in the period 1880 -1930, gives further significance. 

It was built just south of the Arthur homestead by Charles Piesse and prior to World War I was run by 

his sons.  In 1913 it was reported -  

  

Piesse Brothers anticipate a great extension in the stock carrying power of the estate 

as clearing operations progress.  Of the 20 000 acres fully three quarters are well 

adapted to agriculture.  About 1500 are devoted annually to this purpose and a large 

amount of oats are cropped, the district being particularly favourable to the 

production of this cereal.  The entire area is ring-barked and over 6000 acres, 

chiefly on the home property, [The Arthur] are completely cleared, thus giving scope 

for cultivation on a fairly large scale on the fallow system. 

Pride of place is given by Messrs. Piesse Brothers to pastoral operations, sheep-

raising being the chief branch of this department of their enterprise. About 12000 

sheep are put to shears annually, and with a lambing average which is estimated at 

not less than 85 percent. 

The merino breed predominates in a marked degree and stud sheep are being 

imported from the Eastern States, by means of which introduction of superior blood 

manifest improvement in the flock has taken place. 

In 1910 1000 stud ewes were obtained from the famous “Booboorowie” flock of 

South Australia, and pedigreed rams from the same source have been introduced 

from time to time, while the renowned “Boonoke” strain has also been levied upon 

from New South Wales. There is little doubt that in the near future the “Arthur” 

sheep will be able to hold their own among any other flocks in Western Australia. 

The wool is despatched to London, and for some time past has commanded top 

prices for the State, the 1912 clip bringing 1s.2d. per lb. for over 100 bales, while the 

lambs’ wool brought over 1s. per lb.   

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Photographs List       West of the Arthur, p 267

         B 14-21  

Bibliography/References       (1) Cyclopaedia of Western Australia (1913) pp 727-730 
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SITE NUMBER:  AR2  

Name:  “Old Tillelan” (Piesse’s) Shearing Quarters 

Address/Location:  Corner Wagin Road/ Albany Highway, Arthur River 

Owner:  GW Robinson 

Heritage Council Listing Number: 8804 

Other Listings: State Heritage Register (part of the Arthur Wool Shed Group).  

See Appendix 3. 

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied:  No 

  

Public Access:  Restricted 

BUILDING DETAILS
Description:  Living Quarters 

Construction Date/Builder:  c 1912 

Construction Materials:  Stone and mortar (904), brick corners and frames, iron roof (606) 

Modifications:  Few 

Extent of original fabric:  All 

General Condition:  Poor – crack repaired in wall.  The building is generally sound.  

Doors, windows and internal part of building needs work. 

Past Use: Shearer’s quarters (1503) 

Current Use: Unused (17) 

     

HISTORIC THEME 
Theme: Grazing, pastoralism and dairying (301), early settlers (603) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 1 - A place of exceptional cultural heritage 

significance to Shire of West Arthur and the State of Western 

Australia, that is either in the Heritage Council of Western 

Australia’s Register of Heritage Places, or worthy of 

consideration for entry into the Register.   

OTHER A conservation plan has been completed for this site.  

Restoration is being undertaken privately. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING
Situated about 150 metres east of the Shearing Shed and constructed at about the same time. It is a 

stone and mortar dwelling, with brick corners and around the door and window frames. 

Corrugated iron roof, weather board enclosure on back verandah, timber floors and interior walls 

plastered. Windows are now louvres and there is no ceiling at present. 

Very large main living room, only one door to it, from outside- unusually large door. A large crack has 

developed in the interior wall, seperating the living room from the rest of the quarters. wooden battens 

at head height, with coat hooks, are on all 4 walls of the living room. 

In a 1913 publication the precinet was decribed- 
In addtion to the shearing shed there are other outbuildings, including excellent shearers’ quarters, which 

are new and in every respect up to date, being built in accordance with the latest designsin vogue for such 

structures. Stabling is proveded for 18 horses, the chaff-shed has accomodation for the storage of from 30 to 40 

tons of chaff, and good machinery shed shelters various costly machines in use on the property.   

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The building is an important part of ‘The Arthur’ station precinct that dominated the Arhur River 

settlement between 1880 and 1920. The building is a good example of the building style of the period 

and is an important part of the district’s building stock. 

At the height of the Piesse’s ‘empire’ they ran some 12000 sheep on the 20000 acres which comprised 

of four major land portions- Mount Pleasant, The Arthur, Marbling and Riverlea. 

Vernon and Charles (the second and third sons of C.A. Piessse) who had run ‘The Arthur’ Station as 

Piesse Brothers who both killed during World War I. Their brother, Austin began to sell the estate- 

Marbling (W Byron), Riverslea (Johnston family), The Arthur which included Mt Pleasant (W Nicholls 

and J Hatherly). During the 1930’s this latter partnership was dissolved with Nicholls taking over The

Arthur section. During the late 1940’s Nicholls sold to the War Service Land Settlement Scheme with 

the property being divided into three sections- Tabelup (J Leggoe) Arthur Downs (J Ladyman) and H. 

Wheeler. Tabelup contained the Arthur homestead whilst on Arthur Downs was located The Shearing 

Shed and Quarters. During the setting up of the WSLS, the shearing shed was used jointly by the new 

settlers until sheds were built on the individual farms. 

To the south of the quarters was a cricket ground with a concrete pitch. This was used extensively 

during Piesse’s ownership and Christmas Sports and an annual RSL match held in the 1950’s and early 

60’s. The first matches featured the home side ‘Blue Wood Cricket team’ against other teams which 

took the name of a strain of Merino eg Bungaree. An exerpt from the local newspaper reported that- 

‘Genial’ Tom Tranter, who had recently taken over the Mount Pleasant Hotel from 

A.J. Wallace, came to light after the annual Wagin versus Arthur Shearer’ cricket 

match, with the provision of “some stimulants”. Most of the Arthur team were 

shearers from the Piesse Brothers’ station.  

The Shearer’ Ball, following the cricket match, was attended by the Premier, Jack Scaddan, and his 

wife, which was indicative of the importance of the occasion. The Piesse Brothers had just completed 

the shearing of their sheep, which numbered in excess of 20000. With some ewes, with lambs at foot, 

averaging over 7lbs of wool per head, without bellies, their wool clip was important not only to the 

district, but also to the State’s economy.       

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Photographs List       B 10, 11  

Bibliography/References      (1) Cyclopaedia of Western Australia (1913) pp 727-730 

        Bird: West of the Arthur

        (2) Southern Argus  22/11/1913  
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SITE NUMBER:  AR3

Name:  Mount Pleasant Inn Kitchen 

Address/Location:  Location 36, Lot 2 Albany Highway, Arthur River Township 

Owner:  Shire of West Arthur 

Heritage Council Listing Number: 4269 (Arthur River Group) 

Other Listings: On the State Heritage Register list of sites to be assessed (part of 

the Arthur River  Group).   

 Classified by National Trust, 1983. 

 Nominated for inclusion on the Register of National Estate as 

part of the Arthur River Group, 1988 (Appendix 4) 

SITE DETAILS

Occupied:  No (lessee Mount Pleasant Inn Restoration Group) 

Public Access:  Restricted 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description:  Kitchen 

Construction Date/Builder:  c 1869/ John Cronin 

Construction Materials:  Brick (201) with iron roof (606), shingle roof (1103), stone (904) 

Modifications:  At some point, iron was placed over the shingle roof.  This has 

since been taken off and the roof reshingled. 

Extent of original fabric:  Most – roof shingles, windows and door have been replaced.  

The brickwork, supporting timbers and stone work is all original 

General Condition:  Good 

     

Past Use: Hotel, Tavern Inn (506), Restaurant (507)

Current Use: Unused (17) 

     

HISTORIC THEME 
Theme: Early settlers (603), Hospitality industry (311) 
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MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 1 - A place of exceptional cultural heritage 

significance to Shire of West Arthur and the State of Western 

Australia, that is either in the Heritage Council of Western 

Australia’s Register of Heritage Places, or worthy of 

consideration for entry into the Register.   

OTHER  A conservation plan is currently being prepared for kitchen, post 

office and hall.  Restoration is being completed by Arthur River 

Restoration Society.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING
The kitchen was located to the rear of the inn about 30 metres west of the Albany Road. Brick work is 

of the Flemish bond pattern and the building comprises four rooms- the two major being the kitchen 

section with a very large fireplace on the north end and pantry/eating area. On the south corners are two 

rooms which have stone walls- used as bedrooms. The wooden flooring was retrieved from the old inn 

building. 

The Mt. Pleasant Inn was demolished by the Trimming family in the 1930’s and the stones used for the 

building of the new residence nearby. Apparently Mrs. Trimming thought the Inn was “too big and 

draughty” to live in. The Arthur River Restoration  Society, formed in July 1980, was granted the land

containing the hotel precinct by Red Hills Darkan Pty Ltd, Arthur River, and after the area was 

surveyed, work on the restoration commenced. Many people gave their assistance and the west and 

north brickwalls of the kitchen were rebuilt by Herman Does of Dumbleyung. Eventually, the Heritage 

Commission grants were forthcoming and in 1988 a new sheoak shingle roof was erected by Tom Birt 

of Busselton. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Site of one of the earliest settlements on the Albany Road and the kitchen is one of the oldest surviving 

buildings along the line of the road. The builing style is a good example of the building style from the 

period it is an important part of the district’s building stock and makes a positive contribution to the 

streetscape. 

The site was taken up around 1865 by James Spratt although the Location (36) was not surveyed until 

1867. The inn was built in 1869. James Spratt arrived in the colony in 1854 from County Cork, Ireland.

His sister Mary Ann was appointed postmistress at the 125 mile, as the locality was then known 

(16/1/1866).The name Mt. Pleasant was that given by William Hogan to his property about 1 km north 

of the 125 mile. 

The inn became an important social centre and a resting place for travelers along this lonely section of 

the road. The Mail Coach used this as a staging post until the police took over the Mail Service in 1878. 

The inn was used for Road Board elections and meetings a number of inquests following deaths and 

other public uses as it was the only suitable building in the vicinity. Following the building of the Great 

Southern Railway in July 1889, the importance of the Albany Road settlement quickly diminished. 

James Spratt realising the new opportunities opened the Wagin Hotel as was reported- 

“Mr. James Spratt is erecting at the Wagin Station a substantial building which he 

intends to occupy about the first of the new year under the sign of the “Wagin Hotel”. 

The long experience Mr. Spratt has acquired is a guarantee that nothing will be 

wanting ...... Mt. Pleasant Inn will be under the management of Mr. Francis Spratt and 

Miss Spratt which is sufficient proof that they didn’t intend to let this old established 

inn lose its reputation which is second to none for convenience and attention to the 

traveling public 
(2).

The inn changed hands shortly before the end of the first decade of the 20th Century due to the 

increasing age of the Spratt family. In June 1907, it was recorded that 

 “the alterations to the Mount Pleasant Inn are a credit to the owners and to the 

contractors, Messrs Zimmer Brothers. It is expected that the alterations will be finished 
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in four or five weeks. There will be eight bedrooms, spacious dining and bar rooms, 

two parlours and a sitting room. Altogether, when finished, the building promises to be 

an ornament to the township.” 

The following January, the proprietor, C Simms, advertised the Mount Pleasant Hotel as-  

The Rendezvous of the Farmer (renovated and under new management). Visitors from 

Wagin and other parts can rely upon receiving civility and attention. Best brands of 

Spirits etc., stocked. Good table. Horse feed always available” 
(4)

. 

AJ (Jim) Wallace, who had a farm towards Tarwonga was the next licencee and then in 1913 Tom 

Tranter who had initially had a homestead block at ‘Marbling’. The licence was transferred to the 

McKenzie family in 1921, who remained here for a number of years. During this period the Inn was 

delicensed and Mrs. McKenzie ran it s a Boarding house. This and the surrounding land was later sold 

to Arthur Trimming.        

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Photographs List       A 1, 2, 3: CA 6, 9  West of the Arthur pp 32, 33  C Scanlan 1-3 (Shire 

arch)  

Bibliography/References      (1) Bird: West of the Arthur p 417  (2) The Inquirer  25/12/1889 

        (3) Southern Argus  22/11/1913     (4) Ibid  3/1/1908 
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SITE NUMBER: AR4 

Name: Arthur River Post Office 

Address/Location: Albany Highway, Arthur River 

Owner: Shire of West Arthur 

Heritage Council Listing Number: 4269 (Arthur River Group) 

Other Listings: On the State Heritage Register list of sites to be assessed (part of 

the Arthur River  Group).   

 Classified by National Trust, 1983. 

 Nominated for inclusion on the Register of National Estate as part 

of the Arthur River Group, 1988 (Appendix 4). 

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied: No 

Public Access: Restricted 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description: Post Office 

Construction Date/Builder: c 1880’s 

Construction Materials: Brick (201) and iron (606) 

Modifications: Few – front verandah repaired 

Extent of original fabric: All 

General Condition: Good 

     

Past Use: Post Office (0780) 

Current Use: Unused (17) 

     

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme: Mail services (206) 
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MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 1 - A place of exceptional cultural heritage significance 

to Shire of West Arthur and the State of Western Australia, that is 

either in the Heritage Council of Western Australia’s Register of 

Heritage Places, or worthy of consideration for entry into the 

Register.   

OTHER A conservation plan is currently being prepared for kitchen, post 

office and hall.  Restoration is being completed by Arthur River 

Restoration Society.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING

It is located about 15 metres from the north end of the site of the old Mt. Pleasant Inn at the Arthur

River townsite. It is a similar distance (15 metres) west of the Albany Highway. 

The building is one room, brick with a brick chimney and iron roof. A verandah with a wooden floor 

protects the eastern (road entrance) and window. It is obvious that the chimney on the NW corner was 

constructed first, it is of Flemish bond pattern. The foundations are of stone on the north and west sides 

and Flemish bond brick on the south. There is evidence of a larger building initially- an adjoining 

room/building on south side as the west (back) foundations appear roughly cut at the SW corner of the 

building. The later brick work is mainly of English bond pattern although there appeared to be some 

attempt to use Flemish bond to match the adjoining chimney. This possibly replaced a wooden 

structure said to have been accidentally burned to the ground by the McKenzie boys in the 1920’s. 

The interior has wooden flooring- wide jarrah tongue and groove. Ceilings are asbestos lined and walls

plastered. The door has the letter box hole (fittings have been removed)- formerly a bin was attached to 

the back of the door as the post office box. The present counter is part of the original which ran wall to 

wall dividing the 16 feet x 12 feet building in two. Marks on the north wall are still evident where the 

telephone exchange was bolted and a telephone box was located at the north end of the verandah- a 

sign ‘Post Office’ was located to the right of the entrance door. Some restoration work was carried out 

in the late 1980’s with reguttering and also power connection. It is said that in 1904 the building on this 

site was a Bootmakers Shop
 (1)

. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Post Office has played a significant role in communications and the development of the district and 

in giving the district a sense of place and identity. The building is a fine example of buildings of that 

period and makes a substantial contribution to the district’s stock of early buildings. 

On 16 January 1866, Miss Mary Ann Spratt (born 1837) was appointed postmistress at the 125 mile, 

Arthur River. She held the position for many years, although it was not gazetted as a post office until 

1882. Her brother James had the land opposite the Querending Spring, 125 mile, surveyed in 1867 

which became Location 36. Here the Mount Pleasant Inn was built in 1869. It is said that the Post 

Office was originally located in a room at the north of the inn. The Post Office was connected by 

telegraph in the early 1880’s and by telephone shortly after the turn of the century. However it was not 

until 1913 that a subscriber service was available with the connection of the Wagin to Arthur line 
(2)

. 

In 1905, the Arthur River Post Office was downgraded to the status of a ‘non-official’ Post Office, with 

a reduction in salary for the Post Mistress from one hundred pound to thirty pounds per annum. This 

reclassification had occurred despite a reported “90% increase in population within the last few years” 
(3)

. In May the following year it was reported-  

Miss Matilda Brown, the postmistress at Arthur River received a notice of her 

promotion to Wandering and her replacement was her sister, Charlotte Brown, also of 

Arthur River. No doubt Matilda Brown, the “obliging young postmistress” relished the 

opportunity to take this promotion as it would save her the three mile walk to and fro’ 

each day.
 (4)
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Winnie Madden, daughter of, Anthony Madden was another postmistress and when the inn was 

delicensed and sold to the McKenzie family they ran the first Post Office. Later Blanche Thornton and 

then another set of sisters, Clara and Maggie Harvey filled the role during the 1930’s. (3) During the

Second World War, the duties were transferred to the store across the highway- run in turn by 

Donaldson, Hebb, Fry, Furze, Kirkham and Sharp families into the 1970’s, when the manual telephone 

system became automatic. 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Photographs List       A 0 : CA 5, 7, 8  West of the Arthur p 418  

Bibliography/References      (1) Recollections of Don Mercer (2) Bird: West of the Arthur p 417 

        (3) Southern Argus  7/10/1905     (4) Ibid  8/5/1906 

           (5) Ibid  1/2/1935 
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SITE NUMBER:  AR5  

Name:  Arthur River Hall 

Address/Location:  Albany Highway, Arthur River 

Owner:  Shire of West Arthur 

Heritage Council Listing Number: 4269 (Arthur River Group) 

Other Listings: On the State Heritage Register list of sites to be assessed (part of 

the Arthur River  Group).   

 Classified by National Trust, 1983. 

 Nominated for inclusion on the Register of National Estate as 

part of the Arthur River Group, 1988 (Appendix 4). 

SITE DETAILS 
Occupied:  Yes- Periodically 

Public Access:  Restricted 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description:  Hall 

Construction Date/Builder:  c 1890 

Construction Materials:  Stone (904) with iron roof (606), wooden floor (1102) 

Modifications:  Some (front extensions). 

  

Extent of original fabric:  All 

General Condition:  Good 

     

Past Use: Community Hall (208) 

Current Use: Community Hall (208) 

     

HISTORIC THEME 
Theme: Community services and utilities (404), Sport recreation and 

entertainment (405)

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 1 - A place of exceptional cultural heritage 

significance to Shire of West Arthur and the State of Western 

Australia, that is either in the Heritage Council of Western 

Australia’s Register of Heritage Places, or worthy of 

consideration for entry into the Register.   

OTHER  A conservation plan is currently being prepared for kitchen, post 

office and hall.  
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING

Located over the highway (east side) from the original post office in the Arthur River township. 

The original building measuring 35’ x 20’ was added to during the late 1930’s when the front ‘T’ 

section was constructed using stone from the demolished Inn in 1935/36. Sammy Cresswell builder of 

Wagin, however used poor quality mortar. Stays added in recent years. Crimped iron ceilings. Door in 

place of window to join new hall. Wooden jarrah floor wide boards in original section. 

Construction date is unknown but in 1906 it was reported that- 

 “an effort is being made to do something in regard to the hall here, and is about 

time, as anyone who has seen the hall will admit. A provisional committee has 

been appointed, and its hoped that it will be possible to instil enough enthusiasm 

into the residents generally to have a good strong permanent committee duly 

nominated and elected” 
(1)

.  

However, despite the concern of some residents, little was happening and nearly two years later, 

Anthony Madden suggested the formation of a Progress Committee and reiterated the concern at the 

“lack of maintenance of this little used hall”
 (2)

. 

Concern about the management and size of the Arthur River Agricultural Hall was expressed a number 

of times during the period 1923-1929 
(3)

. The rejuvenation of social activities following the Second 

World War led to the formation of a Social Club at Arthur River in 1946 with the aim of raising funds 

to rebuild or enlarge the hall 
(4)

. This ultimately led to the construction of a new building alongside the 

existing hall. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The building is of significance as one of the early venues in the district for social and civic occasions. 

The building is a fine example of a local hall from the period. It is an important component of the stock 

of original buildings in the West Arthur Shire. 

An important early use for the building was as a school- in 1906 a half time school began operating at

the Arthur in conjunction with Tarwonga and it was not until 1913 a separate school was built
 (5)

.  

It has served as a meeting venue over the years for the local branches of the Arthur River Farmers Club 

Association (pre WW I) the Country Women’s Association, Farmers Union (post WW II), Junior 

Farmers, Arthur River Fire Brigade etc. It also was the venue for the Methodist (later Uniting) Church

services and Sunday School and for the annual Christmas Tree for the children. 

When the new hall was built adjoining it during the mid 1950’s to cater for large balls, the old hall 

became the kitchen and supper room for the occasions. 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Photographs List       A 4, 5: CA 10  

Bibliography/References      (1) Southern Argus 27/10/1906 

        (2) Ibid  29/5/1908 

        (3) Bird; West of the Arthur pp 323-324 

        (4) Ibid  p 377 

           (5) Ibid  27/10/1906,  18/1/1913 
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SITE NUMBER:  AR6  

Name:  St Paul’s Church 

Address/Location:  Albany Highway, Arthur River 

  

Owner:  Anglican Church of Australia (Bunbury Diocese) 

Heritage Council Listing Number: 2698 

Other Listings: On the State Heritage Register list of sites to be assessed.   

 Nominated in 1998 for classification by National Trust but has 

not yet been assessed (nomination includes surrounding 

graveyard). 

  

SITE DETAILS 
Occupied:  Yes- periodically 

Public Access:  Open 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description:  Church 

Construction Date/Builder:  1882/83  Smith and Horley 

Construction Materials:  Stone walls (904), wooden frame (1199), asbetstos roof (199) 

over original shingles (1103) 

Modifications:  Some.  The roof and guttering were replaced in 2007 with 

galbond. 

Extent of original fabric:  All 

General Condition:  Good 

Past Use: Church (1103) 

Current Use: Church (1103) 

HISTORIC THEME 
Theme: Religion (406) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 1 - A place of exceptional cultural heritage 

significance to Shire of West Arthur and the State of Western 

Australia, that is either in the Heritage Council of Western 

Australia’s Register of Heritage Places, or worthy of 

consideration for entry into the Register.   

OTHER  A conservation plan was prepared for the church and graveyard 

in 2001.  Funding was received in May 2007 from Lottery west 

to replace the roof.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING
The church has a covered entrance porch and the front gable has a circular vent highlighted with a 

stucco surround. 

Stone walls, some of the mortar replaced or covered, with cement. Brick corners and window 

surrounds. Original roof was shingles- these can be seen inside. Asbestos (corrugated) roof has been 

overlaid on top of corrugated iron roof. Original windows were colonial (since replaced). Porch steps,

wooden door, plastered interior walls. Three iron braces for side walls, at eaves level. Floor boards 

made in sawpits near Dardadine, and marks of the saw can be seen on them. Original pews. Six vents 

high up on the walls. The door is not original. 

Pine trees planted July 1926. Two Sandalwood trees in cemetery. Gateposts cut with axe- may be 

original. 

Repairs/renovations were carried out on the church in 1927/28 
(1)

 and on several occasions since. 

Unfortunately not all of a professional standard in keeping with a building of significance. 

The builders A.G. Horley and F.E. Smith constructed three churches in the Church of England circuit- 

Williams, Arthur River and Kojonup, during the early 1880’s. They also built the ‘Tabelup’ homestead 

for Charles Piesse, completing it in 1882.
 (2)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The church played a significant role in the community activities and the development of the district. 

The building is a fine example of ecclesiastical architecture attractively using varying colours of stone 

and makes a substantial contribution to the town’s stock of early buildings. 

The church construction commenced in 1882 and was finally completed in 1885 as was recorded in 

February 1884-  

Our church is completed at last. Service was held in it for the first time on 

Thursday, 17th, by the Bishop of Perth. The building was not consecrated, owing 

to some delay, connected with the survey of the land upon which is built. This land, 

together with the sum of fifty pounds was given by Mr. J. Taylor of Yangedine. The 

liberality of that gentleman, in thus stepping forward with such substantial help is 

worthy of the best thanks. 

The building  will prove an immense boon to those who wish to avail themselves of 

religious services, and will tend to lighten the labour of our indefatigable minister 

Mr. Withers. This is the second church completed out of four which the rev. 

gentleman contemplates having built in his circuit. It was decided at a meeting 

held after service that the church should be named the Mount Pleasant Church, 

taking it’s name from the hill upon which it stands.  

The building of the Great Southern Railway (opened July 1889) led to the sharp decline of centres on 

the Albany Road. This is emphasized by a report at the time which also highlighted the wonderful work 

of the pioneer clergy. 

It is now such a long while since a clergyman of the Church of England was amongst 

us, that the doors of the building are quite blocked up with rubbish. The only Priest one 

meets now in this forgotten place is Father Chimelecke who is constantly on the move 

looking after his scattered flock. It is really wonderful the distance this good old 

gentleman travels in the course of twelve months. 
(4)

Shortly afterwards the Rev. Marshall was stationed at ‘Mount Pleasant’ this being more central to the 

circuit which extended from Marradong and Wandering in the north to Kojonup and Ettacup in the 

south. Marshall’s stay was of short duration and after this a variety of arrangements were made. Since

the early 1900’s the church has been serviced from the Williams.    

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Photographs List       A7, 8: CA 10  

        West of the Arthur pp 57, 58

Bibliography/References      (1) Bird; West of the Arthur p 324     (2) Inquirer  14/7/1882 

        (3) Ibid  5/2/1884    (4) Ibid  13/12/1882 
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SITE NUMBER:  AR7  

Name:  Sandalwood Trees 

Address/Location:  St Paul’s Church Cemetery, Albany Highway, Arthur River 

Owner:  Vested in the Shire of the West Arthur 

Heritage Council Listing Number: 2698 

Other Listings: On the State Heritage Register list of sites to be assessed (the 

trees are included with St Pauls Church and the graveyard for 

assessment).   

 Nominated in 1998 for classification by National Trust but has 

not yet been assessed (nomination includes Church and 

surrounding graveyard). 

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied:  - 

Public Access:  Open 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description:  Trees 

Construction Date/Builder:  - 

Construction Materials:  -  

Modifications:  - 

Extent of original fabric:  - 

General Condition:  Very Poor 

      

Past Use: NA 

Current Use: NA 

     

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme: Timber industry (304) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 4 - A site without built features, but of some cultural

heritage significance to Shire of West Arthur. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING

Located south of the Church near the road boundary of the cemetery and churchyard. 

The mature tree (5 metres high) is located near a line of graves level with the church porch while the

smaller tree (35 years old) which is 3 metres in height is closer to the road verge. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The trees are important as some of the few remaining specimens of the Sandalwood trees which 

provided a significant source of income and employment in the area from the 1850’s to after the turn of 

the century. One of the earliest recorded mention of the sandalwood industry in the district came in the 

advertisement of William Hogan’s clearance sale at Mount Pleasant in June 1867 

 Lot 2- about 40 tons of Sandalwood. 

During the 1880’s the industry reached an all time high and reports from the 125 mile were regularly 

recorded about the trade  

The hurry and bustle of shearing and harvesting have passed away once more. 

Sandalwooding, with its fluctuating profitableness is again the order of the day. In 

this line Bunbury promises to do a good trade with our district, judging from the 

number of teams which come from that port and its suroundings, and settlers reap a 

great advantage in the regular supply of vegetables during the summer months, 

which by this means, is secured. 
(1)

 “The new year [1884] has not opened so brightly as could have been wished, owing principally to the 

continued depression of the sandalwood market. There is not the slightest  doubt  that  much  good  will  eventually  

result from the depression in that line, but at present the outlook of our small farmers, here, is not a very pleasant 

one. Their land certainly is as good as the general run of agricultural land in this colony, and their average  yield  

peracre, this year, is second to none, but the question arises for those who have more corn than is required for their 

own use- ‘where is our market?’  Situated about midway between  Perth  and  Albany  it  is  an impossibility  to 

deliver corn at either of those places at a paying figure.”(2)

The exploitation of the stands of sandalwood is highlighted by the comment at the close of 1889.  

The rise in the price of sandalwood and roots has been a great boon to settlers, the 

only regret being that the article is becoming so scarce.
 (3)

The shortage of the timber was increased by the “Hordern Line”- the 1884 agreement between the 

Government and the land company building the Great Southern Railway to close for selection and 

timber harvesting all unselected land with 40 miles of the line of the proposed railway. There were 

some (eg Edward Cavanagh at the Beaufort) who held a license from the Land Company to cut 

Sandalwood. 

The industry at it’s heyday employed many ticket of leave and ex-convicts. The wood was exported to 

China and other eastern countries where the wood, when burned in the temples, produced an aromic 

smell. 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Photographs List       A 6: CA 12  

Bibliography/References      (1) The Inquirer  27/1/1882 

        (2) Ibid  5/2/1884 

        (3) Ibid  13/12/1889 
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SITE NUMBER:  AR8  
Name:  Madden Homestead (1) 

Address/Location:  ‘Mareeba’ Albany Highway, East Arthur 

Owner:  Clyde McDougall & Co 

Heritage Council Listing Number: 8797 

Other Listings: None 

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied:  Yes- Peter and Helen McDougall 

Public Access:  Restricted 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description:  Dwelling 

Construction Date/Builder:  c 1922 

Construction Materials:  Stone (904) with iron roof (606) 

  

Modifications:  Some 

  

Extent of original fabric:  Most 

General Condition:  Good 

     

Past Use: Single storey residence (0101) 

Current Use: Single storey residence (0101) 

     

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme: Early settlers (603), Grazing, pastoralism and dairying (301) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 3 - A place of some cultural heritage significance to 

Shire of West Arthur.    
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING

Located 10kms south of the Arthur River township about 250 metres east of the Albany Highway. The 

old Wagin-Bowelling railway line is about 1km south of the homestead and it is about 2kms east of the 

East Arthur siding. 

The large stone dwelling has five bedrooms and the economic circumstances following its construction 

(the Great Depression) caused the building to be labelled “Madden’s Madness”. The pine trees lining 

the entrance driveway were planted by Madden. 

On the north side is another building, probably much older than the homestead. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The building is an excellent example of the construction and architectural styles of the period and is an 

important part of the district’s early building stock. The owner (Anthony Madden) was a prominent 

citizen of the district for many years. 

Madden was the dominent public figure in the West Arthur Road Board during his almost continuous 

membership of the Board from 1909 to 1926 serving as Chairman for 15 of those years. Under his 

leadership, the Board survived the critical years of 1912 (when he became Chairman and the Board was 

in dire straits 
(1)

 and 1925 (district jealousies/inequities). 
(2)

Madden had been born in Dublin, Ireland in 1864 and came to Victoria with his parents as a young 

child. Joining the National Bank he was transferred to Albany as the accountant and later was promoted

to Manager of the first branch of the bank at Northam. After a decade in this position, he accepted an

offer to be Resident Magistrate at Toodyay and then Roebourne. In 1903 he resigned and took up 

farming at ‘The Mount’ (formerly Taylor’s ‘Mount Pleasant’ property). Later he acquired some further 

3000 acres in the vicinity which included ‘Mareeba’ and built this new home in the early 1920’s. In 

addition to the Roads Board interests, Madden was also Chairman of the local branches of the Farmers 

and Settlers Association of WA and Liberal League respectively, as well as the Arthur River Race, 

Football and Cricket Clubs and was a Muster Mason. 
(3)

The property was taken over during the depression by the AMP Society who foreclosed on the owner 

and for a time it was managed by Jack Clugston and later George Lower. 
(4) 

It was bought by FS 

Dunkley in the early 1940’s and then sold to its present owners Clyde McDougall and Co. in 1958. 

The property was known as ‘The Mia’ until changed to ‘Mareeba’ by Dunkley.    

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Photographs List       A 9, 10: CA 13, 14  

        West of the Arthur p 265

Bibliography/References      (1) Bird; West of the Arthur pp 270-274 

        (2) Bird; West of the Arthur pp 309-311 

        (3) Bird; West of the Arthur pp 265-266 

        (4) Bird; West of the Arthur pp 377 
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S ITE NUMBER:  AR9  

Name:  Madden’s Cottage 

Address/Location:  Albany Highway, Arthur River 

Owner:  Clyde McDougall & Co 

Heritage Council Listing Number: 8798 

Other Listings: None  

SITE DETAILS 
Occupied:  Yes- Heather McDougall 

Public Access:  Restricted 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description:  Dwelling 

Construction Date/Builder:  original room c1923 with the main part of the building 

constructed in 1950 

Construction Materials:  Stone (904) with iron roof (606) 

Modifications:  Some 

Extent of original fabric:  Most 

General Condition:  Good 

     

Past Use: Single storey residence (0101) 

Current Use: Single storey residence (0101) 

     

HISTORIC THEME 
Theme: Early settlers (603), Grazing, pastoralism and dairying (301) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 3 - A place of some cultural heritage significance to 

Shire of West Arthur.    
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING

Located 10kms south of the Arthur River township and 250 metres east of the Albany Highway. It is 

built about 80 metres north of the main “Mareeba” homestead. 

The building was constructed and modified at various times. The north section is the original- stone 

with mud mortar and believed to be built prior to 1924 and perhaps the first building at the property 

and used as the base to build the main homestead.  The remainder of the cottage was built by Italian 

Prisoners of War in 1950
(1)

. 

Prior to the present owner’s arrival (1958) the south section had been constructed, but had no 

connecting door to the original part. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The building is an excellent example of differing construction styles over several periods and as part of 

the “Mareeba” precinct is an important part of the district’s building stock and social history. 

Over time the building has served various uses as home for work men, quarters for shearers, etc.  

The style is similar to another homestead at the present property ‘The Nook’ which at that time was 

also owned by Madden’s, being the residence of Anthony and Fanny’s son- Arthur. 

The property is an early selection (as indicated by the Location Numbers- Williams 810 and 811). Due 

to its proximity to the Albany Road and the presence of a freshwater spring just to the SW of the main

homestead. Another factor which increased its value was the routing of the Wagin-Collie Railway 

through the property and its close proximity of the East Arthur Siding. 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
  

References 1. Jeanette Dunkley Pers. Comm.
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S ITE NUMBER:  AR10  

Name:  Tabelup Homestead 

Address/Location:  Albany Highway, Arthur River 

Owner:  Richard Hatherly 

Heritage Council Listing Number: NA 

Other Listings: None  

SITE DETAILS 
Occupied:  Yes – Richard and Trudy Hatherly  

Public Access:  Restricted 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description:  Dwelling 

Construction Date/Builder:  1882, builders FE Smith and AG Horley 

Construction Materials:  Handmade Brick (203), Mud brick (401), Corrugated iron (606), 

Pressed Metal (609), roughcast (804), slab (1104) 

Modifications:  Renovated in 1910 to be a 10 room house 

Extent of original fabric:  Some 

General Condition:  Good 

Past Use:  Residential (01), commercial (05), farming pastoral (15) 

Current Use:  Single storey residence (0101), Shop retail store (0508), 

homestead (1501)  

     

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme:  Workers (106), settlements (107); grazing (301), commercial 

(308), early settlers (603), famous and infamous people (606) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 3 - A place of some cultural heritage significance to 

Shire of West Arthur.    
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING
Tabelup is a mud brick homestead built beside the Albany Highway.  It is part of a group of buildings 

that includes an old kitchen (now attached to the house via a sunroom), and an old store room with a 

fireplace that is thought to have been a living room for farm workers.  The house is still occupied and 

was probably the first house in Arthur River.  Some of the outside walls have been rendered. The two 

small rooms (kitchen and store room) are made from granite with mud mortar.  The house was 

probably originally roofed with shingle (this assumption is based on the steepness of the roof and line 

of the building). 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The house is significant as it is one of the first houses from the early days of the Perth to Albany road.  

The Piesse’s, the original owners of the homestead, were farmers and shopkeepers who had large 

acreage in the area.  When the Perth to Albany railway was construction they expanded their interests 

to Wagin and Katanning.  They originally owned a general store in Williams and when the homestead 

in Arthur River was built a branch of the shop was operated out of the house.   

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Bibliography/References         (1) Bird: West of the Arthur
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S ITE NUMBER:  AR11  

Name:  St Paul’s Graveyard 

Address/Location:  Portion of Location 21, Albany Highway, Arthur River 

Owner:  Anglican Diocese of Bunbury, Williams Parish 

Heritage Council Listing Number: 2698 

Other Listings: None  

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied:   Yes 

Public Access:  Open 

BUILDING DETAILS
Description:  Graveyard 

Construction Date/Builder:  1884 (earliest known grave) 

Construction Materials:  variable  

Modifications:  The cemetery has evolved over time 

Extent of original fabric:  Highly authentic 
(1)

General Condition:  Fair 

Past Use:  Monument/cemetery (12) 

Current Use:  Monument/cemetery (12) 

     

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme:  Land allocation and subdivision (104), religion (406), early 

settlers (603) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 1 - A place of exceptional cultural heritage 

significance to Shire of West Arthur and the State of Western 

Australia, that is either in the Heritage Council of Western 

Australia’s Register of Heritage Places, or worthy of 

consideration for entry into the Register.   

OTHER: Lee Lane in Wagin is currently writing a book on the history of 

St Pauls Church and graveyard.  A Conservation Plan was 

prepared for the Church Graveyard in 2001. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING
The graveyard is attached to St Pauls Church (which was constructed in 1882-1885) and is 

approximately one acre in size.  There are approximately 50 marked graves and around 6 unmarked 

graves within the graveyard.  The earliest recorded burial is Catherine Whilhelmine Hamersley in 1884 

although unmarked graves may be earlier.  

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The graveyard is important for its ability to provide a large amount of historical information from the 

headstones.  St Paul’s church and graveyard is one of a small number of rare and significant churches 

still in use.  They are rare as they have been in continued use since the 1880’s 
(1)

. 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Bibliography/References         (1) Ronald Bodycoat; Conservation Plan for St Pauls Church and 

Graveyard October 2001 
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SITE NUMBER:  AR12 

Name:  Woagin Homestead 

Address/Location:  17961 Albany Highway, Arthur River 

Owner:  Peter Manuel 

Heritage Council Listing Number: 2694 (note that the Heritage Council has this place incorrectly 

named as Wagin Homestead) 

Other Listings: Register of the National Estate (9927) – Registered Place 

(Appendix 5), Classified by the National Trust (1980) and is the 

outbuilding is covered by a 20 year Restrictive Covenant 

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied:   Yes 

Public Access:  Nil 

BUILDING DETAILS
Description:  Homestead and outbuildings 

Construction Date/Builder:  1863-1866 

Construction Materials:  Granite (902), shingle (1103), corrugated iron (606) 

Modifications:  Some extensions were added 1984/85 to the house.   

Extent of original fabric:  Mostly 

General Condition:  Good 

Past Use:  Goal (809), Police Station or Quarters (808), Coach House 

(0722) 

Current Use:  Homestead (1501) 

     

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme:  Law and order (403), Mail services (206) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 3 - A place of some cultural heritage significance to 

Shire of West Arthur.   
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING
Woagin Homestead is located on Albany Highway, south of Arthur River at the bottom of a gully near 

the Woagin watering hole.  It was originally known as 131 Mile.   

The homestead is a long stone building which is one room wide.  There are four rooms now with 

ceilings previously lined with weather boards under the shingle roof.  There are long front and side 

verandahs built with large flat granite slabs.  Some of the poles on the verandah have carvings from 

visitors over the years.   

The house has been added on to over the years and the additions have been kept separate from the 

original homestead but are joined by a glass walkway.   

The outbuilding was originally used as a blacksmiths shop and for shoeing horses.  There is a fireplace 

in one end and it is thought that it may have been used for living quarters at some stage.  Lloyd Hogan, 

a previous owner of the farm stoned up a large opening and it now has a small opening into the two 

roomed building.   

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The homestead was first built to house convicts to build the Albany- Perth Road.  It was then used as a 

Police Barraks (131 Mile). This site was chosen because of a good water supply from a water hole 

nearby.  The Barracks at 131 Mile appear not to be used for a period after 1873 
(1)

.  In 1878 the Police 

Department took over the mail coach and the barracks were revitalized.  Woagin (or 131 Mile) was 

used for a mail coach stop and changing of horses.   

Charles William Davey was the first farmer to live in the homestead. Lloyd Hogan then took on the 

farm.  The War Service Department were planning to knock down the old homestead but Hogan 

insisted that it was kept on site and added an asbestos lean to on the back with a tin wash house and 

store room.  The farm is now owned by the Manuel family. 

  

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Bibliography/References         1. Bird, J (1990): West of the Arthur West Arthur Shire Council.  pp 

40, 41 

Bird, J.  The Last Coach 

 Conole, P. (August 2002)  Protect and Serve
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SITE NUMBER: M1  

Name: Moodiarrup Hall 

Address/Location: Kojonup Locations 4102 and 4103, Moodiarrup Bridge, 

Dinninup Road, Moodiarrup 

Owner: Shire of West Arthur 

Heritage Council Listing Number: 2706 

Other Listings: None  

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied: No 

Public Access: Restricted – due to safety of building 

BUILDING DETAILS
Description: Hall 

Construction Date/Builder: 1925/ Ted Nordstom and TV Williams 

Construction Materials: Timber framed, weatherboard clad (1105), iron roof (606) 

Modifications: Few 

Extent of original fabric: All 

General Condition: Poor 

     

Past Use:  Community Hall (0208) 

Current Use:  Community Hall (0208) 

     

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme:  Community Services, and utilities (404), sport recreation and 

entertainment (405) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 2 - A place of considerable cultural heritage 

significance to Shire of West Arthur that is worthy of recognition 

and protection through provisions of the Shire of West Arthur’s 

Town Planning Scheme.   

OTHER A local community group was established in 2006 to preserve the 

Hall.  The group is currently in the process of preparing a 

conservation plan to determine the best course of action for the 

preservation of the Hall (3).    
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING 

Located within 50 metres of the banks of the Arthur River just SW of the Moodiarrup Bridge on the 

Arthur-Dinninup Road. The hall is a long building with a gable roof. Attached to the north east end is

the kitchen and a porch covers the western entrance.  Large Marri trees dominate the landscape on the 

south of the hall. 

Built on a flat terrain the surrounding area was used for sports meetings, tennis courts and bowling 

green, remnants of which are still visible today. 

The builders Charles (Ted) Nordstrom and T.V. Williams were prominent personalities in the West 

Arthur District - Williams, as a Moodiarrup farmer, and Nordstrom, as a builder, renovator and with his 

hobbies as a photographer and gardener. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The building is of significance as one of the early venues in the district for social and civic occasions. 

These included dances, Church services, picture shows, meetings and sports events. 

The building is a fine example of a local hall from the period. It is an important component of the stock 

of the original buildings in Moodiarrup. 

The hall became the social centre for the district and at the time of construction sports were held in

March and the horse racing was especially popular, and the meeting boasted the presence of three 

bookmakers. The horses would race around the hall, along the river, into the bush and finish back at the 

hall. Other sports included log chopping and swimming. Dancing would follow the sports and proceed 

until dawn and then the weary revelers would find their way home. (1) 

In recent years the Hall has been the staging centre for the Moodiarrup Marathon- a team event 

encompassing cycling, swimming, canoeing, horse riding and running.  It was also used for monthly 

Anglican Church services until recently.  The Hall is not currently being used due to the state of 

disrepair internally.   

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Photographs List  Merredith 1-4 (1996)

Bibliography/References         (1) Bird: West of the Arthur pp 255, 296 

 (2) Bird: West of the Arthur pp 255, 324 

 (3) Chia: Moodiarrup Hall: Considerations for the Future, prepared for 

the Shire Of West Arthur, 2006 
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SITE NUMBER:  M2 

Name:  Glenorchy School 

Address/Location:  Glenorchy Road, Moodiarrup (Location 8515) 

Owner:  Shire of West Arthur. 

Heritage Council Listing Number: 2704 (note it is also listed as 2705 but this appears to be a 

duplicate entry) 

Other Listings: Classified by the National Trust in 1992  

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied:  No 

Public Access:  Restricted (caretakers Nena Park, Janette Whittaker and Gale 

Cochrane) 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description:  School 

Construction Date/Builder:  1918 (Moodiarrup) shifted to Glenorchy 1936 

Construction Materials:  Timber framed (1105), iron roof (606) 

Modifications:  Extensions 1948/9 

  

Extent of original fabric:  Most 

General Condition:  Good 

     

Past Use:  Primary School (0303) 

Current Use:  Unused (17)  

     

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme: Education and science (402) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 2 - A place of considerable cultural heritage 

significance to Shire of West Arthur that is worthy of recognition 

and protection through provisions of the Shire of West Arthur’s 

Town Planning Scheme.   
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING

The school was first settled on location 3992, a five acre block of Crown land on the northern end of 

Tarwilli Road, 1.5 km from the Moodiarrup Bridge over the Arthur River.  The building was shifted in 

1936 to Roly Stewarts home on “Glenorchy” 

The building is timber framed, weather board clad with a gable roof (iron) and overhanging eaves.  

Adjoining to the west of the Glenorchy School is the Principal’s residence. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The building is closely associated with the provision of educational facilities in the Moodiarrup district.  

It was built initially on Location 3992 as a portable building and was later shifted to a more central

position. 

The building is a good example of the building style from the period. It is an important part of the 

district’s building stock and makes a positive contribution to the streetscape. 

The original Moodiarrup School opened in 1909 and the next three years was operated half the time in 

conjunction with Duranillin.  This school closed in 1912 due to low attendances and this building was 

removed to Ongerup 
(2)

.  In 1918 it became a fulltime school until 1935 when it was closed.  With the 

development of farming areas to the South and the arrival of new families it was necessary for a more 

central location for the school and temporary facilities were established at Glenorchy.   

In 1936 Treasury approval  was given for the removal of the School to its present site 2.8 ha of land 

donated by Hilton MacLean Campbell, part of his “Mokup Springs” property.  A contract was let to 

Messers Bud and Thomas to move the school for 136 pounds, the work was completed on 10 

December 1936 and school started in February 1937 with 16 pupils.  While the school was being 

relocated, lessons were conducted at Stewart’s ‘Glenorchy’ homestead. In 1948-49 the Dinninup school 

building was moved to Glenorchy and Glenorchy became a two teacher school.   

The old building was then used as a junior room.  Between 1951 and 1953 another classroom and 

office were added to the building.  The old building was then converted to a museum in 1958 and 

finally into a library in 1970.  During 1987 the library underwent major improvements.   

The largest attendance was in 1954 with 69 students.  In 1996 the school closed due to the Education 

Department’s rationalisation policy. 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Photographs List       West of the Arthur, p. 324.

         Merredith 10-13 (1996)  

Bibliography/References      (1) Bird: West of the Arthur p 379 

  (2) Moodiarrup to Glenorchy – 1918 – 1988 Recipes and Recollections.  
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SITE NUMBER:  M3  

Name:  ‘Darlingup Homestead 

Address/Location:  ‘Darlingup’, Moodiarrup 

Owner:  M and T Meredith 

Heritage Council Listing Number: 8810 

Other Listings: None 

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied:  No 

Public Access:  Restricted 

BUILDING DETAILS
Description:  Dwelling 

Construction Date/Builder:  1892 Harry Miller 

Construction Materials:  Stone (904), bush timber (1199), mud brick walls(203), iron roof 

(606) 

Modifications:  Iron replaced shingles on roof 

Extent of original fabric:  Most 

General Condition:  Very Poor 

     

Past Use:  Single Storey Residence (0101) 

Current Use:  Unused (17) 

     

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme:  Grazing, pastoralism and dairying (301) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 3 - A place of some cultural heritage significance to 

Shire of West Arthur.    
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING

Situated west of Moodiarrup located near the Darlingup Creek and Spring- the latter being a regular 

camping site for sandalwood gatherers and carters, and hunters. 

One end of the cottage has the original split timber walls with the remainder mud brick. The original 

shingle roof being replaced by galvanised iron. A feature is the large stone and pug chimney 

constructed using white clay excavated from near the building. A large olive tree shelters the building 

and a few remnant fruit trees remain. Nearby is a blacksmith shop made of split timber, a stone for the 

anvil and bellows intact. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

One of the original buildings in the district, its construction type being unique and its age make it a 

notable contribution to the buildings in the district. 

The property was selected by Henry (Harry) Miller (Millar) around 1895. Harry was a half brother to 

Charlie and John Marsh early settlers at “Capercup”. As a very small child Harry came to the colony 

with his mother Elizabeth and her new husband William Marsh in 1854. On arrival the family settled at 

‘Olive Hill’, Brunswick near their relatives, the Fisher family.  

Miller spent his early years shepherding, and although he had married in his twenties, was alone for all 

his years at ‘Darlingup’. In later years Henry Miller and Johnny Marsh would often get around together

and when seen driving past in the sulky with their flowing white beards, people would say “here come 

the two Father Christmases!” 

Miller died in December 1935 at the age of 84 and was buried in the Darkan cemetery. The cottage was 

used as family home during the years 1945-1950. In recent years the property was purchased by the 

Jefferies family from a Perth based electrical contracting firm Everett Smith and Co. 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Photographs List       West of the Arthur p 119

Bibliography/References      Bird: West of the Arthur p 120     
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No Picture Available 

SITE NUMBER:  M4  

Name:  Traverse point and Ford  

Address/Location:  ‘Capercup’ Moodiarrup 

Owner:  Stephen Abbott 

Heritage Council Listing Number: 8811 

Other Listings: None 

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied:  No 

Public Access:  Restricted 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description:  Survey point and river crossing (site only)  

  

Construction Date/Builder:  - 

Construction Materials:  - 

Modifications:  - 

Extent of original fabric:  - 

General Condition:  - 

Past Use:  River crossing (road other – 0739) 

Current Use:  Unused (17) 

     

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme:  Road Transport (203) 

    

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme:  Settlement/Transport and Communication 

Subtheme:  Land surveying/River crossing 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 4 - A site without built features, but of some cultural

heritage significance to Shire of West Arthur.    



Municipal Heritage Inventory  Revision 1 

 Reviewed by Kerryn Chia  September 2008

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Page 95 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING

Located on Wellington Location 2859 at Cusack’s ‘Capercup’ property which spans the Arthur River. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Notable as the original starting point for the surveying of the first Location in the area and the ford was 

a river crossing in the times before bridges allowing travellers, teams, shepherds and traders to safely 

cross the river. 

The Traverse (No 103) on the Arthur River was used to locate the position of the “Capercup” Well 

(From this point it went 10 chains North 43.72 chains West, 6 chains NNW and 2.30 chains W) to 

survey the 100 acres surrounding it to become Williams Location 221. 

It is said that the name ‘Capercup’ is aboriginal for fresh water from the words Kypbi or Gabbi. (1) 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Photographs List  

Bibliography/References  
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SITE NUMBER:  M5  

Name:  Marsh’s Chimneys 

Address/Location:  ‘Capercup’, Dinninup Rd, Moodiarrup Location 221 

Owner:  Stephen Abbott  

Heritage Council Listing Number: 8812 

Other Listings: None 

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied:  No 

Public Access:  Restricted 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description:  Remnants of Dwelling and Shed 

Construction Date/Builder:  c 1880 

Construction Materials:  Stone (904) – The buildings were original a wood shingle roof or 

thatched roofs. 

  

Modifications:  

Extent of original fabric:  Little 

General Condition:  Poor – still standing and are fenced from cattle 

     

Past Use:  Single storey residence (0101) 

Current Use:  Unused (17) 

     

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme:  Grazing, Pastoralism and dairying (301) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 3 - A place of some cultural heritage significance to 

Shire of West Arthur.    
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING

Located south of Moodiarrup adjacent to the west side of the Arthur-Dinninup Road. The stone and 

mud chimneys were constructed in the early 1880’s- one as part of the Capercup Homestead and the 

other possibly part of a blacksmith shed. They are situated near the Capercup Well from which the 

property derived its name. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Notable as the site of one of the first dwellings in the West Arthur Shire and for its association with the 

pioneering Marsh family. 

William Marsh arrived in the colony with his new bride, Elizabeth (nee Miller), in March 1854, having 

been married in England just five months previously. Marsh’s first wife, Lydia, had died in 1850 after

four years of marriage, leaving motherless her infant son, Henry (born September 1850). On arrival at 

the colony, William and Elizabeth settled at ‘Olive Hill’, Brunswick, near their relatives, the Fisher

family. The couple had four children, who were destined to play a major role in the pioneering of the 

Colony in the latter half of the 19th century. 

Charles Marsh, son of William, re-selected land at the Capercup Well in the 1870’s. However, it was 

not until about 1882 that he settled permanently here. Owing to the abundant supply of fresh water at 

“Capercup”, the sandalwood cutters and hunters used this as a base. Marsh made many trips to 

Bunbury, carting sandalwwod with his dray and two or three horses. He would return with provisions, 

of which flour, tea, sugar, salt and tobacco were the chief needs (31). Charlie Marsh married Harriet 

Gibbs, of Darkan, on 17 August 1884, at the Mount Pleasant Church. This was the first marriage 

ceremony in the new church and was performed by the Rev. Joseph Withers, stationed at Williams. 

Two more of Charlie’s family (his brother John and Henry Miller) were later to come to the 

Moodiarrup district. However, in the interim, it was his other brother, George, who was to make a 

discovery of great significance to the economic future of the Colony. Around 1883, George, while 

shepherding for Arthur Perren on the Collie River, discovered coal in the river bed. 

The Marsh’s used to winter the sheep at ‘Capercup’...In the summer they drove the sheep to William 

Marsh’s farm at the head of the Brunswick River. 

The illness, and subsequent death, in 1899, of Harriet Marsh resulted in the two young girls, Bella and 

Rachel, being brought up by their aunts, Sophia Fisher and Sarah-Ann Gibbs respectively. Elizabeth 

Marsh went to live with her aunt, Charlotte Sounness at Mt.Barker for a short time, before returning to 

live with her father and brothers. Following the death of Harriet, her husband, Charlie Marsh, lost his 

zest for life and became somewhat of a wanderer, spending some time at ‘Balgarup’ with Tommy 

Gibbs. He had built four rooms at ‘Capercup’ but in 1900 he left the farm to his son, Bill, who later 

sold it to Jack Chapman. 
(1)

In 1942 the Cusack family purchased ‘Capercup’ and has remained in this family until it was purchased 

by Stephen Abbott in 2002. 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Photographs List       West of the Arthur p 79

Bibliography/References      (1) Bird: West of the Arthur p 78-81, 130-134    
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SITE NUMBER:  M6 

Name:  Towerrinning Homestead 

Address/Location:  3110 Darkan South Road Moodiarrup 

Owner:  Gary Abbott 

Heritage Council Listing Number: None   

Other Listings: None 

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied:  Yes 

Public Access:  Restricted 

BUILDING DETAILS
Description:  Dwelling  

Construction Date/Builder:  circa 1900, Ricardo Gianatti 

Construction Materials:  Iron Stone (904) 

Modifications:  1970/80’s kitchen, laundry and bathroom were added to the 

southern side of the house 

Extent of original fabric:  The walls, window and floorboards are all original.  The roof has 

been replaced 

General Condition:  Good  

Past Use:  Homestead (1501) 

Current Use:  Homestead (1501) 

     

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme:  Grazing, pastoralism, and dairying (301), early settlers (603) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 3 - A place of some cultural heritage significance to    

Shire of West Arthur.    



Municipal Heritage Inventory  Revision 1 

 Reviewed by Kerryn Chia  September 2008

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Page 99 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING

The homestead is set on farmland which over looks the banks of Lake Towerrinning.  The land was 

originally leased by George Shenton.  

Behind the house stand six remaining pine trees which are believed to be as old as the house itself and 

beyond the pine trees stands an old wooden/iron dairy approximately 80 years old.   

The house was built by Ricardo Gianatti around 1900 (Gianatti built many houses around the area at 

the time).  It is a rambling farmhouse built of tuck pointed ironstone with brick coyning above the 

window and door openings.  The original wrought iron roof remains with addition of brown 

decramastic tiles on top.  The house consists of three large bedrooms a generous sized original kitchen 

and a grand formal lounge room.  The house has 11 foot ceilings most of which have been replaced 

with the exception of the original kitchen which still has the original lathe plaster ceiling featuring in it.  

There is a double fireplace from the kitchen to the lounge room and a wooden stove in the kitchen.  

One other room also has a fireplace. 

All bedrooms have French doors and windows which appear to have been salvaged from another 

building.  Most window panes still have the original glass. At various angles this highlights the 

imperfections of windows produced in the past.  The windows were all hung upside down. 

The original 5 ¾ inch tongue and groove jarrah floorboards have been recently polished.  The home 

still boasts most of its colonial styled wooden verandahs and has a curving entry staircase. 

The main water supply is still stored in the original iron stone rain water tank the house was built with. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The house was owned at one stage by Heron Hopetown Williams and Maud Williams. Their son 

Devon was killed in the Second World War at the age of 21.  They had two other children Cleve and 

Maureen.  The farm and house were then taken over by the Tom Abbott in 1960 and it is now owned 

by Tom’s son Gary. 

In its hey day the house held many dances.  A band played from the eastern end of the lounge room 

with locals dancing many hours away.  An interim supper was often held in the kitchen.  Some ot the 

members who played in the band were Ron Earnshaw (piano accordion), Len Greaves (drums), Burt 

Lloyd (fiddle and violin), Mrs Beatrice Park (piano) and Cleve Williams (vocals and drums).   

During the Second World War Eucha card games were held to raise money for the Red Cross.  

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Mr Geoff Holmes Pers. Comm. 

Mr Noel Gorn Pers. Comm. 

Mr John Schinzig Pers Comm. 
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SITE NUMBER:  M7 

Name:  Lake Towerrinning  

Address/Location:  Duranillin South Road 

Owner:  State Government Reserve (24917) vested in the Shire of West 

Arthur  

Heritage Council Listing Number: None   

Other Listings: None 

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied:  Public Park and Reserve with privately owned land surrounding 

Public Access:  Open 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description:  Lake Towerinning, and Re-diversion system  

Construction Date/Builder:  Re-diversion was built in 1993 by Lake Towerrinning Catchment 

Group and The Shire of West Arthur. New toilet block built 

2007. 

Construction Materials:   Concrete (399), earth (499), local stone (904), other material 

(1299) 

Modifications:  Regular maintenance schedules of the rediversion by the 

Landcare group, includes cleaning silt and maintaining banks. 

Extent of original fabric:  There has been some revegetation with local endemic species 

General Condition:  Good  

Past Use:  residential (other 0199), recreational (0299), scientific (0499), 

Jetty (0765), water (0799), Park and reserve (16) 

Current Use:  commercial (599), recreational (0299), scientific (0499), Jetty 

(0765), water (0799), Park and reserve (16) 

     

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme:  exploration and survey (105), Environmental change (109), 

tourism (311), sport, recreation and entertainment (405), cultural 

activities (407), environmental awareness (409), aboriginal 

people (601), early settlers (603), innovators (605). 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 2 - A place of considerable cultural heritage 

significance to Shire of West Arthur that is worthy of 

recognition and protection through provisions of the Shire of 

West Arthur’s Town Planning Scheme.     
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING
Lake Towerrinning is located on the west side of the Duranillin South Road.  It is located on Reserve 

24917 and is approximately 163 hectares in size.   

Early accounts of Lake Towerrinning prior to European settlement and extensive clearing for farming 

land was as an ephemeral swap, drying up in summer.  When discovered by Captain Bannister in 1832, 

he described it as a “rushy lagoon” 
(1)

.  A theory exists as to how the Lake was formed.  A high bank on 

the eastern side of the lake (at the Lakes entrance) and the bed of the Lake itself is said to have been 

formed by a large meteorite falling in the area.  A series of seven large “bubble holes” existed which

contained small pieces of molten stone, supporting this theory.  These have since been covered by 

rising water levels.  
(2) 

There are a number of stories from local Aboriginals who lived in the area one of which describes a 

“fire burning in the sky and a large explosion”.  There is evidence of a connection between the 

Aboriginal people and the Lake.  There have been reports of finding camp sites, hunting grounds and 

burial sites.  Last recorded evidence of aboriginal settlement was in 1938 where temporary camps were 

set up to hunt for local bush food.  
(2) 

The area’s earliest settle was Mr John Dearle, a former convict who in 1868 leased 10,000acres 

surrounding Moodiarrup in partnership with Mr Peter Brooker.  Complaints were made by Mr Dearle 

to the authorities of the local aboriginal tribe hunting his sheep.  To increase protection, release of more 

land occurred in 1882 for one pound per thousand acres per year leasehold arrangements where the 

settlers in the district were given access to the Lake. 
(2) 

By the 1940’s modern agricultural practices had seen a reduction in natural vegetative covering in 

surrounding farm lands causing water tables to rise in the area.  This resulted in an increase in surface 

area run-off. Low lying area became increasingly inundated with water, forming an almost permanent 

freshwater lake.  Local waterbirds numbered up to 33 different species.  Reeds and fringing vegetation

were healthy and local residents came to increasingly enjoy the opportunity for recreation in the area.  
(2, 7) 

By the 1960’s the Lake had become more saline causing a decline in the health of the Lake.  This 

resulted in the original idea for a Re-diversion Project with the Shire’s involvement in 1979.  However, 

major freshwater run-off through a cyclonic event in 1982 intervened to place the re-diversion low on 

the priority list.  
(3) 

In 1989, the current self regulating re-diversion system was devised by a group of local landholders 

who formed the Lake Towerrinning Catchment Group with technical support from the Department of 

Agriculture and the Water Authority.  Fresh water from winter rainfall events is diverted from 

Cordering Creek at its confluence with the Darlingup Creek and into the Lake via a W drain.  Since the

installation of the re-diversion the Lake has maintained adequate water levels for flora, fauna and 

recreation.  The group’s approach and positive impact was the subject of a State Landcare Award in 

1993 and a National Landcare Award in 1994.
 (3) 

A privately owned and operated caravan park commenced operation in 1982 
(4)

 is located on the 

southern most portion of the Lake.  A picnic area with barbeques, picnic tables and public amenities are 

located in a terraced recreation are on the top eastern wall of the Lake.  Other built structures include 

two wooden jetties, and a lined boat ramp on the eastern side of the Lake.  A 10m boat tower, built to

keep watch on the speed boat races was pulled down in the 1990’s.  Permanent bush structures with 

thatched roofs (no longer standing) were installed as a bar and tea rooms for the annual carnival events. 
(5)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Lake has aesthetic value to the Shire, being a major landmark of the community it has previously 

played and continues to play an increasingly important role in the vista of the Shire.  The Lake is a 

popular place for recreation and social celebrations and had previously been the site for swimming 

lessons, speed boat racing, sail boat racing, and New Years Day carnivals.  Carnival Days were 

instigated in 1946 by the Moodiarrup Football Club.  Motocycle racing was also held on the eastern 

side of the Lake.  
(5)
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The Lake has contributed as a key locality since being regularly maintained with fresh water and has 

historically drawn people together in a social setting.  It also plays a large role in today’s social 

development of the Shire with the annual Australia Day breakfast hosted by the Shire Council being a 

major event on the local social calendar.   

The Lake Towerrining Re-diversion System displayed creativity and ingenuity in its design by a group 

of local farmers with input from State Government Departments.  Its inception, engineering and 

continued maintenance are a display of group dynamics and strong sense of community. 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
1 Lake Towerrinning Landcare Group (1994) Looking forward to a Productive Future; Papers 

forming the basis for a series of workshops and discussions about landcare management in the 

area. 

2. Mr John Schinzig Pers. Comm.

3. Mr Donald Cochrane Pers. Comm. 

4. Mr Ian Pierce Pers. Comm. 

5. Mr Des O’Connell Pers. Comm. 

6. Mr Geoff Holmes Senior Pers. Comm. 

7. George, R. (2006) Lake Towerrinning Water Management Memo; Department of Agriculture, 

Government of Western Australia 

A spreadsheet with file references was put together by Peta Whittaker for the Shire (in around 1997) 

and contains a summary of all information contained in the Shire pertaining to the Lake.   
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SITE NUMBER: DU1  

Name: Duranillin Store 

Address/Location: Lot 6, Farrell St, Duranillin 

Owner: Jenny, George and William Shepardson 

Heritage Council Listing Number: 8788 

Other Listings: None 

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied: Yes 

Public Access: Restricted 

BUILDING DETAILS
Description: Store/ Dwelling 

Construction Date/Builder: 1925/ Ted Nordstrom 

Construction Materials: Timber framed, weatherboard (1105) and fibre walls (102), iron 

roof (606), timber floor (1102) 

Modifications: Major rebuild undertaken in the early 1950’s by Wally Higginson.   

Extent of original fabric: Most 

  

General Condition: Good 

     

Past Use: Shop/Retail store (0508) 

Current Use: Shop/Retail store (05058) 

     

HISTORIC THEME 
Theme: Mail Services (206), Telecommunications (210) commercial and 

service industries (308), local heroes and battlers (604) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 3 - A place of some cultural heritage significance to 

Shire of West Arthur. A classification of Category 2 is probably 

more appropriate for this site.  However due to owner concerns 

about the Heritage processes it has been down graded to Category 

3.      
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING

Situated in the Duranillin townsite opposite the railway siding. It is the site of the original building 

constructed in 1917 and burned to the ground in 1923 (1). The first building consisted of one room and

was constructed using weatherboard cladding with an iron roof. The current building consists of a front 

section facing the road comprising the store with living quarters at the rear. 

The original counter and shelving at the back of the shop was replaced by more modern shelving and a 

counter at the front of the shop in 1987 when Nick and Jenny Hosking and Rosemary and Phillip Della 

took over the store.  Rosemary and Philip Della then sold their part of the store to Nick and Jenny in

1989.  Nick and Jenny sold the shop to Jenny, George and William (Bill) Shepardson in 2006. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The building is notable as the first store in Duranillin/Moodiarrup district- an area isolated by distance 

and poor roads until the 1950’s. It has long been the hub of the Duranillin townsite for the supply of

food and other goods, the provision of telephone and postal services and more recently as a liquor 

outlet. A long term proprietor, K.B. Thompson, was a notable district personality. 

Ken, or K.B. as he became known, came to Duranillin, in 1929, with his wife, (Biddy), to take over the

local store, which he had purchased from Oliver Ryan. The store was dependant on the railway for the 

transport of goods and was a busy shop when the train came in. Ryan had leased the shop previously to 

Roland Stewart and later, Alec Young. The original proprietor Lewis Hibble used to travel out from 

Darkan once a week, bringing goods in his vehicle. He built the first shop, on the site of the present

store. During Roley Stewart’s tenure, and while the hall was being built, the shop burned down. In 

about 1925 Ted Nordstrom rebuilt the store, for Oliver Ryan. (Just prior to this Nordstrom had built the 

Moodiarrup Hall) 

In November 1938, K.B. Thompson conducted the district’s first ‘off-shears’ sale in the ‘Glenorchy’ 

yards in conjunction with Dalgety & Co. 1570 sheep were yarded for this inaugural sale. 

Ken Thompson later expanded the store, which included the local telephone exchange.  Mrs Thompson 

was a double certificated nursing sister, and residents of the surrounding district consulted her on their 

ailments in the early days. 

The year 1979 saw public tribute, for fifty years of community service, paid to Mr. & Mrs. K.B. 

Thompson in the Duranillin Hall. In the Queen’s Birthday Honours in June, Kenneth Barry Thompson 

was awarded the British Empire Medal in recognition of his services to Australia Post and to the people 

of the district. “K.B.’, as he was affectionately called, was presented with his medal by the Governor, 

Sir Wallace Kyle, in a ceremony at Government House (6).  

In 1987, the local Council honoured Ken Thompson by conferring on him the title of Freeman of the 

Shire of the West Arthur. This honour was the first ever bestowed on a local resident and was 

indicative of the widespread respect he had gained. Ken, whose wife had died a few years previously, 

left Duranillin later in the year, to live with his sister in Kalamunda until his death in 1989. Ken 

Thompson had bought the Post Office and store in 1929 and, with his wife, had run the telephone 

exchange for fifty years.  Duranillin telephone exchange became automatic in August 1979, being one 

of a number to change from the manually operated system at that time. 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION        

Photographs List        Merredith 14-16 (1996)

         West of the Arthur pp 354, 357, 419 

Bibliography/References       (1) Bird: West of the Arthur pp 171, 355, 357, 417 
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SITE NUMBER:  DU2 

Name:  Duranillin School 

Address/Location:  Lot 37 Horley St, Duranillin (Reserve 21612) 

Owner:  Shire of West Arthur  

Heritage Council Listing Number: 8790 

Other Listings: None 

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied:  No 

Public Access:  Restricted 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description:  School 

Construction Date/Builder:  1936/37 

Construction Materials:  Timber framed, part weatherboard (1105) part fibro clad (102), 

iron roof (606) 

Modifications:  Some 

Extent of original fabric:  Most 

General Condition:  Good 

     

Past Use:  Primary School (0304) 

Current Use:  Unused (17) 

     

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme: Education and science (402) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 2 - A place of considerable cultural heritage 

significance to Shire of West Arthur that is worthy of recognition 

and protection through provisions of the Shire of West Arthur’s 

Town Planning Scheme.   
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING

The School building is set on a crown reserve and the complex consists of school, (with water tanks 

adjoining) lunch shed, toilet and playground.  

The upper section of the building is fibro clad.  The gabled roof rectangular building has a lean to 

attached to the end.   

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The building is closely associated with education in the district.  It is a good example of public 

buildings of this era and makes a positive contribution to the district’s building stock. 

The first Duranillin school (1908-1910) was situated about 5 km south of the present Duranillin 

townsite, it operated as a part time (3 days) school with ‘Benmore Park’, Moodiarrup (2 days) 1930-36.  

The second Duranillin school opened in the weatherboard Duranillin Hall.    

In 1937 the new school building was opened.  This building was not “new” but was originally situated 

at “Glenside” 11 km east of Darkan on the Coalfields Highway.  It was dismantled piece by piece and 

rebuilt at Duranillin (Pers comm. Louden Cochrane).  School was held in this building until 1970.  In 

1968 the attendance had dropped by half due to railway employees being transferred to Darkan and 

Bowelling.  In 1970 there were only six students enrolled, and as eight were required to keep it open,

the school was closed, the remaining children traveling by bus to Darkan, and the headmaster’s house 

was later moved to Darkan.  The school building in Duranillin is still used today by community groups.  

(1)  It is used weekly for a bible study group.  

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Photographs List       Merredith 5-9 (1996)

Bibliography/References       (1) Bird: West of the Arthur p 379 
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SITE NUMBER: DU3  
Name: Duranillin Railway Bridge 

Address/Location: PIN 51349 

Owner: State owned land, controlled and managed by the Public 

Transport Authority 

Heritage Council Listing Number: None 

Other Listings: None 

SITE DETAILS 
Occupied: No 

Public Access: Open 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description: Railway Bridge over Arthur River 

Construction Date/Builder: 17 July 1914 - 10 December 1918 (Actual Date of bridge 

construction uncertain but railway line was constructed between 

these dates) Railway Construction Branch, Public Works 

Department 

Construction Materials: Timber (1199), gravel (499).  Timber pylons, timber railway 

sleepers and gravel along the top of the bridge 

Modifications: Unknown if any have been carried out  

Extent of original fabric: Unknown – although it appears to be the original structure 

General Condition: Fair – the base of the bridge (the pylons) is in good condition with 

the top part starting to fall into disrepair (timber sleepers 

beginning to rot with the gravel falling through in some places) 

Past Use: Railway Bridge (0719) 

Current Use: Unused (17) 

     

HISTORIC THEME 
Theme: Rail and Light rail transport (202) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 2 - A place of considerable cultural heritage 

significance to Shire of West Arthur that is worthy of 

recognition and protection through provisions of the Shire of 

West Arthur’s Town Planning Scheme.   
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING

The Duranillin Railway bridge is located over the Arthur River 39.5km from the railway starting point 

at Bowelling.  The bridge is no longer in use but was a single track over a water courses with a gravel 

ballasted deck.  It is approximate 20 spans of 5m each and the whole bridge is approximately 100m 

long.   

Each pier is constructed of three pylons and is cross braced with two large beams.  The pylons are all

numbered with roman numerals. The roman numerals are a blazing or driving mark that indicate the 

distance to the pile tip, however it is not know why there are two numbers on the piles supporting the

Duranillin Railway bridge 
(1)

.   On the sides of the bridge are refuge platforms for the workers to retreat 

onto if a train came through
(2)

. 

The river at this point dries up to a small channel approximately 10m wide over the summer period but 

would be flowing rapidly during wetter months and would be approximately 60-70m wide.  The river 

banks are densely wooded with paper barks and eucalyptus trees.  The railway reserve at this point is 

surrounded by farm land.   

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Duranillin Railway Bridge was constructed across the Arthur River as part of a branch line linking

Wagin to the existing Collie-Narrogin Railway line.  Bowelling became the junction and the line 

extended from Bowelling through the sidings of Bennelaking, Cordering, Capercup, Duranillin, and 

Bokal, Kylie, East Arthur and Warup to Wagin. Construction of the Collie-Wagin branch line 

commenced 17
th

  July 1914 and the first train traveled from Bowelling to Wagin on 27
th

 July 1918
(3)

. 

The last through train from Bowelling-Wagin ran on 30
th

 June 1984. Bowelling-Bokal was closed on 1
st

June 1986. Westrail continued to operate from Wagin-Bokal until 1988. 

The bridge is an excellent example of the timber railway bridges constructed in that era.   

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
1. Vicki Thomas, Heritage Council WA, Pers. Comm. 

2. Railway Heritage WA, Jeff Austin, Research Officer Pers Comm. 

3. West of the Arthur by John Bird 
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SITE NUMBER: DU4 

Name: Duranillin Garage 

Address/Location: Farrell Street Duranillin 

Owner:  George, Jenny and William Sheppardson 

Heritage Council Listing Number: None 

Other Listings: None 

SITE DETAILS 
Occupied: Yes – currently being used as a wool storage place  

Public Access:      Restricted 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description: A one room building constructed for the purposes of a garage 

Construction Date/Builder: 1949 by Tom Elias 

Construction Materials   Weather board (1105) walls, Corrugated iron roof (606) 

Modifications: The hoist and shelving have been removed.  New metal sliding 

doors have been placed at either end of the shed.  Everything 

remaining is original  

Extent of original fabric: Mostly the building is still in its original condition 

General Condition: Poor – at the back of the building there are quite a few bits of 

weatherboard coming away and the window is broken. 

Past Use (see provided codes): Garage/Mechanic, manufacture of woolen quilts, wool storage 

(599 – commercial) 

Current Use (see provided codes): Wool Storage 

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme (see provided list of codes): Transport and Communication, Road Transport (203) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 3 - A place of some cultural heritage significance to 

Shire of West Arthur.     
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING
The building is located on the corner of Farrell Street (the main street) and Williams Street of 

Duranillin next to the General Store.  It is still mostly in its original condition with a timber frame and 

weatherboard sides on the building.  The roof is constructed of corrugated iron.   

Tom Elias had an “agreement” with Mr Ken Thompson who owned the land to build a garage.  Mr 

Elias was a qualified mechanic from Collie.  He also happened to be a very good builder.    He put the

timber stumps and bearers down and made the wall frames himself.  His brothers Clem and Glen and 

two local lads assisted in standing them in place one weekend. Later Tom made the roof trusses and 

had the joining bolts and brackets made by Gelderts in Collie. On completion his two brothers and the 

two local lads once again helped place the roof trusses with a small ‘jib’(crane)  from Palmers in 

Collie. The garage was fitted with a very modern hydraulic hoist and opened for business in 1949.  

Originally Tom Elias had built work benches along the northern wall.  There was a counter at the front

of the garage as you first entered the door.  There is a ramp at the back of the garage near an old toilet 

that was used as part of the garage.   

The hoist has since been removed and is lying next to the garage.  All benches have also been removed.   

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
 This timber framed weather board building was constructed in Duranillin 1949 

(1)
 by Tom Elias and 

was used as a garage for the repair and maintenance of cars and trucks.  Tom Elias was the builder of 

the garage but the land was owned by KB Thompson.  Tom employed Greg Cochrane who worked at 

the garage for 3 and half years 
(2)

.  Other local farmers worked in the garage in various capacities over 

the next 10 years.  Rob Paisley-Kerr came to the district in 1954 and had an early association with the 

garage
 (3)

. 

Tom Atkinson came from Collie in December 1957 to work for Tom Elias who was experiencing 

failing health. Tom Atkinson leased the garage from Tom Elias in early 1958 
(4)

. During the years of 

Tom Atkinson’s tenure Tom Elias made hundreds of mailboxes out of recycled oil drums for the 

farmers of Duranillin and surrounding localities. He had them painted and the farmers’ name and farm 

name painted by Collie sign writer Harry Fellows. Most of these boxes are still a focal point of farm 

entrances today nearly 50 years later. 

Tom Elias lived in a house in Horley St Duranillin and upon his retirement and death the garage 

became the property of Ken Thompson . 

Other operators of the garage at various times were Ted Bunter, and Murray Anderson.   

The building then was then shut up for a period of time before it was taken over by a group of five local 

ladies (Trish McKenzie, Judith Abbott, Margaret Scott and Joan Hewton) in 1991 to make woolen 

quilts
(5)

 .  The business expanded to also include pillows, and underlays.  This business operated out of 

the garage until 1998.  

After the quilters closed the doors on their operations the building was used by David Pearce to operate 

a wool buying business.  The garage was modified with the hoist removed and the benches along the 

side taken out to allow wool bins to be installed. 
(6)

The building was sold by KB Thompson to Nick and Jenny Hosking and Phil and Rosemary Della in 

1987 as part of the sale of the General Store.  The building was then sold to George, Jenny and William 

Shepardson in 2006.   

The building has been a significant part of the Duranillin streetscape for a long period of time.  Its

architechural style compliments the Duranillin General Store which is another contributing building to

the streetscape in Duranillin.   

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
1. Clem Elias Pers Comm. 2008 

2. Greg Cochrane Pers. Comm. 2008 

3.  Rob Paisley-Kerr Pers Comm 2008 

4. Tom Atikinson Pers comm..  2008 

5. Trish McKenzie Pers. Comm. 2008 

6. David Pearce Pers. Comm. 2008 
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SITE NUMBER:  H1 

Name:  Hillman Airfield 

Address/Location:  Location 13862 Hillman- Dardadine Rd - Hillman  

Owner:  B.M &B.J Harrington 

Heritage Council Listing Number: 8799 

Other Listings: None 

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied:  Yes- Hillman Skydivers use the airfield on a fortnightly basis 

Public Access:  Ristricted 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description:  Airfield 

Construction Date/Builder:  1942 Commonwealth Government Defence Department 

Construction Materials:  - 

Modifications:  - 

  

Extent of original fabric:  - 

General Condition:  Good 

     

Past Use:  Airfield (0759) 

Current Use:  Airfield (0759) 

     

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme:  World Wars and other wars (501) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 3 - A place of some cultural heritage significance to 

Shire of West Arthur.   
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING

Located on what is commonly known as the Hillman Flat adjoining the Hillman River. 

The airstrip is about 3km in length and was cleared to a width of some 400m, although only the centre 

point is now used. Approximately half way along the strip buildings have erected on the east side. The

Airstrip is now the base for the Hillman Sky Diving Club one of only several in Western Australia. 

Clearing of the airfield was carried out by manually digging around each tree trunk to a depth of 4-5 

feet cutting the surface roots and pulling down the tree with a D4 Crawler. Gravel was loaded onto the

tip trucks by a tractor drawn scoop which passed over a gantry type bridge with a hole in the middle to 

fill the trucks in the trench below. 

The airfield is now used on a fortnightly basis by a skydiving club, who have set up basic overnight 

accommodation at the airfield.   

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The site is of note for its illustration of the district’s involvement in the Second World War. 

When Japan entered the war, and that country’s forces swept through countries to the north of 

Australia, the threat of invasion became a reality for the first time. To meet this threat of Japanese

invasion, it was decided to build airfields along the coast at a distance of 60 to 80 miles inland. This 

distance would give the aircraft room to gain height on the way to the coast, where a landing may have

been made by the enemy. The Hillman Flat was considered an ideal place for an airfield, and work 

started in 1942. 

As there was a shortage of manpower at the time, most of the labourers called up for this work were 

men in their late 60’s and 70’s, mostly retired. It is possible they were employed here because an 

invasion was not really expected so far south, and the building of the aerodome was not as urgent as 

those further north. 

During the previous decade, the question of an airfield at the Hillman had been often discussed.  The 

first-recorded mention of the advisability of a landing ground for the aircraft appeared to be late in

1932, when the Roads Board was informed by a letter from Air Taxis that Capt. Snook would be 

making a visit (11).  

In May 1933, the Defence Department inspected the Hillman Flat to ascertain if it would be an 

appropriate site for an aerodome (12). Apparently the site was considered suitable and was surveyed as

such, but as nothing else was done in the four years since the first inspection, the West Arthur Roads

Board made representation to the Federal Minister for Defence, in March 1937, to obtain a grant for 

clearing the airfield. The Board highlighted the strategic position of the Hillman being half way 

between Perth and Albany and 15 miles from the new wireless station. The Board simultaneously 

advised the British Medical Association of its representation to the Commonwealth Government (13). 

These urgings went unheeded, and not until a possible invasion was imminent, did work actually start. 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Photographs List       CB 24, 25  

Bibliography/References      Bird: West of the Arthur pp 365-366 
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SITE NUMBER:  H2  

Name:  Hillman Dam and Channels 

Address/Location:  Location 2594, Reserve 16904, Hillman 

Owner:  Department of Environment and Conservation 

Heritage Council Listing Number: 8808 

Other Listings: None 

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied:  No 

Public Access:  Restricted 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description:  Water catchment dam and stone channels 

Construction Date/Builder:  c 1935 

Construction Materials:  Earthen excavation and walls (499), concrete channel (399) 

Modifications:  Few 

Extent of original fabric:  All 

General Condition:  Good 

Past Use:  Water supply (719) for steam driven engines 

Current Use:  Unused (17) 

     

HISTORIC THEME 
Theme:  Transport and Communications – Rail and light rail transport 

(202) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 2 - A place of considerable cultural heritage 

significance to Shire of West Arthur that is worthy of 

recognition and protection through provisions of the Shire of 

West Arthur’s Town Planning Scheme.   
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING

Located at the foot of Mt. Harris using the catchment off Julikin Rock- a large granite rock with an area 

of about 5 ha. 

A concrete channel was made from the base of this rock to the dam. A pipe line ran from the dam to the

siding, and the water gravitated into a large overhead iron storage tank. 

The dam is approximately 100m x 60m and the extremities have been covered an by asbestos roof 

supported by timber uprights. The cover has collapsed in many places. Above the dam the concrete 

channel runs about 1.5km to the Julikin Rock where a rock wall on the extremities of the rock guides 

the water into the channel. The wall contains some huge flat granite rocks- 2m x 1m. The first section

(50m) of channel is rock lined, there after concrete. About 40 metres east of the rock and 20m south of 

channel is a well which probably was used in the construction phase. 

During the route of the channel, it is met with earth drains which have a silt trap prior to joining the 

channel. Close to the dam is a large angled grate and diversion channel to divert debris during a flash 

flood. About 50m from the dam a large silt trap lies across the 1m high channel which has been 

widened from 1m to 3m for the last 100m to reduce the rate of flow. Tent poles remain near the dam 

from the construction days. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The site is important for its connection with the railways which assisted in the development of the 

district. It is also notable for its association with the Great Depression of the 1930’s which had a 

catastrophic effect on the lives and financial affairs of those at the time 

When the Narrogin-Collie railway was built, a concrete weir was erected across the Hillman River. 

Don McLeod ws employed to drive the steam engine used to pump water from the dam to the overhead 

tank, at  Hillman Siding, for the steam trains. 

In the early 1930s it was found that the water was becoming too saline and causing the boilers of the 

engines to rust, so a new dam was built, using the catchment from the Julikin Rock. Most of the labour

used were sustenance workers and the dam itself was sunk by horse teams owned and driven by local 

farmers. Jum (G.M.) and Bob Bates, Ron Medlen and the Richards’s from Tarwonga were all 

employed. It is believed Jim Beavan first started dam-sinking on the Hillman Dam. Jim sank dams 

from then until just before he sold his farm in the early 1950’s, using horse teams. (No doubt others 

were employed, including Bert Gibbs, who was also well-known as a dam-sinker in this area.) 

Don McLeod left Hillman when the pumping station at the old dam was closed, and sold the block of 

land he had selected to Arthur Hulse, from Merredin.
 (1)

Hillman Siding took its name from the Hillman River which was so called after Surveyor Alfred 

Hillman- the father of the Albany Road marking the first direct route from Perth to Albany- 1837. 
(2)

(Mount Harris was named after the early pioneer settler, Joseph Harris, who is credited with the 

discovery of the plants causing losses through poisoning of stock). 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Photographs List       CB 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23,   

Bibliography/References      (1) Bird: West of the Arthur p 348 

        (2) Bird: West of the Arthur p 18 
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SITE NUMBER:  H3  

Name:  Hillman Railway bridge 

Address/Location:  Hillman River, Hillman –Dardadine Road 

Owner:  Public Works Department/ Westrail 

Heritage Council Listing Number: 15706 

Other Listings: Entry 2064 in Large Timber Structures in Western Australia 
(1)

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied:  No 

Public Access:  Open 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description:  Single track Railway bridge over the Hillman River 

Construction Date/Builder:  1906, PWD/Westrail 

Construction Materials:  Steel (610) , timber (1199) and concrete (399) 

Modifications:  Spans renewed in steel (1955-56), tansoms renewed (1977)  

Extent of original fabric:  Largely 

General Condition:  Very Good 

    

Past Use:  Rail, other  (719) 

Current Use:  Rail, other (719) 

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme:  Transport and Communications; Rail and light rail transport 

(202) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 2 - A place of considerable cultural heritage 

significance to Shire of West Arthur that is worthy of 

recognition and protection through provisions of the Shire of 

West Arthur’s Town Planning Scheme.   
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING
The Hillman River Railway bridge is located on the Brunswick Junction- Narrogin railway section 71 

at 113.046km.  It is adjacent to the Hillman – Dardadine Road.  The Bridge was built in 1906 and is a 

single track over a water course and consists of 12 spans of 4.6m and is 54.84m long.  The bridge is 

approximately 3.3m above ground.  It remains part of a non-operating railway with fixed assets.   

With the availability of good quality steel and cement after the Second World War, the spans were 

renewed in 1955-56 and tansoms renewed in 1977. 

The Collie Narrogin railway line ceased to operate in 1988 due to the decline in its usage for grain and 

fertilizer transport.  Since the closure of the line, parts of the bridge were removed by Westrail some 

years ago but otherwise the bridge is in good condition.   

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Hillman Railway bridge is one of 50 timber railway bridges classed as being of significant heritage 

value by the Heritage Council of WA.  Many of the bridges on railway lines have continued to decline 

in recent years and it has been estimated that Westrail now only has around 90 large timber bridges on

operating rail lines and around 80 on non operating railway lines, many of which are in a state of 

disrepair.   

A survey was conducted on Large Timber Structures in WA (Railway Bridges) and bridges were 

ranked on their industrial heritage status.  This ranking system resulted in the Hillman Railway Bridge 

being classified as a Ranking 5 (Register and maintain as an important industrial heritage structure but 

urgent assessment is required as bridge is subject to alteration, demolition or various types of damage 

or destruction). 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Bibliography/References Large Timber Structures of WA, Volume 3 Railway Bridges, The 

Institution of Engineers, Western Australia Division, 1998 
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SITE NUMBER: B1 
Name:  Boolading Homestead 

Address/Location:  Location No. 293, Coalfields Rd, Boolading 

Owner:  Ernie and V Gibbs 

Heritage Council Listing Number: 8809   

Other Listings: None 

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied:  No 

Public Access:  Restricted 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description:  Dwelling remnants 

Construction Date/Builder:  1899 

Construction Materials:  - 

Modifications:  - 

Extent of original fabric:  Little 

General Condition:  Largely demolished 

     

Past Use:  Single Storey residence (0101) 

Current Use:  Unused (17) 

     

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme:  Land allocation and subdivision (104), religion (406), early  

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 3 - A place of some cultural heritage significance to 

Shire of West Arthur.   

OTHER: The site is marked with a plague that is inscribed with the 

following words “This plaque is dedicated to the memory of the 

pioneers of the West Arthur district and records the resting place 

of the unknown Gibbs child died 1874 believed to be the first 

white person buried in this area.”
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING

Situated 6kms west of Darkan on a right angle bend of the Coalfields Highway. Parallel to the road 

runs the route of the old Narrogin to Collie railway with Gibbs Siding site being opposite the 

homestead. Further west is the Boolading Siding which derives its name from Boolading Homestead. 

Only remnants of the mudbrick home built in 1899 remain, these are to the south/west of the brick 

dwelling built in the 1950’s. A huge willow tree (in 1908 said to be 40 years old) is about 30 metres 

south of the homestead.  

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Notable as the site of one of the original homes in the district and for it’s association with the first 

pioneers of Darkan- the Gibbs family. The homestead became a social and communication centre for 

the area with the family noted for their generous hospitality. 

Williams Gibbs (Jnr) selectd land a few miles west of his father’s property (“Darkan”) around a native

water hole called “Boolading”. 

He was the second son of William John and Harriet Gibbs, he was born in 1851, and attended shool for 

a short period at Serpentine. In 1874, he was married to Sarah-Ann Fisher at the little Australind 

Church, by the Methodist Minister, the Rev. Buchanan, (the Rev. Withers, the Anglican Clergyman, 

being absent at the time). Sarah-Ann Fisher was born at Olive Hill, near Brunswick Junction, in 1854. 

They set up residence at ‘Boolading’ in a hut made of sticks and rushes, and soon replaced that with a

cosy, two-room home of split slabs, plastered inside and white-washed, which lasted until September 

1899. They then moved into their new house, a comfortable home of mudbricks, the remains of which 

still stand today. 

‘Boolading’ was also a store for skins, which would be left by shooters until a buyer came. William 

Gibbs became a land guide, and showed prospective settlers around the district and Darkan, during the 

land boomat the turn of the century. He also helped in the survey of the Collie/Narrogin railway line.

At this time, all kinds of gatherings were held at ‘Boolading’- dances, weddings, parties, sing songs,

church services and cricket matches. The mail was later brought out from Wagin, by horseback,and 

collected by the settlers from ‘Boolading’.  

William Gibbs later served on the Road Board and used to travel with his neighbour, Herbert Spencer, 

to Arthur River (Mt. Brown). His son, Thomas Henry Gibbs also served for sixteen years on the Board. 

A telephone exchange operated at ‘Boolading’ from 1925-1952, before it became an automatic 

exchange. 

  

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Photographs List       CA 15  

        West of the Arthur pp 128, 151, 153.

Bibliography/References      Bird: West of the Arthur pp 74-77, 126-131, 150-155, 194-195, 198, 202, 

                                                    212, 216, 304. 
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SITE NUMBER:  T1 

Name:  Haddleton Homestead 

Address/Location:  Trigwell Bridge Road 

Owner:  Richard and Brenda Trigwell 

Heritage Council Listing Number: None   

Other Listings: None 

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied:  No 

Public Access:  Restricted 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description:  Dwelling  

Construction Date/Builder:  1901, William Walter Trigwell and Sam Chandler 

Construction Materials:  Clay bricks (401), jarrah timber (1199), Corrugated iron (606) 

Modifications:  None 

Extent of original fabric:  Most  

General Condition:  Poor 

Past Use:  Homestead (1501) 

Current Use:  Unused (17) 

     

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme:  Grazing, pastoralism, and dairying (301), early settlers (603) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 3 - A place of some cultural heritage significance to 

Shire of West Arthur.   
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING

The Haddleton Homestead is located off Trigwell Bridge Road and approximately 100m north of the 

banks of the Blackwood River. The Homestead is build of bricks that were made on the farm and the 

front of the homestead has been constructed with two different coloured bricks.  There is coloured lead 

light glass around the door (both on the sides and above).  Originally the house had a bull nosed 

verandah.   

It is a three bedroom house that also has a lounge room, kitchen, dinning room, and a main passage.  

The washroom and bathroom were on the back of the house.  There are three fireplaces throughout the 

house.   

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Haddleton farm was named after Tom Haddleton of Katanning who shepherded sheep in the area 

in 1887.  He sent his son who was 17 at the time with the Dale family to the area.  Two of the small 

children from the Dale family died of dysentery and are buried on the Haddleton farm.  An older child 

died near Moodiarrup. 

The building was an excellent example of construction and architectural style for the period.  Mr 

Walter Trigwell selected the land in 1900 and it was know as Haddletons.  The bricks were made and 

fired on the farm by Mr Walter Trigwell and Jack Charles. The timber was cut on the farm and carted 

to Stewarts Mill at Glenorchy.  The timber was used for the roof, floors windows and door frames.  The

house was flooded in the 1955 and 1982 floods.  A water mark on the walls at around 10 to 12 feet 

above floor level shows the height of the 1982 flood waters.  The Trigwell family left the house after

the 1955 floods and it has not been occupied since.   

There is a lonely grave site south of the homestead which is marked with a stone and a plaque which 

indicated that two Dale children who died in 1887 are buried there.   

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Bibliography/References Bird: West of the Arthur, pp178, 179 and 180. 

   Brenda and Richard Trigwell Pers. Comm.
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SITE NUMBER:  T2 

Name:  Haddleton Shearing Shed 

Address/Location:  Trigwell Bridge Road 

Owner:  Richard and Brenda Trigwell 

Heritage Council Listing Number: None   

Other Listings: None 

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied:  No 

Public Access:  Restricted 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description:  Shearing Shed   

Construction Date/Builder:  1900, William Walter Trigwell  

Construction Materials:  Slabs of Jarrah Timber (1104) 

Modifications:  None 

Extent of original fabric:  Most  

General Condition:  Good 

Past Use:  Shed (1504) 

Current Use:  Unused (17) 

     

HISTORIC THEME 
Theme:  Grazing, pastoralism, and dairying (301), early settlers (603) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 3 - A place of some cultural heritage significance to 

Shire of West Arthur.  
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING

The Haddleton Shearing Shed is located off Trigwell Bridge Road and North of the Blackwood River. 

It has been constructed using slabs of jarrah timber, jarrah poles, a timber floor and a corrugate iron 

roof.  There is a fire place in the shed which is made of granite stone.  All the materials used in the 

construction were sourced on the Haddleton farm.   

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The shearing shed was originally used as the first dwelling on the farm in 1900 and was turned into a 

shearing shed a few years later.  The stones were carted from the farm for the chimney and the slabs of 

jarrah were cut with a cross cut saw and broad axe.  All the materials for the shed were carted by horse 

and dray. 

The shed was originally a two stand shed and shearing was first done by blade shears before petrol 

engine plant was installed. 

The Shed is no longer used and the last shearing of sheep in the shed occurred in the 1970’s.  The 1982 

flood water marks are very clear between 10 and 12 feet high on the jarrah poles.   

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Brenda and Richard Trigwell Pers. Comm.      
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SITE NUMBER:  T3 

Name:  Haddleton School 

Address/Location:  Trigwell Bridge Road 

Owner:  Richard and Brenda Trigwell 

Heritage Council Listing Number: None   

Other Listings: None 

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied:  No 

Public Access:  Restricted 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description:  School and dwelling 

Construction Date/Builder:  1920, William Walter Trigwell, Sam Chandler and Joe Chapman 

Construction Materials:  Clay bricks (401), jarrah timber (1199), Corrugated iron (606) 

Modifications:  1938/39 and 1964 a timber framed fibre walls were added along 

with some additional corrugated iron for the roof. 

Extent of original fabric:  Most  

General Condition:  Good 

Past Use:  School (304) and cottage (1502) 

Current Use:  Unused (17) 

     

HISTORIC THEME 

Theme:  Grazing, pastoralism, and dairying (301), early settlers (603), 

education and science (402) 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 3 - A place of some cultural heritage significance to  

Shire of West Arthur.  
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING

The old school is located on the Trigwell Bridge Road on the land that was known as Haddleton.  The 

school was built between the road and the Blackwood River.  The front of the school has two different 

colour bricks that have been laid to form a pattern in the brick work. This brick work was know as 

Flemish Bond.   The arch above the window has “W. Trigwell , 1920” fired into the bricks.   

The building was constructed and modified at various times.  The original building was a one roomed 

school with a fireplace.  The west section of the building is the original. An extension was added to the 

east section to provide a dwelling for the Trigwell family after the 1955 floods.  The extension was 

made of timber frames and asbestos fibrous sheets and a corrugated iron roof.   

Approximately 25m north of the school is an old jarrah tree which has William Walter Trigwell’s stock 

brand (WTW 1920) carved into the side of the tree with the date 1901.  The carving is now 20cm high 

and 2-3cm wide.  It has been estimated that this tree is over 110 years old and it still appears to be in 

very good condition.   

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The building is an excellent example of building style and the use of local materials by pioneer settlers.  

The clay bricks were made on the property and were fired in two colours.   

The school was opened in 1920 and stayed open until 1924.  The building was used as a school for 

seven children from the area.   

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Bibliography/References Bird: West of the Arthur, pp178, 179 and 180. 

   Brenda and Richard Trigwell Pers. Comm.
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SITE NUMBER: BW1  

Name: Bowelling Railway Station  

Address/Location: Coalfields Highway, Bowelling 

Owner: Shire of West Arthur 

Heritage Council Listing Number: None 

Other Listings: None 

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied: No 

Public Access: Restricted 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description: Brick and Iron railway traffic office in a good state of repair 

Construction Date/Builder: Railway in partial operation from September 1906 and 

completed in Oct 1907. Upgraded from a siding to a junction in 

1918. Current buildings finished in 1919.  Builder: Public 

Work’s Department and Western Australian Government

Railways. 

Construction Materials: Face brick (202), Concrete (399), Glass (501), Cast iron (603), 

Corrugate iron (606), other metal (699), plaster decorative (703), 

smooth render (805), local stone (904), Tongue and Groove 

(1102), other timber (1199), other material (1299) 

Modifications: Internal partition erected in 1949 in the Stationmaster’s Office  

Extent of original fabric: Majority original: The Office is in a stable state of repair having 

being the subject of repairs by the local Shire Council in 2006. 

General Condition: Very Good 

Past Use (see provided codes): Railway Station (0702) 

Current Use (see provided codes): Unused (17) 
    
HISTORIC THEME 

Theme: Rail and light rail transport (202),  Droving (204), Grazing, 

pastoralism (301), Rural industry and market gardening (302), 

Domestic activities (306), community services and utilities (404), 

cultural activities (407), early settlers  (603), local heroes and 

battlers (604). 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 2 - A place of considerable cultural heritage 

significance to Shire of West Arthur that is worthy of recognition 
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and protection through provisions of the Shire of West Arthur’s 

Town Planning Scheme. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING

The Bowelling Railway Station is a Traffic Office built in 1919 to State Government plans first 

endorsed in the early part of the century.  That is, it reflects a Federation standard of construction, and 

has ably withstood the test of time.  The Office was the subject of repairs by the local Shire Council in 

2007 as recommended by the 2001 Conservation Plan: Bowelling Railway Station which saw the 

refurbishment of the roofing timber and corrugated iron roof.  Other minor repairs were also taken out

at this time.  The office surrounds are level and flat and fresh water is collected in a rainwater tank on 

the NE corner of the building.  The surrounds and water have proved a good stopping place and 

temporary camp for groups of trekkers and hikers utilising the Darkan: Collie Rail Trail (opened 2005).   

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Bowelling Railway Station has aesthetic appeal being an integral part of the vista, representing 

design excellence in both building materials and construction and is a significant landmark in the 

district.   

Original settlement of Agricultural land historically relied on access to transportation.  The Bowelling 

Railway Station reflects State Government decision making, with both positive and negative aspects 

that continue to directly impact on the development of the region since the original proposal of 

developing a rail line.  The 1906 opening of the Bowelling Siding, marked a significant increase in 

economic growth and development in the district.   

In contrast the 1919 decision to open Bowelling as a Junction or Station and close the Darkan station,

coupled with decreased world wide economic downturn due to the Depression negatively impacted on 

the more major settlement at Darkan.  As amenities (water, electricity, telephone communications) in 

Bowelling were severely restricted or non existent and housing in short supply, the proposed township 

and railway as a strong economic support was never likely to eventuate.  On a more positive note of 

Government policy decision making the local population was increased and strengthened with the 

arrival of local and migrant workers as timber cutters and/or rail gangs, during the operation and 

development of the station until 1967.   

In 2001 the Bowelling Railway Station was one of seven (out of eight) railway stations built to this 

standard, demonstrating an historical way of life and is “representative of the type of traffic office

constructed on the agricultural lines early in the twentieth century” (2002, Conservation Plan: 

BowellingRailway Station, p27) 

The building is in a reasonable condition for its’ age, has been maintained with original or authentic

materials.  It is no longer used a railway office since the buildings closure in 1967. 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Laura Gray, 2002, Conservation Plan: Bowelling Railway Station, Traffic Office (1919). Prepared for 

the Shire of West Arthur 
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SITE NUMBER: BW2  

Name: Bowelling Dam  

Address/Location: 3605 Wellington 

Owner: Department of Environment and Conservation 

Heritage Council Listing Number: None 

Other Listings: None 

SITE DETAILS 

Occupied: No 

Public Access: Open 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description: Railway Water Catchment Dam 

Construction Date/Builder: 1922 

Construction Materials: Earthen excavation and walls (499); stone (904) and concrete 

(399) channels  

Modifications:  few –improvements were proposed but it is unknown if these 

were carried out 
(1)

Extent of original fabric: Most 

General Condition: Fair 

Past Use (see provided codes): Dam for railway (0719) 

Current Use (see provided codes): unused (17) 
    
HISTORIC THEME 

Theme: Rail and light rail transport (202). 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 2 - A place of considerable cultural heritage significance to 

Shire of West Arthur that is worthy of recognition and protection 

through provisions of the Shire of West Arthur’s Town Planning 

Scheme. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING

The land reserve for the water supply catchment was created in 1922.    The dam is fed by gravitational 

water flow from the Darling Ranges.  The catchment area is 392 acres direct.  The bitumenised area for

water catchment is approximately 4.5 acres with the full size of five acres (an earthen apron makes up

the remaining half an acre).  When full, the dam holds approximately 1.5 million gallons in an open 

dam.   

The walls are earthen with natural stone. Plans for improvements to the dam drafted in 1948 indicated 

that there is a reinforced concrete lining approximately four inches thick on the walls of the dam but it 

is not visible today and it is not know if this lining was ever put on the walls..  Drains are stone pitch 

using the iron stone from the site.    A three inch galvanised iron pipe gravity fed water from the dam 

down to the station at Bowelling siding.  It is unknown if this pipe is still connected. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The site is an important connection with the railways which assisted in the development of the West 

Arthur District.  The Bowelling Dam was built to supply water for the coal/steam trains which traveled

from along the Narrogin-Darkan-Collie railway line and the Wagin-Duranillin-Bowelling line.   

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Civil Engineering Plan 37163 (1948) Proposed Improvements to Dam WAGR Civil Engineering 

Branch. 
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SITE NUMBER: BO1  

Name: Kylie Water Tower and Dam 

Address/Location: Kylie East Arthur Road 

Owner: Tank is owned by Public Transport Authority and the Dam is 

owned by the National Trust 

Heritage Council Listing Number: 15262 

Other Listings: None 

SITE DETAILS 
Occupied: No 

Public Access: Open 

BUILDING DETAILS

Description: Railway Water Catchment Dam and Tank 

Construction Date/Builder: 1914, Public Works 

Construction Materials: Log (1101), cast iron (603), copper (605)  

Modifications:  none 

Extent of original fabric: All 

General Condition: Fair 

Past Use (see provided codes): Water Tower (704), dam for railway (0719) 

Current Use (see provided codes): unused (17) 
    
HISTORIC THEME 
Theme: Rail and light rail transport (202). 

MANAGEMENT 

RECOMMENDATION:

Category 2 - A place of considerable cultural heritage significance to 

Shire of West Arthur that is worthy of recognition and protection 

through provisions of the Shire of West Arthur’s Town Planning 

Scheme. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND ITS SETTING

The tank and stand is situated at the Kylie railway siding and is the only structure left at the siding.  

The dam is situated on Water Reserve no 16712.  The tank is approximately 2.4 miles from the dam. 

The dam is an earthern dam.  The back wall is laid with local stone and the drains, silt trap and 

overflow are all lined with stone.  There is a concrete block in the base of the wall where the pipe exits 

the dam.   

The wooden 20 foot high water tower supports a 25,000 gallon tank.  The tank is made of four foot by 

four foot square cast iron panels bolted together.  It is sealed with iron filings and acid.   

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The tank and stand is one of only nine left standing in the state and it is in the best condition of all 

those remaining.  It supplied water to the steam trains traveled along the Bowelling-Duranillin-Wagin 

Railway line.    It is also the only one left that is still attached to a dam that could be recommissioned 

for public water supply.   

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
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5.0  HERITAGE AREAS 

Heritage areas are those areas within the Shire which have special significance.  A Heritage Area will

be of significance if (Criteria for the Assessment of Local Heritage Places and Areas, Heritage Council 

of WA 2007): 

a) it meets one of the standard assessment criteria required by the Heritage Council of WA 

(aesthetic value, historic value, research value, social value); and 

b) it demonstrates a unified or cohesive physical form in the public realm with an identifiable 

aesthetic, historic or social theme associated with a  particular period or periods of development.   

The individual components of the area will collectively form a streetscape, townscape or cultural 

environment with significant heritage characteristics.  The individual components of heritage areas are 

graded according to the level of contribution that they make to the significance of the area.  This has 

been completed in accordance with the requirements of the Heritage Council of WA and is outlined 

below: 

Level of Significance Description Desired Outcome 

Considerable contribution Very important to the 

significance of the Heritage 

Area: recommended for entry in 

the Heritage List 

Conservation of the place is 

highly desirable. 

Any external alterations of 

extensions should reinforce the 

significance of the area.   

Some/Moderate Contribution Contributes to the significance 

of the Heritage Area. 

Conservation of the place is 

desirable. 

Any external alterations or 

extensions should reinforce the 

significance of the area. 

No Contribution Does not contribute to the 

significance of the Heritage 

Area. 

Existing fabric does not need to 

be retained. 

Any new (replacement) 

development on the site should 

reinforce the significance of the 

area. 

The purpose of identifying a Heritage Area is to allow it to be managed as a whole, and without 

impacting on the heritage value of the area.  This ensures that any construction of, or modifications 

made to, buildings or components within the area are carried out with careful regard to the historical

importance of the area.    

5.1 Darkan Railway Precinct 

The Darkan Railway Precinct comprises the Darkan Railway Station (D3), the Stationmasters House 

(D4) and the loading ramp and crane (D15) and the Sarah Ann Gibbs Tree (D18).   Each of these sites 

is individually detailed in the list of heritage places contained within this report.  

The Railway Precinct is located on the disused Collie-Narrogin railway line and is situated in the 

railway reserve that runs parallel between the Coalfields Road and Burrows Street in Darkan, and the 

area of the Precinct is depicted on Map 2.  A detailed conservation plan has been prepared for the 

Railway Precinct
(1)

.   
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Key Elements of the Precinct 

The Collie to Narrogin Railway line was constructed to facilitate agricultural land settlement and to 

provide a direct link to the port at Bunbury.  The railway line was built by the Railway Construction 

Branch, Public Works Department with work commenced on 22 March 1905 and the railway opened 

by West Australian Government Railways on 7 September 1906
(2)

.   

The Station was constructed in 1912 and the Station master’s house was constructed in 1913.  When 

the Bowelling-Wagin line was completed in 1918 the Station Master was moved to Bowelling and 

Darkan continued to operate as an unmanned station.  Passanger services on the railway line ceased in 

1949.   

In 1963 a request for a crane for the loading ramp that was built in 1908, was successful and in 1965 a 

three ton crane was installed to assist with loading and unloading of the trains.   

By the 1980’s only grain and fertilizer were being delivered along the railway line.  The line eventually 

closed in 1988 as a result of the decline in the importance of the Bunbury port for the handling of grain 

and fertilzer.   

 The Key elements of the Darkan Railway Precinct include: 

• Railway Station  

• Stationmasters House 

• loading ramp and crane 

• Sarah Ann Gibbs Tree 

The Shed (constructed in 2005) is also located within the boundaries of the Railway Precinct.  

In 1991, a Character Study of the Town of Darkan was undertaken
(3)

 and this identified the railway 

reserve as an area with potential for long term ungrading and development as a town focus area.  This 

was further developed in 1999 with a concept sketch plan of the Railway Reserve.  The Shire has used 

these studies to continutally develop the Railway Reserve as an important recreational area for the 

Town of Darkan over the past 10 years.   

Currently, the Railway Station and the Station Masters House are vacant and unused.  The Trailhead 

for the Collie to Darkan Rail Trail (opened in 2005) is located at the Darkan Railway Station.  The 

ramp and the crane are also no longer used but are still in working order. 

Statement of Significance 

The Darkan Railway Precinct includes one of the remaining examples of railway stations associated 

with railway structures in its original setting and one of three such railway precincts that also includes 

the station masters house.  The place demonstrates a way of life and functions no longer practiced.   

The area is valued by the Darkan community for its representation of the significance that the railway

and associated infrastructure played in the development of the town and the surrounding district.  It 

contributes to the local community and wider districts sense of place.   

Each element within the Darkan Railway Precinct makes a contribution to Heritage Value of the area.  

The contribution of each element is detailed below and is as defined in the detailed Conservation Plan

prepared for the area in 2002
(1)

. 

Element Contribution  

Railway Station Considerable Contribution 

Station Masters house Considerable Contribution 

Crane and Loading Ramp Some Contribution 

Sarah Ann Gibbs Tree* Some Contribution 

The Shed* No Contribution 

*Not included in the conservation plan  
1. Gray, L. (May 2002) Conservation Plan Darkan Railway Precinct. 

2. Austin, J. Research Officer, Rail Heritage WA, Pers. comm. 

3.  Hibbs and Associates (1991) Darkan Character Study.  
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6.0 SITES OF NOTE 

The following is a list of sites that were included in the original Municipal Inventory prepared in 1997 

on the maps only.  These sites are sites that could be considered for inclusion on the Municipal 

Inventory in future reviews. 

Railway Sidings 

1 Hillman 

2 Hillman Dam 

3 Gibbs’ 

4 Bulading 

5 James` Crossing 

6 East Arthur 

7 Kylie 

8 Kylie Railway Dam 

9 Bokal 

10 Duranillin 

11 Caperup 

12 Cordering 

13 Bennalacking 

14 Bowelling 

15       Bowelling Railway House 

School Sites 

16 Arthur River 

17 Boolading (1) 

18 16            “        (2) 

19 Duranillin  (1) 

20 Moodiarrup (1) 

21 Maybrook 

22 Mt Brown 

23 South Darkan  

24 Hillman River 

25 Trigwell`s 

26 Burra Gulla 

27 Dardadine 

28 Bowelling 

29      Cordering

             

  Halls

30 Bokal 

31 Duranillin 

32 Boolading 

33 Moodiarrup(1) 

34 Darkan Agricultural 

35 Darkan C.W.A. 

36 Arthur River 

Telephone Exchanges  (incomplete) 

37 Bokal (Ness) 

38 Moodiarrup(Horley)/Shop 

39 Light Wood 

40 Glenride (Mepham) 

41 Glenorchy 

42 Dardadine (White) 

43 Cordering (Tynan) 

44 MacAlinden 

45 Bowelling – Railway House 

46 Beaufort River 
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Recreation Sites 

47 Three Mile Gully sportsground 

48 Arthur River Race Course 

49 Moodiarrup  Race Course  

50 Arthur River cricket/football ground 

51 Moodiarrup cricket/football ground 

52 Darkan cricket/football ground 

53 Duranillin cricket/football ground                       

54 Moodiarrup  rifle range 

55 Bokal  rifle range 

56 Darkan rifle range 

57 Arthur River Rifle Range 

58 Arthur    River   tennis courts(1) 

59 Bokal tennis courts(1) 

60 Duranillin (1)  tennis courts(1) 

61 Duranillin  (2) tennis courts 

62 Moodiarrup (1) tennis courts(1) 

63 Darkan tennis courts(1) 

64 Darkan Sporting Complex 

65 Moodiarrup Sporting Complex  

66 Arthur River  golf course 

67 Carberdine Pool 

68 Brown’s Pool 

69 Cobblers Pool 

70 Duranillin Pool  

71 Moodiarrup Pool 

72 Arthur River Gymkhana Paddock 

73 Darkan Horse & Pony grounds 

74 Towerinning Lake 

75 R L Perry Park,Darkan 

River Crossings (incomplete) 

76 Convict cobblestones Arthur River 

Albany Hwy 

77 Tachbrook  Arthur River Albany Hwy               

78 Chipper’s   Arthur River Albany Hwy 

(junction of Balgarup/Blackwood) 

79 Eulin                        

 Blackwood  

80 Brown’s Bridge

 Arthur River 

81 Quill’s Bridge, Bokal 

82 Moodiarrup Bridge 

83 Bennett’s Bridge 

                 

Natural Features (incomplete) 

84 Wayjarrup Well Arthur River 

85 Querending Sp. Arthur River 

86 Tabelup Well  Arthur River  

87 131 mile Well  Arthur River  

88 Bocalarup Sp. Arthur River  

89 Moodiarrup Well                   

90 Capercup   Well 

91 Darlingup Sp. 

92 Boronia Sp, 

93 ‘Darkan’ Well 

94 Nangip Gully Well 

95 Bottlebrush   “Warrakoo” 

96 Gregory’s Tree Trigwell’s Bridge  

97 Darkan Rock,Darkan 

98 Mt Fisher,Darkan 

99 Mt Harris, Darkan 

100 Namine Swamp, Darkan 

101 Lake Ngartiminny, Bowelling 
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Farming, Trading, Industry Sites

102 Washpool/Woolpress (Hignett’s) 

103 Sheep Wash, Tachbrook      

104 Brumby Yards ‘Carrigaline’ 

105 Charcoal Pit ‘Carrigaline’ 

106 Mt. Brown Trading Post Mt. Brown 

107 Fruit Packing Shed ‘Deep Pool’, 

Duranillin 

108 Farm Advisory Service, Darkan 

109 Emu Swamp Vegetable Area, Bokal 

110 Trimmings Vineyard, Arthur River 

111 Lewis Almond Orchard, Darkan 

112 Coli Mill, Quindanning Road 

113 Giorgi Mill , Cordering  

114 Suett’s Mill, Cordering 

115 Lloyd and H Mill’s Mill, Cordering 

116 Swan Timber Company, Cordering 

117 George Young’s Mill,  Cordering 

118 Hebb’s Mill Cordering 

119 Hebb’s Mill, Ngartiminny Lake 

120  Hebb’s Mill, Boomer Downs 

121  Hebb’s Mill, Bowelling 

122 Burton’s Mill, Cordering  

123 Burton’s Mill, Bowelling 

124 Aust Lumber Co. Bowelling 

125 Adelaide Timber Co. ,Trigwell’s Bridge 

126 Hughes Mill, ‘Riverslea’, Bokal 

127 Hughes Mill, ‘Duranillin 

128 First Bakery, Darkan 

129 Green Gables Tearoom Darkan 

130 Station Waiting & Refreshment Rooms, 

Darkan 

131 Butcher’s Shop Darkan 

132 Darkan Post Office Darkan 

133 Mount Pleasant Homestead Arthur River 

134 Tabelup Homestead Arthur River 

135 Woagin (Police Cells) Homestead Arthur 

River 

136 Moodiarrup Homestead Moodiarrup 

137 Glenorchy     Homestead Moodiarrup  

138 Maybrook Homestead, Arthur  River 

139 Chimney  Homestead Brown’s Bridge  

  

Lonely Graves

140 Dale children (2),Trigwell’s Bridge 

141 Gibbs child, Boolading 

142 Dearle/Twaites, Moodiarrup 

143 Dale child, Moodiarrup 

144 Hepburn,Bokal 

145 Clark,Bennett’s Bridge 

146 Harris children (5) 131 mile 

147 Taylor child,Arthur River 

148 Unknown woman and girl

 Arthur River Bridge 

149 Unknown, Arthur River 

150 Dr Brown, Mt Brown 

151 Fleay child,Marybrook 

152 Mrs Clayton and sister

 Hillman 

153 Kylie Reserve Grave site 

                              

                                      

                                                            



Maps
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Heritage Council WA 
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Appendix 3 

Heritage Council WA 

Documentation for Sites 

Included on State Register  



Arthur River Wool Shed 

Group









Appendix 4 

Nominated Sites - 

Australian Department of 

Environmental and Water 

Resources  

National Register 



Arthur River Group, Albany Hwy, Arthur River, WA,Australia  

Photographs: None

List: Register of the National Estate 

Class: Historic 

Legal Status: Indicative Place

Place ID: 17339 

Place File No: 5/06/084/0004 

Nominator's Statement of Significance:

Consists of: kitchen building for inn; former Mount Pleasant inn (site and ruins); old post 
office; blacksmith shop (ruin); old stone wells (two) and wooden troughs; old hall, east side of 
highway. Arthur Valley was a staging post for the mail coach between Albany and Perth prior 
to the opening of the Great Southern Railway in 1887. Hence the establishment of the inn and 
post office. The settlement became the focus of the surrounding district for social matters and 
communications and a link for travellers on the main road between Perth and Albany. Despite 
its condition it retains its character more than any of the other original stopping places on the 
Albany-Perth mail route, so vital to communications in the early years when Albany was the 
only port of call in Western Australia for overseas mail steamers. 

Official Values: Not Available 

Description:

The inn, of which only the base of the walls survive, was a stone structure with a shingle roof 
built in 1868-69 and demolished in 1930. Its detached kitchen survives though in poor 
condition. It is of brick with a stone extension to the south, the brick section is currently being 
restored after the collapse of the north wall. Part of the original shingle roof survives under 
corrugated iron sheeting. The local committee will proceed to restore the whole building as 
funds permit. The old post office, of brick with a corrugated iron roof and a front verandah was 
built c 1870. Behind it can be seen traces of the stone walls of the blacksmith's shop, an 
important part of the complex when all the traffic passing by was horse drawn. A few trees 
survive in the old orchard and at the southern end of the lot, near the creek which crosses the 
road at this point, are two stone lined wells and two troughs made from hollowed out wooden 
tree trunks. On the east side of the highway, opposite the post office, is the old Arthur River 
hall, built of stone with brick quoins and a corrugated iron roof. It was built in two sections in 
the 1930s, the back portion before 1936 and the front later. Adjacent to it is a more recent 
hall, not included in the assessment. 

History: Not Available 

Condition and Integrity:

Fair. 

Location:

Albany Highway, Arthur River, comprising Kitchen Building for Inn, former Mount Pleasant Inn 
site and ruins, Old Post Office, Blacksmith Shop ruin, two ols stone wells, wooden troughs 
and old hall. 

Bibliography: Not Available 

Report Produced: Sun Jun 3 11:49:27 2007



Appendix 5 

Registered Sites - 

Australian Department of 

Environmental and Water 

Resources  

National Register 



Woagin Farm Outbuildings, Albany Hwy, Arthur River, WA, Australia  

Photographs: 

 

List: Register of the National Estate 

Class: Historic 

Legal Status: Registered (28/09/1982) 

Place ID: 9927 

Place File No: 5/06/084/0001 

Statement of Significance:  

The building is significant as a rare surviving example of an outpost dating from the early 

days of the establishment of the land link between Perth and Albany. It has some 

importance architecturally as an example of a simple early building but chiefly as part of 

the social history of the State and the Arthur River and Wagin district.  

 

(The Commission is in the process of developing and/or upgrading official statements for 

places listed prior to 1991. The above data was mainly provided by the nominator and has 

not yet been revised by the Commission.)  

Official Values: Not Available 

Description:  

This place crosses over shire/region or State boundaries, constructed in 1860s as first 

building on site. Originally staging post for police, soldiers and probably convicts, in 

construction of road to Albany and carriage of mail etc. Simple rectangular building, two 

rooms, coursed granite block walls corrugated galvanised iron roof on bush poles (original 

rush or shingle). Small shooting holes in all walls. Window and doors lined with timber 

frames.  

History: Not Available 

Condition and Integrity:  

Building will need extensive restoration to remove modern pointing to the stone work and 

to secure the whole building from collapse and weather intrusion. Brick fireplace and flue 

probably later addition.  

Location:  

Albany Higway, 10km south of Arthur River, immediately behind (east) of Woagin 

Farmhouse.  

Bibliography:  

REF: "THE EMUS WATERING PLACE" BY M.J. PEDERICK (PAGE 7)  


